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CHAPTEé‘I
AN4INTRODUCTION TO CHIPPEWA. COUNTRY

Currently, the Lac . Du Flambeau band of the Chippewa is
embroiled‘in avbattle,to;maintain their‘19thfcentury1t:eaty
rights., 1987 marks: the 150tn anniye:sary[of the 1837 treaty -
' which‘set'the.grecedentvfor'ihis,modern confrontation. The
dlsputed sectlion of the 1837 treaty betQEenthe,pnitedStates~
of America~andjtheChippewa:Nation‘ofFIndians is=Articie_5:
"The Privilege of hunting, fishing, and gatnering-tnevwiid1g'
rice‘upon theiiands, the‘rinezs,and the;lakes inclnded.in-the
territo;yvceded,Kisnguaranteeditogthe‘Indians, during the
- pleasure -of the‘Pfesident‘oftthe United States".(1)
\ Opponentsifeel that treaties: from a»Centur&fandeaehalf ago: .
a;e_nnfair,ldated,-and threaten the rights and resources
which belong to all Americans.Antietreety<lobbies-are,;l
incxeasing:memne;ships;and are ettempting‘to influence
: governmentfofficials at all levels to overtﬁrn the rignts,of.
Indian treaties.__ |

_Using the natural resources from the southern region of
Lake Superior to support thelr families is consistent with
‘the traditional existence of the Lac Du. Flambeau band of the
Chippewa. Actueliy,}the contestibetweenwtne Chippewazﬂ
and rivai nations has spanned three centuriesi.‘During this

three-hundred year contest for snrvival in the southern

(
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'region‘of Lake"Superior, the Chippewa have;been‘successful.in
establishing their'controlfover naturalﬁresourceS' | |
- Precisely whe? the Chippewa settled in the Lake~ Superiorv
reglon permanently is disputed ‘but the ancestors of the ‘Lac
Du Flambeau andiother>Chippewa;bands established a large |
settlement,at Chequamegon Bay or ' La Polnte in the late 17th~
'century.(Zi :Duringwthe'late 17th:and early 18th‘centuries} '
_ the Chippewafpartioipated’in the fur?tradeﬁ'acting as |
middlemen between the French tradersfand other“Indian
Tribes.(3) "'The Chippewa hadrestablished'treaties‘and SRV S
alliances with some surrounding Indian Tribes, allowing the
‘Chippewa pr1v11eged status in the- Great Lakes fur trade :n'
1736 the. Chippewa and:Dakota (Sioux) Alliance:was broken and
the;Chippewa of Chequamegonfslowly fought'theirﬂway both
south and west into the interior of the. Lake Superior o
.region;(4): From 1736 to 1825 the Chippewa established their
control of the western upper peninsula ‘of:-Michigan,
northeastern and north central Wisconsin, and the northern
third}of‘Minnesota; From 1825 to the 1870isthe;United
States,60vernment'restricted-the Chlippewa in their*movements
by treaties, laws, and the: encroachment of" c1v1lization
In the late 19th -century: these Indians were limited to '
reservations where many of the Chippewa remain today

Exactly. when the Lac Du. Flambeau band was establlshed as
"an lndependent band;at a‘permanentwsite continues\to be a
problem for scholars. After 1736, whennthe'Chippewa/Dakota
‘Alliance waS'broken,~tWo-distinct’Chippewa economies.slowly'

/
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emerged One faction of the Chippewa continued t0‘pursue the
Lake- Shore economy and remained on: .the shores of Lake
'Super1or, fragmentingginto smaller bands ';L'Anse, Ontonagon,‘
”Keweenaw,\Fond SL Lac; Grand Portage,;and»Chequamegonwbands
pursuedpthe hakeishore econoﬁies.(S)',Dther,chippewa made a
~slow transition from the Lake Shore economy around‘
_Cheqnamegon to an:interior‘economf.based on different-;-
resources found tohthe south and west of Lake Superior}(S)
Chippewa invasion‘of the interior region was contested by
~both the Fox and Dakota Indlans and only through battle did.
the Chippewa gain control
-ﬁThe‘present Lac Du Flambeau band is actually a ... . -

combinationiof at least‘six difterent,historic interior,
Chippewa‘bands.which'were consolidatedpand put.on;,

reservationsJin‘the mid-19th century.\vTheseahistoric bands
occupied the region commonly considered by Euratraders,
military officials, and United states Government as the Lac
Du Flambeau. District. For the purpose of this paper; the
"Lac Du Flambeau District" will refer to the area of -
ocCupancy\by‘these,six different.Chippewaabands,;the‘Lachun
Flambeau, Trout Lake, Turtle Portage, Lac Vieux Desert
Wisconsin Riyer, and Pelican Lake. Interior bands considered
part of the Lac ou Flambeau Districtﬁoccupied»the'upper~
kwisconsin Riveribasiniandﬁthe eastern’tributarieSQof>the
Chippewa Rliver baSini//ﬁistoric records which’support the.
_actual.date,o£~permanent occupancy by the‘six‘Chippewa bands
~of 'the Lac Du Flambeau DiStrict vary from 1745 to 1791.(7)

/
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Once established in the.inteiior region of‘Lakgr,
Supefior, the,chlppewa enteréd‘into'a dlfferent écdnoﬁlc
cycle based”on‘hewfresources. ‘The"économic_résour¢es to the
 south of Lake.Suéefidz»wege spieanout over hundreds of. .

- square miles‘ofiwildérness, “Access to these regions was

jdlffipult; Indiangfprimarily used‘birchbark‘canqes,- ‘s
toboggans,,oyeflandItralls, and portages to traverse the
rugged terrain, 'They,had Qo follow an annﬁal econonic cycie
based on seasonql‘resources in order to survive. Due to |
changing condiltions, the Chippewa had to be.mobile,.allowing

,them‘to gain theibest possible natural resources avallable.
ThéSevresource areas were dn1y access1b1e via speclflic routes
which were vital to the Chippewa?s existence. The canoe

‘routes;=ove:1and tfails; and'tbboggan routeé,had;to be direct
and allow for the quickest and easiest~éo§slble Lo
transportation. - Most seasonal resources the Chippewa'
depended upon could only be harvested for brlef periods and

- any wasted,timevor energy in travel would limit theirkyield.

In the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, these routes “
‘would be thé.primary inroads used by Europeans and Anglo-:
Americans entering therinterior of the Lake Superior region.
To avqid dlsaster 1n the rugged wilderness forelgners ﬁeeded
to be led by Indian guldes th:qugh the interior region of
Lake Superior.(8) Flrst gamé fhe fur traders who;followed the
Chippewa routes to opefaté tfadlngvpdsts,‘contacteﬁ Indlan
villages, and transpbfted thelr goods to fur companles on the

Great Lakes or the Mississippi River. Next, missionaries



deséended”upon,the‘xndians and tried to convert the Chippewa
to a variety of Ch;1;t1an religions. 'Countless military
eioeditions ftom‘Francé; England,'and thernlted'States used-
the Chippewa tr;ils in an attempt to control the interior
region and the Indian populations Finally, sclentlsts'_
entered the Lake Superior'wilderness on theSe well-Wofn
tralls'toddocdment.the land and resources. Duiing~the*19th
century, most of these historicfroutes wou1d‘be destroyed and
forgotten in the wake of induStfialization-and the removal of
naturaI'Wealth from Chippewa country. |

‘Foitunately;.the‘canOe'rodtes‘and'vrllagefsiteé'of the -
ChlppeWa'arefnot”lost and can“be”retraced wlth-aécnraCy;"even
though the land of the Chippewa has been altered and the
'original portage tralls, blazed trees, tradlng posts, and
vlllages have long since been'destroyed. >0utstand1ng records
are avallable from the 18th and 19th centurles which
describe these trails through journals and wéathefed maps.

| The followtng chapters will be dedicated to establishing

the history, Warfare;traditionalfeconomlc’cyCIe; and methods
‘ofitranepOrtation of the ch{ppewaaindlans‘who ocouﬁied'thef
‘Lac Du Flambeau District. The»1n£1uen¢e“o£7the”fur'tiade
Q1111a1305be aesessed deScriblngfthe‘impaCt§7o£7the traders-
upon the chippewa, while 1nd1cat1ng possible post sites in
Lac Du Flambeau. | | | :

 §peclal detall wiiltuaed to recreate preclisely the
primary canoe7routes used by thefchippewa‘bands‘of'thefLac Du
Flambead'Distri?t;"The’aotual’watertroutes; pOrtages,'andf

1
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Indianvvillages which linked these interior:bandS»aiongiwith,
_ thelr economic;cycie'will be traced in;ai"trlp—ticket“~format
with illustrated maps ;hktrip—ticket is a narratiVe jonrnal
which is supported by a detaliled map, used specifically to
describe a route of travel The trip ticket approach will
give excellent guidance for any persons wishing to follow
: these traditional Indian routes. The trip- ticket will include
information from both primary and secondary sources
“supporting the routes as authentlc. The physical
characteristics of the original route will be entered
whenever possible, providing travelers with landmarks and
points of ‘reference. Included at the end of each trip ticket~
- will be.an‘hiatorical review of each particular route's
importance'to the Chippewa. . | |

" .The speclflc location and’early history of the Lac Du
Flambeau, Trout Lake, Turtle Portaqe, Lac Vieux Desert,
Pelican Lake, and Wisconsin River bands of the Chippewa will
~_a136 be presented; Evidence from primary sources will beh
included to support the-authenticity of the Chippewa bands'
historic village aites. Each Lac Du Flambeau'District hand
had uniquelcharacteristics and adaptationsiwhich»usually »
resulted from itgeographicflocation, enabling it to take
advantaqeof‘interior reglon's resources;' .

The‘iast chapter will inciude observations/concerning

 the interior bands of Chippewa in the Lac Du Fiambeau_:.
Districti The 20th century perspective included in this
chapter on_the status of sOme‘traditionai Chippewa Indlans,

[
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village sites, and canoe ‘routes 1n the tradtional Lac Du
N

>

Flambeau Dlstrlct, may indicate the modern importance of the

Chippewa hxstory.
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SO | CHAPTER II. . .
~ THE H;STOR!IQF_THELAC,bU»?LAHBEAU D;éTRICT BANDS

e An historic perspective provldes)the bést framework,fo:v
.underStaqdingAthe,interiqrwchippewa bandg‘ofyth§\Lac“Du |
Flambeau Diqtfiét;,“Anyfacqﬁrate analy?ls of the t:éditlonal
Chippeﬁa,;ife‘éf,these bands requires anh;étoricalpstxugtuie
'to provide full intelligiblility. The var;étigs\and‘st;ucture -
of_the‘ﬁu; £:ade,‘tr1b§1 traditlonaitecbnqmic cycles,yroutésﬁ
traveled, and.the_moyementS‘qf‘indlvidual chibpgw#wbanQSYVA'
varied with the different historical periods.

~ The history of the interior Chipbewa‘bandsgpf_the;LQQ;Duv
Flambeauun;stIICt divides into £our-chronological periods:
1680-1736, 1737-1783, 1784-1824, and 1825-1870. Each period -
marks an important‘transition in the §pétds ﬁiﬂthe”chippewa
of the Lac Du Flambeau Disprigt. ,’ o

' The "interioi reglonﬁ;ofﬁLake,Supgiior,refp;s_géya”. 
'geog:aph;cal—area lying,south and west,pf_Lake-superiqr
1nclﬁd1ng paits,of'the Mlssi;sippi,7V15¢on§;nf~and Vpl£;7W
Rivers y§tershedﬁ ,In'the 18th centurythe‘Laq'Dg’E}meeagﬁ
District bands'0pcupied”thq.1nte;;or'reqioﬁwqu‘egtgb}ishgda\
Qhei:;tfadit;§nal sgmmer r§s1dénce1n Qn‘gfggabf,ggnCentrated‘
small lakes. The interior region of the Lac Du Flambeau
bands 1n§1udespxesent Qay;qounpiés‘§£‘V11as,ypne1da,Ifon;
and_Prlceg | |

o
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'1680-1736

:,’\ ,‘L ~

Limited'hIStbrical ddcuﬁentation_;upports the oral
tradition of the éh1ppewa account of the origih and early
history of the interlor bands. Some 17th-century‘sourdes
refer to“early-chippéwa'actlvltles.in the Lake sﬁpérior‘area.
In the‘17th century ancestors of the Chippewa likeiy occuplied
the stralts of sault Ste. Marie, their descendents eVentually
occupled the Lac Du Flambeau District. Here the French - |
encountered Chlppewa and named these indians Saulteurs,
"People of the Rapids."(10) The French likely were famiiiar
with the Chippewa due to their mutual involvement in‘the fur
trade and the presence of the Chippewa at ear1y9G£eat ﬁakesv
fur fairs.(ll). . 

In about 1680, appearing to be motivatéd'by the fur
trade, Eurbpean‘COntacts, and traditional religious
propheéies; some Chippewa moved to;Chequamegon (La Po1ntei
and begén a large settlement.112)7 In 1671, a Fiench/lndiah
trade agreement drawn at Sault Ste. Harle'lnltlatéd the
Chequamegon settlement.(13) Dufing the iéte 17th and early
18th Cehtuzies the Chippewa served as middlemen in the uppér |
Great Lak,eé'fﬁr trade and would g;'ravé'l to other Indian trlbes
with French trade goods to/batfer foz:furs.(li)“‘ThQ‘
"Chippewa's posltion in fhg‘fui trade pro?lded them betteru'
équipment,ftom Europeans,»Enabled‘them tO“freelyﬂtravel

throughout‘most of;the upper Great Lakes, and famlliarized

f .
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them with ail 5£e55 of the interlior region. ‘The galns in
superioi trade gonﬁ‘the Chipbewa;made duking'thls\peribd
enabied them to.later penet:ate'and control“large‘pdrtions of
Athe‘lnteribr region of Lake Sﬁperlorl“ | |

By the beginning of the 18th century, chequamegon had
become a successful and large Chippewa settlémeht,‘wlth a‘
érowlhg populatloh'whléh‘would eventually réach 2000.(15)
The Chequamegon economié.base revolved around the harvest of
seasonal :ésouices from the Great Lakes area including the
prlmé factor furs. From 1693 to 1698 and frbm 1718 to 1762,
the French establlshed.fur trading posts in chequamegon to
help support the chlppewa's trade.(16)

chequamegon also became the center for the domlnant
‘rellglbn ofrthe»chippewa, the‘Medewlwln. This religion |
| fostered unlty among the Chippewa and.helped ease the
transition from earlier communitles of small bahds to the
largé'sgttlemehts.brought on by the fur trade;(11) Chippewa
hlstory; culture, and education .all COntrlbuted to the
Medewiwin rxeligion, fosterlng trlbal unlty based on
traditional principles. 1In the '1690's, the Medewlwin was
created atvChequamégonvand-was based on the concept Qf'a
supreme being, which probably came from the Eurdpeahs.;Prlor
to the Réstetn influence, the chippéwa iellgion had a
polytheism base, cehtering on thousands*of.splrlts khown as
“manitos".(18) '

:Inf1727 the.economic currehts which lhfluenced the fur
trade of the chlppewa at Chequamegon began to change. At

\/ _
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Lake Pepin on the Hisslsslppitheffténchiestabllshed:a;:g,
| competing fur“post;(is)r;Thé-new:fur,post-tothe southwést_
was‘notiintended tb,competelin the Chequamegonarea;fbut; :
competition_did'resultrandthe_Cﬁippewazlost“fheirifavored,f
‘status in thé:fur,tra@é. This COmpetition caused the -
Chippewa tb dlssolﬁé back into smaller bands and enter the
1nteiior_regibn of Lake*Superlor;seeking new'resources'and
anlmai furs for trade.(20) ' By 1736 the Chippewa/Dakota
alliance was broken and lntertrlbalAwa:Eare resulted, each'
tribe'attempting to secure‘the resources o£ the 1nterlot:

:eglon and lake shore of Lake Superior.(21) . - -

1737-1784
. 1737 marked»fhe,beginﬁing Of'OVéI one;huhdred yeérs’of
bqttle‘between,the Chippéua and Dakota Indians. The argé,qf
conteSt,léy,to the south and west of Lake Superior,:one .
'filled<w1th natu:a1 resources that éachrtribe needed to . -
sustéln\{ps'nativefeconomy}fvThls contest becémefa matter of
survival;tln'which‘the Chippewa had the advantage. ,Euiopean. |
technbiog;es-and geographicvknowledge{the‘chippewa_had gained
from the‘furftrade allowed them totakevla:ge sections of
territoryifrom:fhe Dakota and Foinndian-Natlonsf~*'-
Dufing,thiSjtransltlonaiy berlod,;fwo s1gn1£1cant_~
changes occurred in thggtréditional’chippewé‘existehce.
First, the chippewaﬁof chequamegdn=pursu§5%tw0~dlfferent'
‘economic cycles: 1) lake Shore*ecohomy and 2) interior - -
. [
o
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economj.(::) - The lake shore economy was based on*econonic
resources-which Qere attained;primarilyifrom Lake Superior,
such as fish, maple sugar, game, and gardens. The interior

g economyfbased Chippewa-hands,developedgnewfeconomic resources
found in the hundreds of small inland lakes, extensiue river .
systems, forests and prairies to the south and west of Lake
,Superior. "The - interior resources were wild. rice, maple
sugar, gardens, game,‘andffish.- Both economiesuused similar
iresources but the harvest, usage, and yleld of these
resources varled between the lake\shore and the interior.
—Neither of these native econOmic systems-were»static;»the
fChippewa economy was flexible and could be modified to adjust
to- shortages and new economic influences, '

Second the chippewa broke into related family groups to
better use new and distant. resources (23) - Thesevsmaller o
bands chose areas ‘which could be defended from rival Indians
and economically support the Chippewa band population.
‘Establishing a new economic lifestyle without the privileged
status of middlemen in the fur trade. required some
adjustments.p The Chippewa were flexible and demonstrated
"ecological diversity" in their new area, the. interior region
of Lake Superior (24) L _ , - |

During this period the six di££erent independent
Chippewa bands of the_Lac Qu_?lambeau District established
-~ thelr traditional residenée»and villageasites inzthe-interior
region. From thepfur.trade, the,Chippewahad.extensive

knowledge,about the interior-region's resources; routesvofi
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travel,.geoéraphy, andwenemy tribes.}‘Thehmermeht of the‘
Chippewarinto;thg 1ﬁtez16:_wou1dhbe a sidw tranéition from
the;shor§f0£ Lake‘Superior.~ o | | |
| After the break.up of the larée‘settLement‘at
_Chéquamegon, the“chippewa cpntinuedfto_travéilfrom the
Lntérlor back-tO‘the'Apostleflslands,tozpartlclpate 1hlthe
Hedewiwln énd td-trade.&zsi The Chlppewé sometime5~w1nfered :
in the lnterlor-duevtonecréasedlgame»populatloh a1ong the
' lake_shoie-and economic pressure from the fur trade. In late
sptlng-theqchippewa would-tréyel-back to chequahegon £or the
summex and-fall.(zé)f_The summer cqncentratlon'ét Chequamegon
may have had»defehsive-mdtives, slnce‘thevﬁpostle Islands
- provided good fo;tificatldns-during~fhe;summerwhen;enémy war
| parties were active. ‘ |
| 1745 marks the first confirmed date of;Chlppewa Indlans
" occupation of the Lac Du Flambeau area.(27) In 1852, this
_aqdount.came Erdm a-chlppewathistorian,‘w1111am wérren who'
wiote;~Historx,gg the ‘0jibway People. ,Hodernrhistoriahs,
criticize Warren for linaccurately dating o | |
| htsfor1c-events,og>th§foral-traditions which he trénscrlbed\"'
from the chippewa.(zu)frhe problem is probably more &n lssﬁe'
of permanént,rgsldgnée’versus»seasonélruse. ~The speéific
datéfofvoccupancy;depends;on thg;1nterbr¢tat1§n ofrchlppewa
l.use of Lac Du Flambeau. ’/<Q[f | | |
| The Chippewa.leely/;raveled and occasionally hdnted _
through the Lac Du Flahbeau,Distrlct;inac-COurt_Orellles, and

St. Croix in thgfiateu17th century as middlemen- in the fur

13



trédé‘(ﬂ!) ‘After 1736, some of the family-based bands of
'chlppewa slowly moved 1nto the ‘interior of the Lac Du
F;ambeau Distrlct-to formlwlnter camps'to'hunt.630)‘varren3sm
1745 reference to“the'Lachd”FlambéaU‘Settlémentfmay have *
been for winter camps- which = were notfsﬁbjéct-to attackf;ue
t6~réstricted‘war£are'amohgrtribes in the winter months.(31)
: Thd~dréa§where the chippewa wanted to establish wlnter-camps
was the éamefrich area‘ln the loier Chippewa River Vailey
" known-as the "tension zone".(32) (see dlagram 3-1) The |
~ tension zoﬁe_received 1ts name from modern acadehlcs,’due to
_the numerous Indian tribes thét fought for control of this
important resource area. - | / e
Théfbhippéwa'COuld;not‘sétfle'the‘lnterior-regiqn'untill
~the rival Indian tribes of the Fox and pakota had been
réﬁéved. During thisftfansitionafy per10d5thé‘ch1ppeﬁa'o£7
the Lac Du Flambeau District gStabiished transitionary summer
settlements'at'Turtlé”Poztage“(Herce:,fWI),and-Trout Lake,
‘each only one day's travel inm:the tradltional'vlllage of
the Lac DunFlambeau band.(33) In 1783,‘probab1y7comp1eted'
 the chippewa occupatlon of the Lac Du Flambeau Dlstrict when
the Fox were forced out of the wisconsln River basin. The
| chippewa ofvthg~Lac Du Flambeau District~no,longer'had‘td
_fight a two-front war agalnst”pherfbeandAthé'Dakota; All
the Chippewa's military gne:gies could now be unified and
COncéntrated'in the*teﬂglon“zonewof’the‘chlppewa.RiQér
valley; Ini1784;‘the Ch1ppéwa of Lac Du Flambeau and Lac

Court'Oreilles'thh wintered above the juthion 0£ th§

14



Chlppéwa“alver and the Flambeau (H&nltowlsh)-nlver;

. indiéafing-that Lac Du Flambeau had become a summer |
residence.(34) - On the Lower Chippewa Rlvef, most of the
Interior\bands of the Wisconsin Chippewa would spend their -
late fall and winter closevto the Qahe‘in the tension zone .
| and‘Inigreat nhmbers‘tq defend against attacks-from the

Dakotas.(38)
1784-1824

After the Fox had been removed, the Lac Du Flambeau
District began to stabllize relative-to external threats.
' The Dakotas did attack all portions of the interior reglon,’
inélﬁdlng thevFlémbeau a:ea,:but the majority of Dakota-
Chlppewa‘baftles occurréd~1n the Chippewa River basin and fo
the west.(36} - During this perlod, the Chippewa bands of.the
Lac Du Flambeau District established their six traditional
summer' villages of ‘Lac Du Fiambeau;wfurtle Portage;:Trbut '
Laké,‘Lac vieux De§ert, Pelican,Lake, and the wisconsin
River. EaCh.band enteredrlntoSafnev economic cycle based’on -
different interior: subsistence resources and the fur trade.
| - The important events of the Lac Du Flambeau fur trade
will be thoroughlyyaSﬁessed‘lnla separate chapterfdealing
 speci£1ca11y‘w1th fhe fur:trade; This sectionfwlllfprovlde an
historic overview of-thé‘fur trade in Lac Du:Flambeau. '

From 1784-1825 the fur trade dominated the Lac Du
Flambeau Distrlcfl ~In-1763, after the Treaty of Paris the

, ¢y
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Freneh”gouernment lost control o£ithe7GreattLakest£ur trade,
and”;‘in 1783,~the8cots established the'NorthIWest Conpany.
(37)"Traders_set up winter posts in LacJDu—Flambeau‘by‘1790-
;_17911 'jIn‘Julf'of 1791;iJean-Baptiste Perrault met a Lac Du
Elambeau traderf(probably‘fromsthe“North'west*Conpany) named
“De fund Dufault“'on‘Lake’Superiorrand'exchanged“tradeigoods~'
for the winter yield of hides from Flambeau. xn*nfs_; |
‘-narrative,-Perrault describes this exchanée: "L T "bo p‘
you Qish-to trade with me? How many packs have you?"'I‘haver
’35,i he replied; ‘I have one pack otter,75 packs.of-Beaver, 2
‘ packs of Hartin; 3 ofibear, 1 of polecat ‘lynx and rats. The
‘remainderlishdeert"(sc) By the winter of 1790 1791, Lac Du -
Flambeau clearly had a well- established fur trade and .
enioyed the support of the surrounding chippewa bands.» with
the economic support of the fur trade, some Chippewa. Indlans
likely became permanent residents of the Lac Du Flambeau

. District to hunt and trap for the traders.

By 1792, the North West Company had an established post
"operating in Lac bu Flambeau‘tasj"ln‘1796, a hew competitor.
Aknown‘as the X rjCOmpanyfchallenged'the-ﬁorth westvCompany's
- monopoly in the Great Lakes.,fUnt11'1806;.the X Y Company and

North west cOmpany~operatedwin*Lac Du Flambeau,fthen‘they
merged - By 1816, the American Fur COmpany took’ over the
North West COmpany s interests in Lac Du Flanbeau,(t&)
signifying United states,citizen.s first control andhcontact’
-withttheLacDu‘Flambeau1District’andi£ur_trade-(liﬂ

The~United states~vou1d forever.change the relationship

, / ) . _ B 4
L
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‘»between the'chippewé and Eurqpeansfhmericane.,_The Chlppewa‘
.sufﬁered-thegsame fate+ag;other-1ndien.tribes‘dealingpwith_
the United States. scienrific‘expeditions,entered fhe,\,
4Chippewas territoryvandaesessed the_valuelpf‘extracteplej,
tnaturelrresources. After the resources of copper,vrron,,
timber, farm land, and-hydro-power had been identiffed, the
eAmerLCan governhent and military took'stepsrtp_clalmﬁthese’

resources from the Chippewa.

. 1825-1870

- -Until the European:fur market~¢raehed.1ngthe 1840's theh
~£urﬁtrade~rema;nedestr9ng,r In,1842,.the Amerléan Fuerompany
;ﬁailed and the‘chippeyarhad to modify their ecpnomle cycle.

f The important events thch dominated the Lac Du Fiambeau
~ District bands of the Chlppewa were the treaties between the

United States of Amerlca and the chlppewa. The Chippewa.were’
. signing over land~andrnatura1 resources to the federal

Vgovernment of the. Unlted states in- return for annulties,_

' servlces, and legal privileges. |

- The treaty which first lnfluenced the Chippewa was the
'Treaty of 1825 at. Prairle Du Chlen.; This treaty divided
eleven different Indlan trlbes into speciflc territories
allegedly for the purpose of promoting peace among rival |

Indlan~nat;ons,(02) _Asmore llkely reason:fqruthls,documented
dinslon ofpterrltorj,yasntb_aid'the.Unlﬁed states71n
»'claiming-lndian territories eS‘federalipropertyg,HThe-Unlted .

/
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states-had'learned from dealinngith eastern,tribeslthat‘land
cessions would be complicated 1f more thanfone Indian could
‘claim an area of land. The 1825 treaty established the Lac
Du ﬁlambeau District as chippewa‘territory'and permitted the .
United states government greater ease in gaining Chippewa‘( |
rlands during later land cessions. | |
| ©.. The 1825;Treaty did'not»bring peace“between thenDakotahv’
‘and Chippewa.ftThe'ftghtingflastedfinté»the 1850's with
raiding parties from both sides penetrating deep ‘into enemy
territorywinflictingmheavy casualties. 'In 1843, a letter was
sent from Alfred Burnson at the La Pointe Agency to ‘Indian
'Agent James D.- Doty, to whom describing the Dakota~Chippewa'~-
_battles,-"within-twodor'three-years past~some~200Jhave‘been
killed, on both sideswfinthis war,land many of them within
sightkefswhite mans dwellings,’and in one battle on the st.
Croix a white man, Mr. Aitkin,”was‘cempelled“to defend
himseif in common with the indians,~his company."(43) This
~_letter indicates that in 1843, ‘the Chippewa and Dakota were

still fighting over their traditional resource areas with the
same“aggressiveness as in the 18th-éentury'* Hore:inportant
to the Indian agents was. that the encroaching white settlers
were now being threatened by this long war. =

The Indian Agents -wanted to end” this brutal cycle: of

Chippewa-Dakota ‘war fare, but were unable “to regulate the
‘Indians. In 1843, the. Indian Agent at La Pointe’ wrote to
. James D, Dotyeabout this problem, explaining that the

" territory was too?difiicult to travel and the expense of
/ ‘ ‘ : : ’

t
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‘;,indlan regulation would’be,1né¥édlbie;{44)athpIndians;bf
the Lac Duvplambeauzblspgict‘we:§>not’dlgthrbed often by
miSsionatiea;o:;gove:nm&nt;qfficlalgrdueAto;theérugged |
wilderness area'thej 1nhabited (45¥~ o

In the Fall of 1832, Sherman Hall a mlssionary,
_traveled to Lac Du Flambeau to determlne whether a misslon
would bgAappropriate for-thgse-bandswofrthe chlppewa. Hall
found~£ewtIndians.Who-wefe accst1b1e=1n the Lac DuiFlambeau,
Dlstrlct?becauseof-their seésonél migrations for economic
.réSources.(lG)-The-interlbr~bands«o£ the Lac Du Flambeau
-District yerevfluid,“frequently'travgling'through d;fficult
‘ te;iain-fo;hunt_and gathgr natura1~resoutces?Wh1¢h‘ware vital
@o_their_surylval,.,Ii-any m1ss1onaryw9r-gdyetnmpnt“agency |
forced the'bandS;bfsthe,Lac-Du Flambeau Districtftp rema1n |
Stationary‘it wdnld,hgve led to their stqiv&tioh.,_z |

_:;THebchippewa bands of the Lac Du Flambeau District .
| maintained theirleconﬁuﬂcvcycle;and‘migrat;onslinto;thgf
1870's befqre~the;tt§aties,_encroaching.white settle;§, “
lumpermen;;railroads,,and‘minér;~cbntrolled or destroyed-the 
- économlc-resourées whléh-suppbrted this ndnadlc‘cycle{_,

‘The treaties which had the greatest 1mpact on: the
chippewa of the Lac Du Flambeau District were those of: 1837,
1842, 1847, and 1854. The 1837 and 1842 treatles both dealt |
with 1and cessions from the chippewa to the United states.d
Each of these treatiea gave valuable Chippewa resources to .-
the United states' 'Through_the@1837 treaty,,phg,govgrnment;v'

gained_access_to,rich;plnewlands_and because of this it was
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referred to as the 'Lumberman'S“freatYQ' The 1842 treaty was
"referred to as the 'Miners Treaty,' since the government
acquired rich ‘mineral districts."(47)" The11847;treaty»~< |
clarified the services and annuities due t0~thefcnippewa and‘
once*again‘attemptedto=bringipeace betweenethe;pakotaiand \
ChippeWa Indian Nations.f'The Chippewa of Lake Superior,-
_including the Lac"Du:Flambeauwoiatrict, were putVOn
resexvations in their £inal land cession to the United states
in the 1854 treaty.(48) |
G ‘Bconomically, the chippewa were being restricted in
| their use of" tradltional natural resources. To supplement
.these:resource losses;jthe,Unitedwstates Governmentr~ .
‘guaranteed the Chipoewarannuitiee,~5ervices,<and’specialff
privileges;*\Unfortunately, tne-interior bands of PeliCan‘
:Lake, Hisconein River,“and‘LacfVieux?Deeert.were~notipresent_
atwsomeﬂtreaty ceremoniee”and»had-their'landS-ceded without
the‘right*of‘annuities,fservices, and educatibn‘fromfthe~“ =
government;ftQ%ﬁ«Theaerbande~uould;later have to petition for
theirfrighte underutne~1837Treaty.’ ’
V.The.Lac Du ?lambeauwDiStrictebands didrreceiye’the/‘/
services of £arm~produce:andfblacksmithing‘near'chippewa
'Falls.furhe,chippewa also were offered educational .f;on
instruction, ‘but most-interlor bands refused to send their :
children to the distant: schools along ‘Lake Superior.\ _
Originally this arrangement was beneficial to the Chippewa oftl
the Lac Du. Flambeau District allowing for repalirs and needed'

food during the winter when their traditional .economic cycle
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led them to the chippewa’River. Trouble began when the |
Chippewa Dakota war continued in the tension zone a few miles
south of Chippewa Falls, as a result Indian Agents wanted the
'Chippewa removed (50) The Chippewa were close to losing
vital sexvices whichmsupported,theirLtraditionaleeconomic
cycle. | | | B

"hnnuitiee'were distributedwto,thelLac Du Flambeau
vDistrict bands of the Chippewa‘in~the“early~£a11 at La
Pointe. Annuities were trade. goods, weapons, -food, and other
'items which supplemented the chippewa s economy The
annulties would have been helpful 1f the United States
Government,and-its:agents~wou1d;have-denonstrated:any‘degree
of.realisn‘inithe choice, distribution,7and,administrat10n
of annuities | . L

" The first problem»arose about the time of annuity
distribution. The early fall was therimportant.ricing and,n»
hunting.seasonfwhichbgenerated-food~£or the'difficultuwinter;
Under'the5annuity'system,'the Qital reeoorces of the
annditieS'now competed~with~theptraditiona1 resources of -
hunting and ricing. This adminiatrative»blunder-created‘an‘
imbalance in'the welrworganized_economicicycle-0£ the . =
chippewa}. Alfred BurnaOn;'the Indian Agent at La Pointe;
recognized this problem and. described in detall the. danger to'
-the Chippewa in his dietrict. Burnson went further to
- suggest a summertannuity;distribution which‘would;notﬂ
conflict with the-traditiOnalﬁeconomic.cycle of the
Chippewaw(51)~eUnfortdnately,Tthe'insightful recommendations

\\ f/
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of the La Pointe agent were ignored by higher ranking
~ government agents. 5,Aff o fyx‘ R |

The.second'pzoblem'with-the-annuities‘ﬁas that Chippewa
fur traders often took the- government payments: from the
chippewa to settle old~debts.» One example-happened;atmba
Pointe in 1839vduzing one of-the’Eitst"annuities:ffuigtraders
gathered~1ikeAVulturesrt0'collect.on,debtsxfrom~0verbeight'
Vyears'past, “The Indlan Agents-were‘gullible and easily
influenced by the tough £ur’ttaders:~f"No. 8 iS'a claiu”for
unpald credits to the Indians thus presented 'toioutstanding
~ debts 6£ Lac Du-Flanbeau,_due»since the year 1831,mwhilest.l
,wasatradingvunder'a lieense with. said-Indians, amountinq‘to
‘the sum of eight hundred dollars - three witnesses certify
fthat‘they‘know the‘claimant,‘and‘}ﬁ;‘ ;1heAlost:money . .
.."(52) The annuities became a capital gain for the fur
tradeis who could writeu0££abusine3sllosses from long ago at:
the ~expense of the Chippewa.»

The third problem with- the annuities. was the quality and
choice of goods distributedfto-the chippewa.-One chippewa
,indicated in-a letter that the guns were so poor that |
_"Hundreds of them are. now 1lying useless, or being wrought up
byfthe-sniths-into somevothez azticle RS @53)~v1n-the-
same letter, ‘Burnson’ wtote how these guns were defective, |
“"The £irst Ind. I saw in my agency had Just- lost the end of
one finger-by the hunting of one of these guns. _ And scores
0f them may be-seen-maimed and»crippledkforrlife-by,the~same
means; andVSOme‘have lost'theitglives;"tsli -These weapons~
| 22



~were the most lnportant o£~annu1ty goode~and-the1rrpoor
quality also compromised the Chippewa's abillty to gain
enough £ood huntlng (55) R

| The choice of - equipment dletrlbuted aleo llmited the
value of annuity payments.y In ‘an. 1841 memo from Hartley
-Crawford to Henry Schoolcraft, theee executlve admlnlstrators
agreed. that the chlppewa of La Polnte dld not need the new -
saddles sent that fall becauee the Chippewa owned no horses
and. traveled by canoe (56) The.saddles_were‘then sold for
one thlrd-their value'anduthe revenue waeﬂto be'redletrlbute
to the chlppean ”The United Statee-olstrlhutlonhofpoor-and_
useless equlpment only gave the chlppewa a fractlon of the |
ereal value of annultlee agreed upon ln the treaties.l The
promises of the Unlted States Government confused the
Chlppewa who had to qain enough resources to eupport their
familles. 0£ten the Chippewa would dlscard the useless ltems
from the annultles dlstrlbutione rather than carry them lnto
the 1nterior.' | | |

| The flnal problem which £aced the chlppewa who‘”'
partlclpated in annuity distributlons was whiekey runners,"
usually miners who sold alcohol to the Indlans on the‘AJ |
Chippewa journey from Lake Superlor to the lnterlor (ea) 511
the Lac Du Flanbeau Dletrlct bands leavlng La Polnte had to
travel 45 miles up-the-Flambeau Trall to reach the lnterlor
region. Unfortunately, the flrst twenty miles of the
Flambeau Trail waethrough-one-of<the-rleheet_minlng.areas-on :

‘the Great Lakes. In the late 1840's, the actlons of these
(,

(N
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whiskey runners were well documented by officials of the
government trying to prevent the ambush of chippewa'
. . a set of desperadoes from the mines, The

lumber region, and other places, managed to
smuggle in here during the summer a guantity of
-whiskey in bottles concealed in boxes of dry
goods, & c, These they secreted until payment time
" They then would be prowling-about Indian_camps at
'nlght with it in their pockets, and being disguised’
1ike Indians, generally managed to -escape detection;
consequently, there was considerable drunkenness at -
night. . . . I am told that many of the Indians,
at different polnts on their routes home, were
waylaid by these worse than highwaymen, and 1in some
~instances stripped of their blankets and every other

article o£ value, (BO)
Little wonder that not all of the eligible Chippewa

~showed up for their annuity payments in the following years.
The United states' Government ‘was clearly derelict in its |

| duties. COnfronted with incredible obstacles and hardship in
ithe wilderness, the chippewa adapted and excelled in this¢
'harsh environnent, ‘but in the middle and late 19th century,,‘
American encroachment broke the traditional lifestyle of the‘
interior bands of the Chippewa. By the 137035, the |
traditional cycle which the interior bands of the chippewa
ihad followed ended.' By the late 19th century, the Chippewa

‘ of the Lac Du Flambeau District had. entered into a new phase
'of their existence which was dictated by the demands of the

. United statee Governnent.
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| ’A‘CHAPTER o
T CHIPPEWA WARFARE -
Throughout thelr recorded history, the chippewa ‘have

demonstrated‘a mllltary'tradttionﬁof-echllence. Fighting |
rival Indian'natlons,nthe~6hbppeﬁa-usuully smerged
-vlctorious. The enemies of the«chlppswa~Varlod7as~d1££srent
Indian tribes competed fornterrltoriesrrlch ulth~natura1'
resources. Our analysis offéhlppewa warfarereglns~w1th an
overview of strategy, tactics, anthheinportance,of war to
theﬂChippewaucuiturs;w~Haintaining*an:historical perspoCtive,—
.thorwarfare‘oEvthe<chlppewa_wlllvboﬁfurthsr sssessed"lnlthe
same*tlme»perlodsfutlllzed-ln the previous Chapter.

‘_The mdst'detalledtprimary sourceaon'chlbpewa war fare
camo~£rom-wllliam~warren, a wsllvsducated?chippewa'Indian%who
'transcrlbed manf'oral*tradltions*of~h1s‘beople.'-Huch of |
Harren s uritings dealt specifically with chippewa uarfare.
The numerous accounts of battles ln his text indicate - the
importance‘uarfareuhadgln theﬂchippeua-culture.~ Many of the
"other-primary‘sources-onVChlppewa-warfare wsre*the:reoords |
" kept by government agents, fur traders, ‘and scientlsts who_
traveled through Chippewa country ‘ |

Due to thelr unique- trading status in the early fur
tzade as: mlddlemen, the Chippewa possessed supetlor weapons
relative to,thelr_nativexenemiesa&SQ)» ‘This technological e

L
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advantage«losted lnto.the519th century; when other trlbes had
began to obtain equal access to trade goods.; The Chlppewa
'owere noted as: excellent warrlors, especlally ln the B

\ wlldernessfof the.‘m:-rtl'_r~:woocl.e.._‘T Thls-wllderness-superlorlty'
in combat was indicated by members of the Houghton survey in
the late 1840's. ™ . . in nearly all battles . .. the
-chlppewas were almost - invincible when ilghtlng ln the woods
-and tlmbered country of the north; but that they qulte |
lnvariably-suffered defeat by. the sioux when-they descended
lnto the pralrles and open country to fight. "QGO)

. Most. of the Chlppewa wars followed classlc guerrilla-
wariare-tactlcs ‘and: strategies. ;Theﬂchlppewa;embush~or
-surprléefattacksfwouldiettempt9to“lnfllct;qulckly heavy“
caSualtlee upon-thelr~enemy;gthen-retreat to‘safety;t%frl
Theflndlan attacks oftenfseemed intended to haze the;enemy.f
. away fromfcrltlcal»3ubsltence-resources;ﬂ'Revenge wos the -
usual motlve for Chlppewa attacks.(62)-- The. Chlppewa would
e_grleve Lf a famlly ‘member had been killed and vow revenge
during the next war season. -Indlannwariarealanhlppewa~
_ country was a viclous cycle of lethal sklrnleﬁesyperpetuated
by revenge.A ; | | |

| War occurred during all seasons except wlnter.(63)

Indlan survlval was dlfflcult enouqh durlng the winter nonths
‘and llttle tlme could be allocated to anythlng but huntlng
‘and-flshlng.»~Dur1ng'wlnter monthsirlvalmpands,;wnlchbfought

brutally'monthsvbefore;‘sometlmes»entered'lntoqa;ehort truce -
‘and lnteracted peacefully,&6¢¥#[0nce~sbrlngnarrlyed the truce

(/ |
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wouid be broken by a: grisly attack from either side.

Chippewa warfare uas often brutal.} It was common to
haue slain-Indians-mutilated, decapitated,for-scaiped; or.'
.have'captives_gruesosely‘tortured. The,Chippewa;and{their
enemies.killed women'and childrenjwith-noaapparent“remorse,
only sparing the lives of the defenseless 1f they,could'be'
taken'as slaves.(t&)m»TheSe-acts;of;brutality~and<attaoks:
against thelr womwmen and children provided the motive of -
revenge for the chippewa warriors.

\ status in the Chippewa bands was partially determined- by
a warrior 8 abilities in battle. Unbearable shame ‘would fallv
upon-a Chippewa warrior who daid- not effectively defend his
people or avenge- the-death of his kin.(is) |

The Lac Du Flambeau District bands=and~other Chippewa
" bands from aS'far'away=as~0ntohagon'wou1d-travei hundredsyof
miles to engage the Dakota enemy.(67) - In léza,wmembers of
the»Lac-DuFlambeau District bands were recorded.traveiihg to
the st. Croix River-ﬂississippi River junction»lookingvgor
ithe enemy (68) - The Chippewa would also- travel great
‘distances to support other Chippeua bands (usually to the
west) in areas with ‘high- enemy resistance.~w‘f

Varfare was an inportant part of the chippewa culture,

' intluencing many phases-of Indian 1life. Throughout the
| history of'the‘Lac-Du~F1ambeau Distriot;bands~the‘natureof
Chippewa warefare often changed: ~To better assess the
military activity of these: Chippewa bands the history of
their warfare will,beranaiyzed in terms of- specitic”periods.
, (/. ‘
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1670-1736

Dazxng-tnis—peiiaa ”tneichippéﬁaloere'51iied‘withfrhe

~ Dakota nation in an alliance which supported their ‘mutual
vinterest in the- fur trade. “The Chippewa Dakota Alliance was
more military than economic. Each-of-these tribes had-been
”threatened‘bYtnepowerfulfFox, Hascoutens, andruiamis |
'nations‘{dsi The Chippewa were also supported by the French
during this period due to their- important status as middlemen~
in the fur trade. Battles occurred throughout the Great
Lakesdand interior-region, with-warvparties traveling

hundreds of miles to engageftneAenemy;°

1731-1783 o
In 1736 the Chippewa-Dakota Alliance ended, starting .
inmediate‘war between'these:Indians;Pﬂfhe chippewa'foroed a
new alliance‘withfthefcrees”and nssiniboins tofthennorthil
against ‘the Dakota nation (101 ‘The- CHippewa were entering
the traditionai territories of the Dakotae and Fox to trap
and set up seasonal villages. 'The Chippewa's actions met
‘stiff resistance, ‘but- during this transitional period the
'Chippewa slovly gained control of the interior region of Lake
Superior. | | 'vq B RS
‘" Phe chippewa of the Lac bu Flambeau District were:d
challenged-from the west bygthe Dakotas and from the eastiby
the Fox; in each area transitional villages struggled to
' _establish Chippewa control against flerce resistance (71)
\/ |
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The great battle of strawberry Island on Lake Flambeau ,
probably occurred during this period Although no precise '
date has been established, it is likely that the Dakotas |
would have only ventured that deep into Chippewa country
,during the transitional period of 1736- 1784.;_ R ; -

After 1783, the- Fox had been removed as a threat to the
Chippewa,‘and the Lac Du Flambeau District and Lac COurt .
_ Oreilles District bands unified to: drive the Dakotas out of

the ChippewaaValleyw$12)g3

ll&i.l&l& | , 2 N T R
... The Chippewa-Dakota tsioux) war was the longest conflict
' in the recorded history-of‘the Chippewa. As'the members of
the Houghton expedition suggested, the division between the
chippewa and. Dakota Indians was the division between the
“north woods and prairie region.» This region is-commonly
'known as the tension zone and was rich with many different
_large,game-populationsa{13); Diagram 3- 1 and 3 2 clearly
illustrates the areagotvconflict betweensthe Chippeyavand",
Dakota. | | _ | S
Battles occurred most frequently during the summer and-
£a11, usually centering~on valuable ecenomic-reeources.l The
_tension zone uas populated by large herds of buffalo, elk,
deer, and other game animals of importance.; The tension zone
became both a geographic and a political divider._ In 1820,
Henry-Schoolcraft described the tenslion zone in his
journals, "Inithis debatable land, the game\is‘very abundant;'

!
‘
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buffaloes, elks, and deer range unharmed and unconsclous of
‘harm. ‘The mutual hostllltles of the Chippewas and sloux
render it dangerous for either, unless in strong partles, to
visit thls»portlon of the country. The~consequence has been,
a great increase of all animals whose flesh is used for food
or whose fur is valuable for market. '(74) | |

The.hit and run tactlcs of the chippewa and Dakota hazed}
both Indlan trlbes;out~o£-theptenslon;zone toicreate a klnd
7 of«demilitarlzed zZone. On elther-edge~o£-the‘tenSIOn zone,
theamost brutal battlesft00k~place;warren‘descrlbed the
lntense\battles on the Chippewa slde:of the-tenslon zone;
. ”Almost every bend on: the Chlppewa and Menominee (Red Cedar)
‘rlvers has been the scene of a flght, surprise,‘or bloody
massacre, and one of thelr (Chippewa) chlefs remarked with
truth when asked to sell- his lands, that 'the country was
" strewn with the bones- of thelr fathers,» and enriched wlth
_'thelr blood"“(15) The tenslon zone was only occupled |
effectlvely by the Henomlnee Indlans who £orged a peace
treaty with the rlval natlons of the Dakotas and chlppewa to
mexplolt the rlch game resources (16) ’ hx g | |

' The battles between the Chlppewa and Dakotas lasted

through the 1850's: untll white settlements drove in between
the two trlbes.'-Enforcementaof-laws and~the=regulatlonno£
~Indians: became easier in the/pralrle reglons due to increased

whlte settlements along the Hlsslssippl, chlppewa, and st.

ACrolr Rivers.
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CHAPTER IV
THE TRADITIONAL ECONOMIC CYCLE OF ‘!‘HE LAC DU
FLAMBEAU DIBTRICT BANDS

Thehest“research on-Chippewa*interior bands"econonics
hasibeenwpublished~byvprofessor Charles cleland andvFrances
Densmore £from Hinnesota. Cleland is a modern scholar who hasv
done extensive research on the economics of the interior ‘
‘-chippewa bands for 20th century treaty litigation. vDuring
‘the hearings culninatingfin»the Doylewdecision of 1967,
Cleland was the only witness.called-bj the Chippewa
attorneys.'cleland'ssexpert-testinonyagreatly»assisted~the
- Chippewa to-secure:a-positiVe decision from the-federalk
judge. cleland's~research-concentrates-on»the specific
econonics of the interior ‘bands- and the influences of
Americans and Europeans on the- Chippewa. |

| Densnore did her research in the early 20/th csntury,
compiling excellent data from- Chippewa ‘who -had followed thel
traditional lifestyle of the interior bands tn their youth.
Densnore‘s publicationFChinpgwa'Custpms'provides-uSefult‘l
descriptions of the seasonal economic-practices-of the'
Chippewa and the traditional Chippewailifestyle. This
chapter on ChippewaAeconomics will befdividedlintowtwo
‘categories; an overview of the: general economics which

influenced the interior ‘bands in the Lac bu- Flambeau District

33



~

and the seasonal actlvltles of the tradltlonal economlc cycle
which the 1nterior ‘bands of the Chippewa Eollowed. v
' The Chlppewa of the Lac Du Flambeau District did not
‘, start to inhabit the lnterior region below Lake Superior
untll_the late 1730%s: Prior to thls perlod a11 Chippewa
wefe{ﬁolloﬁingvthe lake-shoreteconomy whileAresidlng at-_
VChequpmegon;~rThe'bands ofwthe;Chtppeua whofoccupiedgthe‘-,~
,intezior‘region ofvthe-Lac Du Flambeau'oistrict maintained
some lake shore econemic traditiohsjwhlgh applied to the
interlor~ecpnqﬁyﬁ';often theslake:shore,practices~would'be
modiiied £orumore-efficlent.gatherlng of tnterioi
réspurces;(77)~~Forvexanple,pthe;interlor;Chtppewa;bands
modifléd thelr~neans o£~t£an5porfation«to adapt:to the |
nq@aQIQ pursult of scattgred;seascnalvresourqes.,"The'
Chippewa of the interior region also de#eloped ﬁew»economlc
' pfactlceS'which-wefe exclusiveato‘thetr‘érea‘of’settlempnt.
| For speclific analysis of the,Chippewa-bands»in~the'Lac
Du Flambeau Dlstrlct,‘on1y=thé~ffadit10na1~Interior economic
cycfe1w111.be assessed}*vwhe-lakeasﬁote and»transltionalgdpv
' economlcmcyclesgwhlch thescabands followed-prlor to the late f
_lﬂth‘century‘wlll befexcluded;prhe»inferior‘band,period R
began vhengfhepvtllage-sites opraCMDuwrlanbeau,~Trdut Ldke;
wisconsih-ntvér, Peltcnn-Lake,~Turt1epPortage, and<Laéfv16ux;J
Desert were- summer resldences and when the £all/w1nter hunts
,were typically carried out in the Chippewa River and
wisconsin River baslns.‘,'
After 1736 when ‘the- large settlement at. Chequamegon '
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began to disperse, ‘the - Chlppewa formed smaller bands which
modlfled their tradltlonal polltlcal and economic |
orgaq{zatlon.‘ cleland-noted.»"The-band, as’ theﬂlargést
"political group of the Chlppewa,«was based on resourCe;use.
This does not mean the Chippewa used the same kinds of
résou:CQS‘over‘the huge territory they occupied. 'In fact,
ecological diversity-within texritory led. to‘the'dévelopment'
of several distinct subsistence systems with their
appropriate settlement components."(78)

' The Chippewa did not have rigid band territorles for
resdurce-hse; actually~aésYStem-ofﬂzesodrce43haz1ng-existed-
between the 1ake‘Shore and*intgrlor bands. "These band
territories functlonedwtdiregulate'the uée of resources, both

| within the-band"terrltorymand-to~prov1d§ a mechaniSmeO’that
resources could occasionally be shared among bands. This was
‘accompllshed by means of kin linkages formed- by marrlage
between members§q£~different:bandsw!t19)» The smaller band
stxuctuie‘had“enough flexlbtlity.tO“enéure both'reguiatlon of
resources and-the;shér&ng‘oféresources~1n.time-of scarcity.

'European-Anerican-lnterventiohﬂin.the economics of ‘the
Chippewa had been important-since the 17th.century. Ftom;the
earliesf'recozdedwhlstory of -the chlppeuh topthe 1840's, the
fur trade»had-an“ehormous~inf1ugncé-on the economics of these
Indiaﬁs.' The Chippewa's'gtétﬁ#was~mod1£led throthout‘the
fur trader perlod, bnt“éﬁeir»economic participationf;n5the-v 
furtrade‘whs a vital concern to the Chippewafs economy. As
the fur trade-fallea#tn,the-18;0‘5,'the.Un1tedstates’

/
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Government began to influence the economics of the chippewa
vwith annuity payments.‘ starting in 1837, the annuity and
treaty process continued the influence of\the white ‘man upon
‘:the Chippewa into the 20th century.,Interior bands were
| effected less by American intervention and the Lac du -
yFlambeau band was not heavily-regulated until 1874 (00)
| The chippewa gained most of their economic goods from
their environment.a The interior bands followed an annual
cycle which was - based on abundant seasonal resources.‘ The
chippewa of the Lac bu Flambeau area continued to follow
their traditional economic cycle into the 1870'5,(01) and
'gdepended on traditional seasonal resources until 1900 (02)
,The Chippewa were fluid in their movements, covering hundreds
- of square miles in a- year ‘to gather important natural |
resources.‘ In this situation transportation had to be direct
“V”and as quick as possible.. The Chippewa of the Lac Du
Flambeau District were experts in navigation and |
transportation, without such expertise the Chippewa of the"i
'dinterior would have been deprived of inportant resources on"
| which their survival depended. ‘l - | -

The economics of the Lac Du Flambeau District bands Here

' 7assessed by several 19th-century observers who offered

important primary documentation on the interior bands ' d'
- economic activities. In 1832, Sherman Hall a missionary,
',gave a: detailed account of the seasonai economic activities
of the Lac Du Flambeau band. knﬂ_ fﬂ | :‘ | -
The Indians of that band'are‘vervvmuch.scattered.
- In the summer they separate into small villages.

\ ’
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about numerous lakes in the. section of ‘the country
they occupy. They leave the-upper country in fall

"«,;and ‘do not return until about March. They are engage
-fin ‘that season for sugar making, in that business
.*[sicl.~ During the time they are in deer country,
.they are constantly moving from place to place.

‘About the filrst (of) January they commence thelr
~March to the upper country, from which time they
‘change- their encampments- every second day till they

reach their destination more than two months after-

wards. . . . S8carcelya family remains in the

i hVicinity of Lac Du Flambeau during the winter (83) |
The Chippewa of the interior did not consistently follow this |
- cycle,;fluctuations occurred,according;to resource supply and
other;pressures. ~8herman Hall, a La Pointe based.missionary,
noted‘economic'cycle-modifications invhisflééz'journal,'F,a.
| ,rtheytbegan to"leave~£or their -fall hunts earlier than
usual, and before theUWhole-band collected near the post.”.
They make their fall and winter hunts low down the Chippewa
river. “(04) | | S ‘ |

Flexibility was important due to changing resources, the

Chippewa?had“to;reactito_changes;in'fur;markets, government

‘ regulations, climate,igame populations, and other‘variables;
Their economic £1exibility ﬁas evidenced“in a variety of
_‘activities, pursuing different resources which would support
= the bands population. The seasonal economic flexibility of
the interior bands of: the chippewa will be assessed in ‘
greater detail in the second part o£ this chapter., ' '

7 ' In 1834 James Allen, a military official traveling with
Henry 8choolcraft met Hr. Oakes, a Lac ‘Du- Flanbeau fur
trader. Allen s journal provides a fine primary record of

the status of Oakes' fur post and*the"tac bu Flambeau band.

This_source compliments;nall's journal»well. ‘Allen,noted:
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"The Indians of this department get nearly all of thelr goods
and“necessities from him (Mr. Oakes). and~subsist on the

,{w . o :
resources o£ their country, game and fish. : In the fall and

vinter they kill*greet~numbers-o£ the common reu;deer,.yhieh =
.‘are very plenty about- the- Chippewa river.f In-the spring and
summer, their subsistence is principaily fish and berries,
and a £ew furried animals."(68) - This‘dqcumentiindicates,the
important‘contributionwthe fur traders made'in supplying
trade geeds to the interior bands. Afterﬁthe_fur trgdepg‘fu.
collapsed, the;interior»bands o£_the~Chippewaebecameﬁmore;;
‘dependent upon annuity goods, which-were'orten'ei.inferierigl
‘quality. e

The interior economic cycle the Chippeua £ollowed daia
notfalways providepadequate resources to keep;theyLac,Due :
Flambeau-band‘abeve the poverty level. pin,isse,ﬂthe Flambeau
Chippewa were noted as beingu?naked*januj*starving"atc&)
Interestingiy, in,1855 these‘sameplndians Eollowed“theire
'—itraditiOnel ecOnenid'cycle-based en7nomadid)trave1 to‘?
seasonai natural resources. (07) In the 1860'3 and 1870's,
Jean Brunet noted that in the £a11 and winter, a mile of |
Chippewva wiguans lined Brunet Rapids on: the Chippewa River.
'_(00) Cieiand sums up the Chippewa commitment to their
traditionalrlifestyie weil, "Despite the pressures which
tendedute.force Indians into'neu'medes~e£ 1iving; theynake
Superior Chippewa clung tenaciously to their culture.”(&!) )

Traditional Seasonal Activities . DR
SPRING-Maxrch through mid-Hay. :
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B The annual cycle of the Chippewa. started ln the early
_sprlng when the lnterior ‘bands arrived at their sugar camps
in-. the northern lake region near thelr traditional vlllage
sltes.' Leavlng their: winter camps along the Chippewa River
in late -December or early January, they used ‘toboggans to -
travel north.rlﬂidlng»in ‘the marsh grass tofavoid attack from
tns‘Dakotas,-theyﬁmoved-up the Flambeau and Bear Rivers to
'their sﬁring'SItes Ln'the'Lac«DuFlambsaufaresf(SO)-

o .The»best'research-on'ths seasonal economic cycles of the
;nterQrsbandslof‘the Chlppewa'was completed'byfethnnléqist
Frances Densmore. - Durlng the early 20th ‘century she compllsd-
-data from tradltional chlppewa who had partlcipated in the

seasonal’ economic cycles of the mid- 19th century. Densmore

" called this portion of the chlppewa culture the‘“industrial

year®, and she had a-seventy-four-yearuntdvChlppewa~woman
named Nodinens givefa¥COmp1ete<narrat1ve;‘

‘When we got to the sugar bush we took the birch-bark
dishes out of the storage and the women began tapping
- the trees. We had queer-shaped axes made of iron.
.« « - the men cut holes-in-the ice, put something over
i thelr heads, and fished through the ice. There were
" plenty of big fish in-those days, and the men speared
them. '‘My father had some wire, 'and made fishhooks
and tied them basswood: cord, and he got lots of
- pickerel that way. A food cache was always near the .
sugar camp. We opened that and had all kinds of nice
food that we had stored in fall. There were cedar-
bark bags of rice, there were cranberries sewed in
- birch-bark makuks and long strings of dried potatoest
‘and apples. . . . As soon'as the creeks opened, the
-boys caught lots of small fish, and my sister and I
carried them to camp"and ‘dried them on - a frame. My -
‘mother had two or three big brass: kettles that she had
bought from an English-trader and a few tin pails from
 the American trader. She used these in making sugar.
" . . . We added to our-garden’ every spring . . . We.
?planted potatoes, corn,‘and pumpkins. (91) EEE

{
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?rThls narrative was nearly a complete representatlon of -
the;economic activities carried out by the Lac Du Flambeau
»vbistrrgt bands in. the spring.- |

’ Tne sprlng season required hard - work as well. as-
cooperation among Indtan: families. The- Chippewa were often
"tired and hungry when returning to- the sugar camps after
their long winter marchest Food caches buried 1n the fall
were:ylta1~£or»the-chippewa unt11~¢hey could gather enough
feod-fO'start-thisfrigorousrseason.’ The caChes had to be
hldden and prepared well so animals- would not dlsturb them
‘and also to- prevent spoilage.i

- ‘When the‘sap stopped‘runnlng“and ell;the eugar was..
’processed, the Flambeau;area Indians fished and hunted for a
kshort perlod~dur1ng anﬁual;épawntnghrunsmand bird migrations.
Spaﬁning:runs;started~soon nfterethe,ieeewent offntneilakes;‘
the chlppeuaﬂwould-spear atﬁnight uslng.torches_to-lllnmlnate
the,ﬁater; Hunting andwtrapping;were carried out £er both
food and hides, ‘depending on - game populatlons,_the bands'
food supplles and: the fur market

Plantlng crude gardene ‘was lmportant for the chippewa,
nsupplying-bothrproduce~andustorable;foodrfor,cachee;:nThe.‘
gardens.gontained;corn,-beans;:petatoee;‘anﬁ_SQuash, nnd}were.
planted-in open areas-where the thiék*growth of ‘pine. would;‘
nbt~bloek'out the’sun. | The interior bands often planted on
peninsulas and islands to extend the - growlng season. The
warm- water of large lakes or circulating rivers (91) acted as

a radlator and so provlded enough frost—free days to harvest‘

/
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; cornﬂtsz) and other crops requlring longer growlng
ivseasons;(94) Potatoes ‘were provlded to the Chippewa by fur-
. traders and proved to be an excellent addition to the
__Indlan swdiet The - potato was both storable and could grow
43easii} in the. short growing season and sandy soil of the’ 8
f”lntertor-region;(&S)- |
. The northern~lake-regton waenot'good'£0r?huutlug:duedto’
‘the»heavy forest canopy which denied foodeEOr»large game
'.Pobulations; The areamwhichuthe*Lac Du«rlambeau.Distriot Vlf
~ bands ‘occupled was a boreal foreet which best supported game
populations of larger species, moose and black bear. - Other
large game animals such as elk-and deer-dld enter the borealf
forest‘but~keptuusually-near the prairies and grasslands.96
'Wh11e=occupylngethelr“sunmer residences-in the-boreal-forest,
the Chippewa had to hunbvandmtrapvemaller animals, and.fish
more to compensate for ‘small- blg game populatlone.
;:DHHHII-HIG—Hay through: late: August
- Summer was the easiest. time of year to subsist in the
'~1hterlor“regton of Lake Superiorf'~Food from a variety of -
souroeerwae plentifulf“while-the-greateetuconcern]was‘enemy_‘
warparties,ﬁ'rheChlppewa‘continued-toibe active, worklng»ou .
gathering food, repalrs of wiéwams, buiidtngfcanoes,'
mauufacturlnthools and weapons; and“preparlng for the
winter;' Nodlnen s narratlve desorlbes with excellent detall
her . summer - duties as a chlld in a- tradltional 19th century
Chippewa band: “There~wae-scarcely an idle person around the
place. oThe«wonendmade cedar-bark mats and”bagsofor*sumner

L

41



S T

use.*u;.f, They grew in certain places -and the girls carrlied
them to the camp._ He gathered plenty of basswood bark and

birch bark, using our canoes along the lake ‘and- streams._ Ve

dried berries and put them in bags for winter use.9¢’7)

The men ‘were just as busy hunting and fishing, while -
taking time to repair and build important equipment No
trapping for hides took place during ‘the summer because the
animals' fur had- lost its prime due to the varm weather. .
Fall was approaching and the Chippewa had to'be preparedeith-‘
proper equipnent to harvest natural resources during the up
coning labor - intensive period. Sunner was the season for
war, ‘repair, building, cultural celebrations, and preparationk
for the difficult months ahead. | |
!nLL~Late August through mid November

o Fall represented the most critical season for he
chippewa.’ Food stores had to be established from the fall
harvest, fishing, ané- hunting to avoid starvation and
hardship during the long winter.' The~Chippewa,s economic
cycle was-most-flerible=duringrthiseseason due to'thel
: abundance of resources.and-the:inportance@of-larqe harvests.
Theinteriorlbands-hadwtowdeCide whichznatura1~resources_werefa
_most'abundant,;accessible; and would best sult their econonic
needs,<~ ‘. h el

Nodinens’continued»her)useful»narratiVe of the
traditional«Chippewa interior bands economies describing the
fall duties'of Indian;women: L .. h |

Next cameuthe;rice-season. The;rice-fields;‘
were qulte aidistancefaway anduwe.camped while
_‘é



. we gathered rice. Then we returned to our summer
camp and harvested our potatoes, corn, pumpkins,
and squash, putting them in cache which were not
far from the gardens.
.. By this time men had gone away for the fall

- trapping. Wwhen the harvest was over and colder

. weather came, the women began their fall fishing,

. often working at this until after the snow came.

"-When the men returned from fall trapping we started for

© the winter camp. (90) ' ’ | :
_Nodinens' description of the fall cycle was consistent with
the Lac Du Fiambeau District bands..Her narrative gives an
outstanding'acconnt of the speclialization of men and Qoneng
participating in fall economic activities. COOperation'and
speciallzation among band members made it possible £or the :
chippewa to secure enough food for the winter and early
‘ spring. | | “ o .

wildrice gathering was an important part of the fall

activities because the rice uas a najor portion of the |

chippewa diet and was storable in caches.; In late August,

the,wildrice:matnresvand must be -harvested quickly because
the tops would soon-fall-intO»the-water.- Indians worked-
extrenely hard during :‘this period and-attempted to gather and
process as nuchvwildrice as.possible. Unfortunately, |
wildrice was an unreliable source of food due to:fluctuations'
in watex levelecaused‘by-climatic changes andubeaver.dans."
(99) During perlods ofﬁildrice;shortages; the chippewa_
‘depended more upon their,gardens; nuts, and berriesvfor:‘,f
storable goods for cachesfi, |

vhfter the rice harvest, the-women started to harvest the
gardens which:had ?een‘planted'in'the'spring.-<lf-time

L _
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f“allowed, the women could also harvest cranberrles and nuts

' which matured for harvest in the early fall. The food was\

| dlvlded;andfthen prepared to be;put;ln cachefor“transported
tovwinter éamps. 'The-women would also flsh during-the late
£a11 whlle the men prepared for the fall journey down the
_Chlppewa River to the: traditional fall and winter. hunting
grounds. '

It was possible for. the Chippewa to stay in the intezior
during the'late»fall to harvest lake brout, white fish, and
VCIsco.\/Eéch ofthese-fish'snawn in great‘numbers'durlng~the
late fall and could be caught'easlly,wlth‘glllsnets. “Trout
‘Lake, and or many other lakes in the Lac Du Flambeau and
ﬂanltbwish'waters area have large“ftshariesﬂfor thesetfali |
spéwning f£ish which'couldwhelp'suppott-a family chdosing tn

.\winterrln the LaC‘Du-Flambeau‘area.;,After’1837, the“annulty.
process drew the Chippewuao£~the:LaC;DufFlambeau,Dlstzict¢;;
north to La Point; some‘lntériorjbandégremalned longer on -
Lake Superlor to pérticipate;1n;the»léké_shoze‘economyfand
;fi:heh~the_fa11 spannlng runs. (100) . - ‘ |

rhpse'Chlppéwa-whomade;the”Lacﬂvu;FIambean area-thelr
permanent;zesidencegand;didfnot mlgiate to‘the‘ChlppeﬁafRiver
probably trapped-and Qained economic suppdtt-fromwthemfur
'trdders. The Indians:who trapped often had agents of the
fur traders wlntering in the traditional vlllages supplying
the needed economic suppozt'ﬁoz Chlppewa:families in the
_scarCItyfof;winter;(lOl)»gfhe Chippeva remalned~£1ex1b1e
‘during the fur trade ern, Elshlng,'trapplng,,huntlngr
[ o -
Y

44



v trading, andttraveling to”gainitherneeded'supplies to
subsist. . | | ' | |

‘,‘ After 1837 the annuity process competed with: the '
traditional fall economic activities ‘of the: Chippewa. The
- treaties ‘Wwhich guaranteed the Chippewastrade goods and
‘services created a conflict o£~economic'activities;.-Duefto
poor“regulation by the"United-states Government many of the
| Chippewa were only receiving a fraction of the annuities
_‘agreed upon. Haking matters worse, American miners and
'lumbermen frequently harassed and robbed the Indians of their
valuables when traveling to La Pointe.» The Chippewa tended
to participate in the annuity process irregularly due to the
problems of annuity distribution and conflicting economic |
i activities ‘in the fall. o o
| . The majority o£ the Chippewa traveled down the Chippewa
" River in late fall to an area between chippewa Falls and the
junction of the Chippewa and Flanbeau Rivers (102) This was
-Athe traditional wintering site of many interior bands fromld)
all over'Wisconsinwfioa) This region ‘was easily defended
_against enemies due to- the large concentration o£ interior
bands. This area of the Chippewa River was near the game-
' rich tension zone and which ‘would support large native ;_
populations through the winter (104) |
ﬂ'!l!ln-ﬁid—ﬂovenber through March il RO

Winter was the season of. hardship in Chippewa countryi)yi
Chippewa survival depended upon ‘the weather, food caches,
success£u1 hunting and fishing, and good preparation. ;'
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Efficiency in all winter activities was important to conserve
energy and stay warm. Nodinens commented that, "Uhenklvwas
young everything was systematic.v We worked~day«andwnight'and‘
made the best use of the materials we had. "(108) From
Nodinens!inarrative'of.the winter cycle; it«is*clear that‘

' organization played a- critical role in the interior bands
winter activities.

"¢’y . when the lce froze on the lakes we started for
- the game fleld. I carried half of the bulrush mats
.- and my mother carrled the other half. We rolled the
blankets inside the mats; and if there was a little
baby my mother put it inside the roll, cradle board : -
rand all. It was a warm place-an@ safe for the baby.
~I.carried a kettle, such as rice and dried berries,
and we always took a bag of dried pumpkin flowers, as
~“..they were so0 nice to thicken the meat gravy during the
winter. There were six families in our party, and when
we found a nice place in. the deep woods we made our- -
. winter camp.
ES . . . We snared rabbits. .and partridges for food
and cleaned and froze all that we did and not need
at the time.
, . o My’ £ather was a good hunter and sometimes
- kllled two deer in a day. Some hunters took a sled to
- bring back the game, but more frequently they brought
- back only part of the animal, and the women went the
next day and packed the rest of the meat on their backs.
o « '+ . During the winter my grandmother made lots
‘ o£ fish nets: of nettle-stalk ‘£iber. Everyone was busy.
" 'Some of the men: started on. long hunting: trips  in the
‘; middle of winter . . ‘ (106) ’

The narrative continued to reflect the traditional winter
'activities of the Lac Du Flambeau District bands. Those
interior bands which chose to stay in the Lac Du Flambeau
area, were likely dependent on the fur traders for support
1Host of the Lac Du Flambeau District bands did migrate down
the Chippewa River and wintered ‘near the tension zone. |
The rapids area o£ the Chippewa River had a milder
climate than the<northern reaches of the Chippewa s domain}
| 16



ﬁ and could supply a large Indlan population with. water and
'food.\ ‘The river area above Chippewa Falls where the Ainterior

bands usually had - thelr wlnter camps was a series of: large

rapids and £alls. The turbulent water would stay open all

year round and would allow Eor an easy water source as 4

| temperatures plummeted. | | : :

) close to the tenslon zone: the Chlppewa hunted the herds
of deer, elk, and blson which roamed the pralrles and Eorest
‘edge to the south. A fur trader»always'had a winter post
near the Chlppewa~side‘of the?tenslonrﬁone, providing trade
"kgoods'ahd £ood-to-any-IndiahAbrinqlng hidesAback from the
contested area. Flshlhg on‘the-r1Verﬁpzov1ded a falr source
, o£k£ood;»this actlvttyfwasloften carried out by the women
while'men.were5hunt1ngAend trapping. o 7

| Sometime in or heer'Jenuary,.the,chippewavwould split
away_fiom the large wintex camp on the chippeﬁa River4and'
"mahe‘the'journey-north to'their sogar_camps. ‘The Chippewa
frequently just abandoned fhelr canoes and made toboggans to
tranéport thelir families!*possessions; 'It'ﬁus a long and
difficolt walk~back‘to-the-tradltlohal village sites of
the Chippewh, but soon~aihew'econom1cfyear would 5tert~w1th
the\Sugar season. |

The Chippewa were aware of-hoththellnfluencee of hature

and the Buropean/Amerlcan ipfluehces on their economies andp
eubsistence;(to7)'clelaﬁohsumma;izes the Chlppeﬁa's economic
| approach‘uellﬁp | | | :
In fruth‘these Chippewalpeople were»struggling,

"experimenting and changing. Developing new strategles
| 1 o Ce :
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to enhance thelr survival as individuals and as a
“.people. The fact that they did survive under unusual- -
"1y harsh conditions attests to the success of these

strategles.

# Understanding how the 19/th century Chippewa
survived and how they used the resources of their
environment to do so must necessarily start with the

. premise that they were not merely reacting to events
devised and imposed on- them by others. To the contrary,
" the Chippewa developed thelr own strategles to

~ manipulate their culture and natural environment to

~.try to-achieve their own ends."(108)
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| 7:‘THE’FUR TRADE AND LAC DU FLAMBEAU DISTRICT BANDS
0 In the 17/th century, during either the Great Lakes Fur
Falrs or at sault Ste. Marie, French fur- traders made first
contact with the Chippewa. This marked the beginning of a
culturallyrdestructlve relatlonship»whlch'wouldwultimately_
lead‘tokmodificationauin~the tradit@onai Chippewa lifestyle.
~ The fur trade was the chippewﬁ Indian'S'a6cess mechaniem to
European'cuiture. Until about 1820, the fur trade was the
'major ‘European contact with the chippewa.
| - The economic demand for furs in Europe-created-hugef
profits and drove the'furwtraders“deepflnto;chlppowa-country
to exﬁractithe wealthfof pelts;anduhldeer'.The*Frenoh;
,hsnglieh{ and Ameriéans‘all-todk»theirJturnrin»the.fur trade
of the Great Lakes, each.modifying the traditiohal lifestyle -
of'the‘chlppewo. "By the 1840'5, ‘when :the fur market bottomed
out the Chippewa were- caaualties of a war they did not
understand»and were-unable ‘to fight. The battles were fought
at trading posts with alcohol, diseases, and strange
'economles which divided the Chippewa natlon and -altered its
culture in ways that were corrosive to its tradltlonal
lifestyle. '
: The fur traders entered- the chippewa s country seemingly

as friends, offering new economic opportunitles. The

[
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C’Eﬁgépoan and American fur trade of the Lake Superlor reqion
}waéiéontrolled by-several different fur‘compaﬁies. ‘All
companies,'regardless of nationality or ownership,_operated
similarly"they acquired furs from: the Indians in return- for:
trade goods or credlt Each fur trader's dutles would
lnclude operating areas of exchange or trading posts,.»
transporting~trade-goods-and-furs between company
headquarters and wiiderness sites, and making the Chippewé'
dependent -upon the fur'tréde and accountable £br Credlt.

| *Fur'traders‘éave £00@, rum, and-trade goods to. the
Chlpbewa on credlt for future exchanges of fut, labor, or
food. (109) The standard economIC'measure;for~credit or
- ‘exchange in this market-economy was the plu, which was a
'£u11y~prepared beaver pelt ready_for~nark¢t;‘irhe plh had
Sﬁeclfic value relative to other hides:andrpelts-to maintain
consistency in fur trade transactions.(118) To satisfy these
- credit debts, the Chippewa had to deliver goods on the
. trader's terms, whiéh allowed each-fur-trader'greater control
in this market economy. Fur traders were often-a ruthless
breed of men who ignored morality, governnent-regulatidns,
and the chippewa's-best interests to create small profits»for
themselves-and huge’profits for shareholders in the fur
conpanles. | “

In the late 17th- century, the chippewa established a

settlement at Chequamegon, acting as;middiemen.for ‘the French

traders. Traders manipulated the Chippewa'with'the | |
| incentives of tzade goods such as alcohol, steel knlves,

. \/
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A:éépbgf kettleS,'guns, ttaps, and other yondrcus‘tools_uhICh_
~ uculd-revoluthanegthelr lifestyles. It was unde;stood;by-‘

t?eChippewauthat wellipzepared‘pelts\fromvthe Lake Superior
’wflderness would be accepted by the French in exchange .. for
the trade goods fzom Europe. The Chippewa modified their
economlc cycle and entered the lnterior region as natlve fuxr
traders. ‘Subsistence economic actlvltles‘along_the~1ake
5hote‘were‘suppleﬁented~by~econom1c galns'fiom‘the fur»tzade;
AS'mlddlemen in the Eur'trade) tne“chippewa\benefitedfby
galnlng superior trade- goods compared to other Indlans.,,ln}'
;the mazket economy of the Eur trade, the margln of profit for
thetChlppewa was mozevand better trade goods compared-to
other Indian tribes. The chippewa of chequamegon eventually &
lost thelr privileged ‘status in the fur trade.- Due - to
economic_competltlon,Erom;ernchgt:adexs in the Mississippl
Rlver region in the}t?ZOis,“the Chippewa-Dakota Alliance
~ended 1in 1736. RO

_ Famlllar with the advantages of the fur ‘trade, the

Chlppewa~fought theiz way‘lntocthewtnterloz region of Lake

Superlor tc nunt andmtiap*furs.; Durlngnsucceedlng-years, the}
/fur tradezs realized that the annual cycie which the interior
bands. of the Chlppewa followed greatly reduced the number of
pelts,these'lndlans-could,trap and later trade. In‘an’-ﬂ
attempt_to Inctease-profltsc/the;fur tradersrchanged'their,'
'methode‘of,opetatlon’wlth’the~Chlppeua~end entered.the |
1nterlot,reclon\to trade. "

Theffu: trade;s' 1nuestmentvstrateqy was;based_on

l\ ’
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modifying ‘the traditional chippewa nomadic lifestyle and
holding the Indian ‘bands in the best trappxng country. "This

business yenture cost fur,traders more‘in the_short run

| pécause_the Chippew& needed'increeseﬂotrade,goods to survive

~-in the interior lake-reglon. Traders lived in the wintex

camps of each Chippewa band to provide*support and establish

credit for future exchanges. Outside of their economic .

)cycle, the chippewa»soon became dependentkuponvfur'traderS'

ffor support and were subjected to a credit system which

forced the Indians to trap and hunt constantly to scratchrout
a meager existence., Probably by 1784 and certianly by 1791,
members of the Flambeau area bands took up permanent
residence in the Lac Du Flambeau District, in part due to

economic pressures of the fur trade. The fur traders had“

‘created a dependentQChippewa work force which would gather

pelts and nides in exchange for over-priced goods and to
balance credit systems,that fur traders controlled. 7

In 1792, the North West Company established the first
permanent fur post in:Lac Du Flambeau,tlli)walthoughrfur' o
traders had traveled into the Flanbeau»regionrsarlieritllaik"'
The fur traders, led'by-Chippowa gulides, followedrthe L
traditional routes that rhe interior bands had established..

‘The well-worn portages and smail Indian villagesjlinkod,tho'-

entire lake region, allowinq EOmplete coveragenofvthe‘best

trapping territory.

Interior trading posts became more important, as fur

traders wanted t% increase profits anmd drive out competing

i\ ) /
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i*cbhphnles. ‘From each fur post, ‘traders would send employees
e
called "COurlr La Drouine* lnto the wllderness to hold the

“NFlambeau Indians accountable for credit owed. (113), Residlnq'
in the small lnterlor band's vlllaqes, ‘these fur ‘company
_‘employees would take furs, meat, wildrice, andlcrqps to
'satlsfy the debts lndurred*by thewthdians;' Ih his 1804
journal, Halhiot a North west fur trader in Lac Du Flambeau,'
‘:descrlbed the typical operation of a COurlr La Droulne,~
‘“;'".“5. he runs no risk because he arrives at the vlllage, I
'suppose, with a keg of rum. Hq £1nds-the Savages sobgr, he
‘gets_from them 10 or 11 sacks of wild rice for which he gives
" 'his keg;:thgnléaves at once and ls ridlof'thém; CLuM124)
i This procedure denied the“chippewapthe\:eSOurces'to survive
“and disrupted thelr culture due to the constant disruption
.‘lntblthe.fut‘industry§7 | | | o » | A'
" This was anintﬁntlohal“précticeimpiemcntedvby fur
traderS*buylng storable foods such“asﬁwlldrlce; potatoes,
berries, and sugar to later force the Chippewa to trap ’
‘anlmals whose hides and fur were in demand. ‘The Chlppewar |
were not interested in building thelr.materlai‘wéalth and, if
they had enough food\and,trade‘goodsrto~surv1ve,.they tended
toplgnore'the fui tradersw(lis)“'Uslng*aicohol‘for exchahgé,
"the traders would buy up much of the storable £ood the
Chlppewa produced to- create scarclty durlng the winter.(116)
-Anlmalphldes-were 1n their‘best-condltlon during- the colder
mohths,pand the scarcity of food gave théfurftraders'°“ B
léyerége-to force?thé‘Chlppewa to gather p¢1ts*ahd hides.
_ L ,

\
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;Alcohol,.usually rum, was the perfect ‘trade good for the fur
traders to exchange with the Chippewa. Rum was -concentrated
and could be carried in small quantities to' later be diluted,
B it was,storable,‘and'tended to be addictive to those who |
chnsumed it. | |
. In the iate 18thand»early19thcenturies,:twottrading
;posts existed in Lac Du Flambeau. fAt_thejturn~ofithe.19th‘
..century,ithe.North HESt'Company post and the X Y company-posts
‘were both in operation. In the late 18th century, the North
AVest,COmpany5had estabiished-a fur trade empireninuthe-Lake
‘Superior region, and erpanded intoobac~ou Flanbeau.(111). By
. 1796, dissidents £ron the North West-Company had formed a
_rival business known-asthe x;YFCompany.1.The,xTY,conpany's,
procedure included setting‘up a.competing post close to a
‘North West Company- post in an attempt to undercut the
"Nor'westers"-prices.‘ Unfortunately, this competition did
not assist the Indlans- in- gaining fair prices or a better
standard: of living as some capitalists might suggest. To the
- contrary, the result was cutthroat competition which centered‘ '
on the unrestricted use of rum to coerce the Chippewas into -
unreasonable trade.
The'period~o£'fur'trade-competition in-LaC»Du'Flambeau
lasted Erom about 1796-1805, leaving in its wake death,
: cultural destruction, and social turmoil. The North west
post was economica11y~a11ied with £ive remaining Chippewa
bands of Lac Du Flambeau District "while the X Y cOmpany had

the support of the Lac Du:Flambeau" band*(ll&) Friction

i
L
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Q:Pétﬁeen the two different Chippewa factions did occur,
.7§6E;t1m§§-rggult1ng<1n;hours.of’comb&f'and bloodshed. (119)
”NI;}1804{-thex Y Company was bought out by the North West
v‘éompanf maiking the end of the dangerous competttionin}
~ Flambeau, Sadly,‘the competition continued into 1805 due to
'the*slow>de11veiy of news and the preéedentS‘set éarliér”"
-between the IndianS”and-fur traders. After the business
\cqnsolldation of:leot;vthe'new'COmpany abandoned the X Y Post
leaving only the Northfwestrpost in operation. :

After the war of 1812, the United states began to
exercise its new control over the Lac Du Flambeau District
causing the £ﬁr'trade3o£ Lac Du Flambeau to agaln dhange".
ownership. The American Fur Company was-controlled by Johﬁ

x dacob‘hstor and took-over'the"southern Lake Superior fur
trade‘in 1816 when federal legislation permitted-oniy i
American traders to be licensed.(120) This-legislature’hadr
>£orced the kbrfhweSt COmpany’to leave the territories of the
Unlted‘states. By 1818, Astor's American Fur Company {(also
known as the-SOuthweStJCOmpany).had moved into the abandoned
Noxth West Company post -at Lac Du Flambeau and opetated there
until 1845, when the fur trade was abandoned throughout the
Chippewa's country. (121)
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CHAPTER VI ,
POSSIBLE SITES OF THE FUR TRADE "POS'I‘S~IIN LAC DU FLAMBEAU
ﬂo record of the‘preeise location of either?the Noxth

;rWest/Amerlcan Fur COmpany s or X ¥ COmpany s posts has yet
been found. - Several primary sources however give rough

) descriptions of wvhere these posts may have been located. Ben
‘Guthrie, a longrtime resident of Lac Du Flambeau\and-notedd
f‘htstorian,fhas researChed-the-Flambeauwfur_trade post sites
and is recognized as an authorlty-on-theAhistory of Lac Du
Flambeau. Using primary documente and conversations‘he'had
with chippewa in the earlY»part of thie century, Guthrie hae
selected four posstble sites which may~havehconta1ned the fur
trade posts of Lac Du- Plambeau.

- The map 6-1 of Lac Du Flambeau indicates the four
possible sites a3wdescr1bed-by Ben Guthrieb The traditional
Indian village of the Lac Du Flambeau~&ndlan band was ioCated
at the mouth of the Bear: River in the Northwest corner of
Flambeau Lake. The red and blue sites marked on map 6-1
wonld-have’beenvin thewvillage area'and’close to the band.
V'Interestingly, some data suggests that ‘one or both of the fur
posts may have been locatedraway from the traditional villageV
of the LaC»Du Flambeau Indians. The green and orange areas
on map 6-1 lndicate reglons of the lake away from the ‘

Flambeau village,which may have contained the fur trading

[
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posts.
: ;he colored areas which are marked on the map represents
.,between 100 and 250 yards, 1ndicating that, even when
’ nestimating post 1ocations, there is a great deal of '
- uncertainty. The trading posts ‘were actually large, as .
described by Victor Malhiot, the North West fur trader of Lac
2 'Du Flambeau in 1804:"“.“. . a house twenty feet square,fof
logs placed one on the:other made by four men; 70 cords of
)fire-wood~chopped; pickets sawn”forca“fort;'a‘bastion
‘covered; a clearing for sowing'B-Kegs of potatoes. .'{;"(122)
tThe Northdwbstpost,'as7descr1bed-by'uaihlot;“would‘have
~taken up one -or two-acres_df land,.limitingrtheepossible
,sites-where a fur oost4COuld'have~been'located; “The post
'probably would not have been built too close to tne\village
" due to the room which it demanded for operation. Water
access, which was also important to*theifur‘traders; would be
limited in the areaso£>the-rndian‘v111age, due to the =
' estabiished Indian family sites along the lake;1 |
ﬁThe~prlmary~journalshwhlch_best descrlbe'the~forts'
locations have differlng references to the'actuai'posltion of
the posts.. The~most~common-references uere‘tortheluortﬁ"
westfhmericanepost which was in operation'EOr'nOre.than‘fifty
years; The X Y Company would only have -been in operatlon for :
a maximum of eight years and few journals refer ‘to its |
location. ' The references ln all-journals aLIQW»for sone
speculatlon'on thedactualﬁlocation:or*the"fur posts and are
worth‘lnvestigating.f‘
_.<f
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vThe greatest amount of data concerning the fur trade of
“iLac Du Flambeau came from victor ‘Malhiot's journals from -
1804-05. . Halh;otlkept seml—dally accounts»othhe activities
| whicn-affected the £ut{trade~o£‘FIambeauhdurinq the~period of
| heavy competltion with the X Y Company Unfortunately, |
Halhiot did not lnclude a map of Flambeau, nor did he ever
glve the‘preclse 1ocation of”either post._Halhlotrdidvhaveaa‘
: great interest in the status of his competitors-at;the x_!‘_
posti“and he hade_manyﬂentrles_into\hla journals‘which;
- docnment X xnactlvltiesJ ‘These entries glve;vague«references
to the x'Y‘post'sllocation-relativewtdwthe North-ﬁest~post,- |
and often reier to points of travel and “the sequence of
Indlan: contacts which further reveals -80me posslbilltles of
locatlon.w L | o |
| Malhiot had several entries whichindlcate_that:the
- dlstance~£rom his post to‘the village of Lac Du Flambeau and
the x Y post was stgnificant -enough- to: ‘require 1engthy travel
fand to deny visible contact. ;Halhiot-was;always interested:
in the activities of the X Yopost‘andgiteffur trader,
Chorette. ALl X Y entries by Malhlot refer to information
7beinéqobtalned“frommpeople traveling=from the X Y post to the
_North West poet or by Malhiot h1m5e1£_1n~trave111ngtto;theo
competttof'atpost;f During the period of coMpetltion between "
thenrlanbeauvfnrutraders, informatlon was important and was
empnaeiaed ln.the-jontnais.‘ -‘Malhiot would have spied on the
trade'and-activities of Chorette if he was in a position to_,
do so. Theonly.;eference to the location of the X Y post
) ’</ .
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?~£zom the North west post was from gun shots whlch would
travel great distances (123) No other entries clearly refer*
to.the position of the XY post o; ‘the vlllags-of Flambeau
frsm‘the‘piemises‘oflthe North West post.
- ‘Malhiot would prObably'havelocated'hls‘No:thWest post".
‘away from the tradli't tonal village of the Lac Du -mambeau B
band. - The X Y‘Company7had-clOsthies“to the Lac Du Flsnbeau
| band, whiie9the North-West post did‘mqst-of,its tradtngnwith.
the five other bands which occupled the Lac Du Flambeau
District. The two economlc factlons of chibpsﬁé sometimes”
fduéht”bns'another‘and.asséulted~rtval'fur-traders}(124j<¥:f
_The North West post was probably close to the water
‘A,aCCOtding~to-ths many references of canoe ‘arrivals at thgﬁ.ﬂv"
post, "Thirty cahoss~arrivedjhere'at*ﬁbon; Chsrettefs Savages
~ made me a present of 3 sacks of wild rice for which I gave
them a keg of rum and a brasse of~Tobacco."tiZ$) = Phis
quotation evidences three significant detalils of the North
'West post's locstionfsftrst,*thsvclpsewproximityJo£7the'p68tl
to theQater,jséCOndly,-Chorettg'sllndians had to travel to
'nanli‘ot by canoe, and finally, thé shore near the fort had to
,beflafge enough'for~th1rty‘6anoes. Other references by
Halhlot indlcate that the Xy post was at some distance and
required canoe travel "Today 1 am sending 3 men to»'7
‘Chorette's‘tO'getlmy canoetfglzs)« Three,men had to be_ssnt~'
to get his‘canoe,‘which;loaically rsquired the third man to
paddle Halhlot's vesseiVbask}"Indicatlhg~furthér-that water
travel was necessary to travel between the X Y post and North
, \/ -
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L Malhiot also made entriesiwhich suggésted that the North

. West post was some dfstance'EIOM>the:village of Lac Du

Flambeau. "A band of rascals who are camped here near the
Fort have gone to camp‘at the vlllage'ofrnac Du Flambeau,
until my people come."(127) - This entry indicates that there

was enough distance between the North West post and the

" Village of Lac Du Flambeau to completely séparate the twg; -

The referehces-to the dlstance'to the v111age of Lac Du
Flambeau 1h Malhiot's journals were similar to thé.X‘Y post
rﬁﬁerences, perhapﬁA}ndicgting that the villagg'and-x Y post
were close. to one another. |

The best indication of-the North West post's location in
Malhiot's journals was a‘dtscuésion~wtth a Trout'Lake Indian

named 1'Outarde who had~jﬂst*arrived~at the Fort. The

‘conversation dealt with the xreturn of}Bazinet, one of

Malhiot's men who was traveling by the Flambeau Trail portage

_from Lake Superior with supplies.*"PI'Outé:deJ asked‘meawhere

ﬁézlnet was and told him-he had gonelto the éortagé, and o
would not be‘back until tonight or tomorrow nlght because he.
was afrald to pass the village of Lac Du Flambeau in the day:
time lest-he-miéht be robbed;... .wl1'0utardel re-entered a
moment afterward and said to-me: 'No, no,~Bazinet~wlil not be
robbed,'kand,he'at'once comqgnde& with authority.three young 
men to go and meet‘htnvﬂtléi)y |
The entry illustrates that=the‘vi11age-o£-Lac;Du
Flambeau had to be passeduwhenﬁbrtnging'goods from Lake
'
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ff?Shperibr“pp the Bear River. The Flambeau band's attack would
Qdégest that the Notth-West post was not in the village |
because Bazinet had to~pass the.vlllage of_Léc Du Flambeah to
avoid ambush. When 1lZOutarde attempted td,support Bazinet's
.arrlyal;:three men had to be‘sent from the North Vest post to
the village area tor asslst#nde.‘~81nce l'Outardeiwas a
member of the Trout Lake band, he had arrived from the east,
6££ Lake Pokegéma,,and encountered the North West post first.
He then traveled to the-vlllagﬁ of Lac Du Flambeau, |
‘Indicating that the North West Company was east of the Indlan
village and requlredvsome degree of travel.l |

In 1820 James Duane Doty traveled to Lac Du Flamheau,,
keeping a journal with vague comments -and a poor map of his
journey. The material about Flambeau»is very limited but
- deals preélsely with the status of the Southwest or American
(The_old North West) fur trading post. ”The Company's fort
-Astandﬁﬂon the north side of the lake. The lake is .crooked,
is four miles long and one broad.”(129) This source seems
‘rather amblguods and not very valuable for locatlng the
American Fur Company's -Post, until Doty's maﬁ is observed. A
'strénge“eﬁtry-is-ma:ked on Doty's map,}a~box 1n-the northeast
'corner‘of,“LakeDu~Eltmb¢au“.is~marked "Estab.".(130) - This
may~refer’totthe-establlshment~o£-the American Fur Company
post of Lac Du. Flanbeau, illustrating the earliest map record
of a fur trading post ln’Flambeau.

Henry Schoolcraft; 'tn a hand-sketched map of the
interlor region; also placed the American Fur Company pdat on

(/ .
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'ffthe~northeast corner‘of Flambeau Lake near the channel to..
7h€Lake Pokegana.(131) | |
. The best source . available for the location of the
_’Amerlcan*Fur‘companyvpostuls an‘outstanding journal‘and\map
"created by Dr. J. G. Norwood,:a geologist attached to the
: Owen,geological expedition;of 1847.  Norwood: and other
geologistsloperating-forthe.American Government»were state;
;of-the-art«scientists’who.were attempting to‘aeseSSVthei‘
natural'resourcee‘availablerln the Lake Superior region. The
vdata:and maps which"these"scientlsts acCunulatedewere as:. - -
accurate as humanly posslble in. the 19th century.

Fortunately, Pxr. Norwood traveled through Lac Du
-Flambeau and entered lnto his records the locatlon of- the
'Amerlcan Fur post., ‘"The (Bear or-Lac~buVFIambeaul,river.is
exceedlngly»cr00ked,llte‘general cbursefbelng7s.s;E. We'
‘reached the- lake in the afternoon,fand,jcroseing its north-
westiarm,;campednear~thefold'tradlng.househoflthe American
Fur,cOmpany,“nou deserted;”(132)*-~Later,1Dr.aNorwood made |
another\entryﬂinto.hIStrecordfconcernlng'the locatlon of his
campslte»near“the Amerlcan:Fur.post,i"The.armiof thehlake,,*
'near whichlue“encamped“is called-by the Indlans,,Pokegoma; a
‘name glven to any lake connected with another, or with a
runnlng stream, by a very short outlet “(133)

The map which br. Norwood drew of Lac Du' Flambeau Lake .
marked 'the American Pur- COmpany post at the eastern most
point of land near the channel in between Flambeau Lake~and_

‘Pokegama,Lake;(134) This_slte‘is‘represented.1n'greenaand:q~

/
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‘?éﬁiargg§70n~fheimap 6-1 of possible sites for fur posts in

Léc thF;ambeau;JVTn¢‘ehiarged'map clearly'demonsttatesTthe

accuracy of map and journal references by Dr. Norwood

cdﬁcerning the location of the American Fur‘cdﬁpany's post,

‘the Indian village, and the Bear River. -Norwood's work has

proven to be accurate, and, if he did éamé‘on-the~point«of

_ land on Flambeau Lake near Pokegama Lake as described in his

~ journals and on his map, ‘the location of the American Fur -

7Company post would be limited to a”very.small*atea. “This -

uﬁgrrow'peninsula could -easily be inVestigatéd for evidénce by

archaeologists to determine whether or not the post actually

did exist at this location. -

Much of the analysis on‘the location of fur poSt sites

in Lac Du Flambeau‘ls‘spéculatlve.;~The»documents that are

 ava11ab1e only leave a few hints to the location of the North

- West/American post site, while no data-exists which would -

indicate the location-of the¢X;Y post. Inté;egtingly, the

primary documents from Halhlot,‘bpty, Schoolcraft,_andj

Norwood all give some support to the North West/American Post -

site being in the nbrtheast corner of Flambeau Lake near the
quegama channel.
Logistically, this location would have been favo;able

for fu:-traderS'because 1t‘Was thefmost“éentral location for

all canoe routes leading to yac bu Flambeau. From the south,

the wisconSIn River cange*éoutes-éntered; whether tiaveling

from Lake Tomahawk orﬂthefToﬁahawk River, all canoés péssedi

through'Long Inte:laken-Léke to that-peninSula,of.land."F:om
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fothe~nqzthand east;ftravel from the‘Hanltowish‘Rivervbaéin
.Qouldmiead-thevChlppeya<frqm Trout Lake, Spider Lak§ (Cross
Lake)} Laura L&ke'(white_E;k lake), and Lag?Vieux Deségt |
through POkegama'Lake-td thegsame'peninSula."From the west
entered the Bear River wheie fhe;baC“DulFlambeau-Indian
\ village-was;lécated. . Traveling from Chipﬁewa River, thé'La
CQu:t Oxeilles band,_Tuitlg Poftage~band, and Lake Superior
from the Flambeau Trall would enter Flambeau Lake. The
'diﬁtance-here was only a-mile-and?a-half'from-the‘polnﬁ of
land which may hold the original site of the North -

West/Aamerican post.
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| CHAPTER vn |
. THE INDIVIDUAL BANDS OF THE LAC DU FLAHBEAU DISTRICT
six different Chlppewa bands inhabited the Lac Du ,
Flambeau Distrlct Lac Du Flambeau, Pelican Lake, Lac Vieux
Desert, Turtle Portage, Trout Lake, and wisconsin River. ;Due
to\incomplete historlc‘records,“the»nature of a nomadicﬁ-/‘D
Iexistqnce, and their isolated villages the specificzlocation
- andﬂhistory of these bands is often questionable.: Uslhql
availablg,réébids,-dbcuhqnts, and some:conjectures, the
historic status of each band will be analyzed. |
‘Each band,ﬁill be_evéiuated in a separate section of
Athis chapter. The "LaéDDﬁ Flambeéu DIStrlct Map" and trip
ti@ket maps from chaptgr'nine;w111 be~uséd to indicate the
precise location of each band;f Thevovetvieﬁ~of thé_speclficﬁ'
interior bands w111 analyze fheir locatlon,_uﬁique,,»
vcharadteristics, econoﬁlc resources, transportation rodtes;
and historical background. A complete history of the
Chippewa»ln the Lac Du ﬁlambeﬁu Distrtct 13 not lnténded,
only a general'overview of each4band.jr0¢¢aglona11y;the-
| anaiysis;df'theée bands will cdanict‘wtthimodern~academ1c '
inte;pretatlons, requiring“mgrefAetailed,us§1o£;evldénc§ to

support the interpretation.

LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND

h
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, Lac Du Flambeau (Lake of the Flame) recelved its name

..:from fur traders who translated the Chlppewa name waus—wag—

-ln-lng, meanlng "Lake of the Torches";*‘Thls name was applied
because of the traditional practice of spearing fish by terch
11ght in area lakes. Thls band had the best historic
documentation of the slx‘bands in the LackDu'Flambea&f‘
’DlstrlCt,‘and became‘the central village for this district.
“\The speclal’attentlenwand58tatus the Lac Du Flambeau Qlllage‘
‘received was probably due to 1ts central location. -‘aeV1ewiﬁg

the “Lac Du Flambeau District Map" or any of ‘the trip ticket
maps in chapter nlne, it leapparent that most Chlppewa
travel'paseed through;-or‘clese to, the Lac Du Flaﬁbeaujfl*
. band's vlllage ‘k,' | o
© As a result of the beneficlal locatlon of the Lac Du
‘ ﬁlambeau band,  fur trading posts were'establlshed on Flambeau
Lake. The'other‘£lve~bande’ln7th157&letrlct‘would"travel
-through-Flanbeau'Lake te-trade,'en*route to the Chippewa _
River for fall-hunts~and to f£ight the Dakotas; Loglstlcally,{
‘the Flambeau band was one of the closest ‘bands to Lake
Superlor and was relatlvely-easy~to supply during the fur
' trade era. | | e

After the break -up of ‘the Chequamegon settlement
Lac Du Flambeau became one of the centers of the Midewiwin
religion. (135) The traditlonal vlllage o£ Lac Du Flambeau
nad a Midewiwln Longhouse;/whlch was a place«of rellglous
ceremony. All practicing Chippewa from other bandS‘ln this
district would travel»tOTthe'LOnghOuSe for*epecialiﬂedeﬁlnln,
67



*1céremon1es. |
The Lac Du Flambeau area also had two different Spirit
istones which were of great rellgious tmportance. Medicine
‘ Rock:is located on~a~pen1nsulaecf land southeast of the -
source of the BearcRiver‘and the traditional vlllage of LaC‘
'Du'FIambeau (136) ‘Today, when traditional Chippewa pass
‘Medicine Rock, they still make offerings such as tobacco.
~(137) - In the late 19th century, when*white canoelsts came
too close to- Medicine Rock, the Chippewa in the village would
“fire shots in the air to scare away the lntruding |
v151tors;t130)“ The other Spirit Stone 1s a number of
aSsociatedusmallstones~located‘1nthevLac Du Flambeaucarea
rcalied'the‘Crawlingkétones, located on Crawllng Stone Lake.
‘"Thesetare‘supposed bOwhave beeﬁ,placed by Nenebozho (an
important,chlppewareiigibus~£1gure) when he was being
pursued by an angry bear;;'They'enabled‘himvtO‘escaped "(139)
.. The speciflc locatlon of the Lac Du Flambeau village has
'been accurately pin-pointed by many historical documents.v
| The Chippewa. o£ this village were located at the source of
the Bear River on Flambeau Lake. For‘reference,°the Lac Du -
Flambeau vlllage is lllustrated on every trip ticket ln
chapter‘nine and appears on the-”Lac pu Flambeau-Diatrict.-“
' Hap”;w“ g | |
' Not all of the cmppewa;_of”t‘he Lac Du Flambeau band
lived in the village,(lgﬂ)frhe~members of this“bandlwere fﬂ
spread out among dozene'cfilakeS‘which surrounded the
‘. traditional village;(1411, Strawberry Island; onﬁtheswest.

/
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.‘sfde'of’Flambeau Lake, wés often used by the Chippewa. -
!Stfawbe:?ywiqlénd_was a-summervresidence and gardén site}
, Ehlﬁiléién&xﬁaslalso'fﬁe location of a major battle between
the Chippewa and-Dékotajtribes,(llzl"The.popuiationJof the
vlllagekfluctuated as the Lac Du Flambeau band pursugd
nathral resources during théir Seasonalieconomic activities.
Most important subsistence resources used by the
Chippewa were in the vicinity of Lac Du Flambeau.  Sugar
camps were locéted>throughout,the“lake region of Lac Du
Flambeau, with some large sugar camps were locéted on |
Squirrel Lake and Plné Lake. (143) - Gardens were plahted on
the pgninsulas oi isiénds of large lakes to extend the |
growing season; This;phenomenon-known as the "lake‘effect“
prevented early £rbsts near lake shores because the lake
 water rémained warm in thé-fallQ‘ Thislqardening practice is
‘1llustrated well on Strawberry Isiand'ot“rlambeau Lake, where
the chippewa cultivated five acres of gardens in the 19th
century.(144) The Bear River near the Lac Du Flaﬁbeau :
‘QillaQe provided abundant wildrice crops which supplied the
majorlty of the storable food for this band. Many other area
Qaters éohtained wildrice fields, but the BearrRiver had a
largercrqp which was eésiiy accessible. 1In the 1930's, Jack
Messing, a vh;té resident, found a traditional dugout canoe
partlallyéburied on3Hprseshog)Beﬁd‘ofjthe Bear R;ve:;,JThe
boat{was made from a éutxloé,and scooged—odt,'creating é;lov 
sided, flat, two person4¢anoe.(145) The desién of th§ canoe
would havé“been outstand1n§ Eor harvesting wildrice in the

/
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fJShallows, and the location of the cached canoe was in an area
‘of abundant wildrice. . | |
An 1843 census,‘enumerated 274 Chippewa ‘Indians and

ha1£~breeds in 58 famlles of the Lac Du Flambeau band (146) -
| In the 1854 treaty, the federal government chose’ Lac Du :
Flambeau to be the primary reservation for the District o
‘bandSQ‘-ay the early'1860'5,‘the*government established a
blacksmith and other‘ahops to helnvsupport'the Chippewa;
'.they‘located’them ln'thehpreSQnt”town'of Lac‘Du.?Iambeau;
(147) | | |

'PELICAN LAKE

| The location and names of ‘the Pelican Lake band have
‘frequently been confusedTby modern‘schdlars.‘ Historlcal

" documents have referred teathis band as "Le Lac", "The
Lakes", and‘"Pelican Lahe"?"ﬁhile‘the Chippewa called the\

~ Pelican Lake band_"Keéchiéwaub-iéjish";(1‘3)* Pelican Lake
ﬁae*the:farthest of all interior district bande’from Lac Du
Flambeau, at least £ive days travel away. The best‘naps"
whlch supportlng the location and status of the Pellcan Lake
band“are "Lac Du Flambeau”District Map" and the trip tlcket_
"Eastern Route to the wisconsin Rlver" Scant hlStorlcal -
documentation supports the Pelican Lake band's past “due to

'the 1solated area this band occupled -and 1ts long dlstance

,,/ﬂ-’
e

from major. settlements./)
No existing documentfindicateS’therpreciee’location’of
the Pelican Lake band, although white settlers in the 1880's
\/
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léﬁnoted a village of Potawatomi Indians on the peninsula in the
tnortheast corner of Pelican Lake (149) ‘Bob Gough, a scholar_
ffresearching the nearby Mole Lake (Sokoagan) band of the
‘Chippewa, suggests that the Potawatomi and Chippewa
yoccasionally mixed their membership in Indian settlements 15%0
lPotawatomi and Chippewa tribes share ‘a common heritage and
eimilar language, aliowing~£or relative ease when o
'internixing. It is_possibledthatpthe‘Potawatomicwho/occcpied
.thelnortheasternrpeninsula'ofPelican Lake inhabited the
traditionallsite’of the Chippewa dueftolan earlier:commonf
existence. | |
";‘xThevband'required_aboat two days tottravel_from Pelican
Lake:to the wisconsin River. ;The}advantage of the Pelican
“Lake_location_was its~closeVproximity,tovthechlf,Riwer. on
the}east‘end‘of~9elican Lake thererwas a 3-1/2 mile portage
to theAWOlf River.l - Phis-portage crossed the divide of these
| two important watersheds which both supplied valuable. natural
»resources to the Chippewa.; L ’ ‘ |
kw;’.The_Pelican Lahe_band,waS‘fluid, constantly«traweling to
bothwwatershede to gather naturalrresources on which their
subsistence depended. In 1839, the La Pointe Indian Agency
"questioned the chief. of'the Pelican Lake‘band about an |
. incident of Chippewa killing livestock near Plover Portage
- istevene Point). The chief indicated that his band was in
the area but did}notfparticipate.in that illegal_act,_he_put
the blame on’membera offthe Wisconsin‘River‘band,(lSl) ‘Many
hietoricalkdocuments confuse the Pelican Laketband”and the

W/
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:kaisconsin River band The Indian Agency source indicates
that the Pelican Lake band was traveling hundreds of miles
~along the wisconsin River in their nomadic cycle.‘ In 1804,
"\Halhiotia North West Trader, also‘shewed\that~the Chippewa of
”The'Lakes"'(Pelican;Lake) traveled»to Lac Du Flambeau to
'participate‘in the fur~trade..}lndicating the extensive
nomadic range of the Pelican Lake band and suggesting that
~ this band traveled mere‘brOadly:than'anj other of the Lac Du
| Flanbeau'District banas.
Unfortunately, little information has been found '
.indicating the Pelican Lake band's activities on the Wolf
’River.'VWarren, a native-Chippewa historian,:mentions that o
‘the members o£ ‘the Pelican Lake band. did migrate from, the‘
Green Bay ‘area- prior to establishing their residence on-
Pelican Lake (152) It is- likely that “the Pelican Lake band
aid interact with the Mole Lake band to~the-east.- The Hole
Lake band was the closest Chippewa settlement‘to the Pelican
Lake“band;”Hole'Lake was also fambus*fbrrits*large wildrice
flelds. The Pelican Lake band may have'occasionally followed
the nolelLake band ‘to-the Peshtigo River for fall hunts and
for establishing winter camps, rather than traveling twice
. the distance to the Chippewa River. |

A questionable source, an historical marker on the Mole
Lake Reservation,‘claims that‘in 1806, a large’ battle*was“
fought between the Chippewa and Dakota for the wildrice -
fields df_Hole Lake. Documents‘listed,the casualties for the
Dakota at this monumental battle at 500; ifgthe‘battleiwas’a_

Vo

\J _
72



1€££§§tion of this proportion the Mole Lake band would have
'needeoxmaseioe'chipPewa'support; ;it~woo1d have been'logica1‘
| ffor theyPelican Lake band to support the Mole Lake band due
to,their close proximity and»prObablendependenceron~COmmon»~a
: .resonrces.A | | | :
| }"ﬁostisubsistence'resocrceS’used by the Pellican Lakeiband '
were410cated between the Wisconsin RiVer‘and‘Wolf River =
_basins. Pelican Lakefhad’wildrice along much of ita shores
nrior to the establishment of a dam which increased the water
levelsland‘destrOYed that delicateacrop.(153)~'other»areag.l
lakes and rivers contained.anvabundant-supply'of.thie
inportant storable food. A.sugar~caMp was located at the
village site in the northeast corner of Pelican Lake; in the‘
1920'5 John Artus, a local resident, observed 0ld abandoned
‘birchbark sqgar'containersfgrownvinto‘maple trees throughout
the peninsula.(154)1»rhlthough no-recordS'exist, gardens |
' along Pelican. Lake would have been established on the islands
and peninsulas on the lake to protect the crops from early
fall frosts.
wThe federal government win'an‘1843'census; enumerated
‘the Pelican Lake band at 134 Chippewa Indians and half-
-breeds, in.38u£amilies.(155) -In.1837, the Pelican Lake band
}didfnot,sign4the ChippewaltreatY”with‘the United-statesv“:
Government and so had to‘petition¢1ate‘for'their annuities,
privileges; and'servicee«(iéGiT?After l848,-warren noted,}
. disease nearly destroyed the Pelican Lake band: "They'have;
since nearlyibeen»cutnoff by the smallpox, and other dieeases'
(/ ‘ -
. 73



‘;f1n£f6Quced‘amohg them by'the Wh;te_populétloh, which has

”préédﬁovef'thls port;op df‘theirﬁfozmei country."(187)

LAC VIEUX DESERT BAND

V‘MLac Vieux Desert was the’oldésfknown'Indian site in the
Lhterlor reglon of the Lac Du Flambequﬁoistricg,3anq_rgc91ved
' 1t§ name_frbm early gxp;o:ers and fuﬁ §:aders.1;The>Erepchz
tranéiat;@n,of-thelake means "Lake of the Desert",(158) or
-Pthg;mong;e1 vers1on.Fqld plant;ng—g:ouhd", while thglchippéwa
hémed th;s,iegion "Kuy—yé—usish“ or;"Ka-tafklt—te—kbn“f(;5?)
In the\lGGO'sg«the first Indians whifes encbuntgréd at Lac
Vieux Dédertfwere Ottawas,‘the chippewa probably did-not
,}1nhab1t the Lac Vieux Desert region until the mid-18th
century;(lﬁ@i -The best maps which supports the location and
a:ea;ofyLac:vieux Depext;band‘axe "Lac Du Flambeau District
aHap“_and;thg_trlpftickgt"Northeasfern'Routes to La; Vieux 8
Desert". o | e B
, Theliocatipnfof'thg;t:gditional-village;in_Lac Qleux
’pésggtﬂwas on South or Cow lisland, only in the 1880's did the
chippewa}o£ th1s banQﬁmo§e to-the northeast corner of the.
‘lake.(161) The locatlon of Lac-Vieux Desert was most
};mportént becauSé it was a‘inteszCtidn_of five d;ffg;eht..‘
routes of tréVel._wLac vieux_Désertfls the source of the
ﬁichnsih-Rivét while-the Ontonaqon;and~Bru1e/Hondm1n¢e R;verr
sources are less thaﬁ twordays7ffave1'away,‘_The.majoxl
-ovefland tzaii‘to thnsq/oﬁ/lake Superior-and the bverland
_portage £rdm Laura Lakéiboth concluded at Lac Vieux Desert.
The Lauza.Lake trail;wﬁs a gpecialized’portagé wpichftiaveled

g |
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5“ab6ut 15 miles between these two lakes. ‘This portage would
;aiiouFtravelers‘rrom the west to lighten their canoes by
‘sehdlng oassengers and some packs'overland7to’Lac-vieux '
Desert. This uas'an important portage because the?upper””
uwisconslntalver uas shallow and swift_beforelenterlhg_Lac
Vieux: Desert. Thisllake;s olose proximity to the“watersheds
‘ which could send a traveler to Lake Hichigan, Lake Superior,
“Wisconsin River, or Chlppewa River made Lac v1eux Desert-a
vital llnk in the transportation network o£ the Great Lakes,
The members of the Lac Vieux Desert band used all”
hthe surrounding traile'andowater‘routes‘for trade, travelﬂf%'
wand gathering naturai'resources (1521 "The Lac Vleux Desert :
band, set up temporary camps throughout the multiple river
kbaslnsfof_their.areaw(lsaj puring the fur trading era, “The -
Ka-te-kit-te-kon Indians would go'to the trading-posts of La
Pointe, on Lakesuperior; to Lao~de Flambeau,’and the
ﬁenomohee, t0'ex¢hange~the1r peltries fOr'Indiah goods. .
L "(164) | |
| in‘1792,'a fur trader'named'Perrault'wintered ohfLaC‘e
vieux Desert ln“an'atteﬁpt to trade with the’chlppewa. After
- extending credits to the Lac Vieux Desert band, Perrault was
rather disappointed about his returns. "The Savages arrlved
for the last time, when I was poorly paid. « « «.0f their
credits.of more‘than-300vp1us;f1 got-from‘them the vaiue’o£‘
200 plus . . .. They urged me to return, Saying that they
‘would pay me on my return. 'I-told them that lt.wasw.»-,

unprofitable; that3the,portage was tooflong:”(ICS)u~Thef.

{
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f7$£§§}em-Pe£¥ault encbgntered étwLac Vieux Desert was a result
iAbfgfﬁbfﬁbﬁadlc natureiofithIS?band,'and that the band's
‘trévéls frequently brought theﬁ.tbfcompetin§ trad1ng posts.'
‘_SLnée'the,Lac Vieuk Desert band‘whS'ﬁbmadlciand~re1ativély
’clgse tofmény,diffetent‘trédlng‘posts,,no major white
lsettlements were establlShed, even'though Laé Vleux Desert
was ;‘major lntefsectlon-of travel routes. |
(-HOSt ;ubslstence resburces”used by the Laé'VlehxiDQSert
band.were‘spread-out on area 1akes~and\r1vérs;‘ The Chippewa
.of this band traveled to obtain the quantity of wlldrice |
necessary. for thelr wlnter food and caches. (166) During~thé\
‘fall and>w1nter, many of these Chlppewa establlshqd"huntlnéu*
‘campsfdown-the w1scons1n and Menomonee Rivers for pursuing
.the deer herds;(lﬁv)»'ln 1840;‘T.’Jf-0ram, a sclentist, also
noted a\numbér of trouf*whiCh»inhabited-the aréallakes'andi
streams, which would-spa§n 1n'th¢ fall and bejeaslly'épéared;'
- Sugar camps abounded in the vicinity of Lac Vieux .
Desert. Both Cram and Perrault mention the heavy Chlppewa
presence around the area during sugar season. Perrault was
80 impressed by-théfmépleuproduction-that he chose to méke
‘sugar himself to helé'off’éet his losses from the fur
trade. (168) - | |
"~ ‘Lac vieux Desert ‘was well known for the island gardens
which- produced a number of flne crops. ‘The most important
_item which these large;island-gardgns prodﬁCéd was potétoes;
Cram noted: "The potétbes, which are o£ an oblongshape, and
| not‘larger‘than~aiman's thumb, are partiallyrboiled; and

[
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7fcare£u11y peeled while hot without breaking the pulp, then
;strung.f{ .. and ﬁhen_hung in £estoons_on the ridge pole of
the‘wigwam;-ove:*the?smoke efaa'fife;~where‘they'become" |
thoroughly dry.*(169) : This storanle food supplemented the
fband'snwinter:dlef“and'was exeellent’for:tranquit;and winter
ueaches. The“name‘of Lac Vieux besert came from European:
visltors who were lmpressed by the: gardens which Indians’ oot
,‘cultivated. In 1820, James Doty, an United. states Government
explorer,'referred~to;Lac Vieux Desert as “PlantationnLake"f;
.vln'hlswjournal}and.map;(170) | | | | | |
- The‘1843rcensus, enumerafed a'band‘o£:53 families'wlth a
population of 213 Chlppewa Indians and half-breeds in the Lac
| v1eux Desert band.{171) "In-1837, the Lac Vieux Desert band
did not,sign the treaty-wlthfthe'United States Government,
and<5071t'1ater‘had“to petltion"for'ItS“annuities,keervices,
and privlleges»(172) ;In~thee1854 Treaty the Lac Vieux Desert
 band was forced~£rom‘tneir:trad1tlonal village;and put’on the
L'Anse reservation. Lac Vieux Desert was more closely o
'affiliated with the Lac-bu Flambeau District. bands, but the
'Indian agents probably chose to keep the Chippewa of Lac
Vieux. Desert on Lake Superior for easy regulation (173)
number of the more'traditlonal'Chippewa of the Lac:Vieux
Dese:t'bandreodn retnrned.to thelirx former‘home; establishing
'»a‘SmalieChippewa communlty:onAInaian Point ln'tne northeast -
‘bortion of Lac Vieux Deeerff/touxing the-winter}o£I1987, enly
one buildlng'was,inhabited on Indlan‘Polnt, sur:oundedﬁby the

skeletons of abandoned dwellings of previous Chippewa

-
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~-‘residents.

Taodw‘ﬁhxz BAND

| The Trout Lake band's village site was one of the first
1ocations Chippewa established villages in the Lac Du
'pFlambeau District.174  In the mid-l?th,century.Trout Lake
| and'Turtle Portage were“transitional village'sites«forche'
_-Chippewa offthis-areai After the chippewa‘repelled,the}Fox
'and'Dakota they gained control of the interior reQion’and\fc“°
also established the traditionai villages of Lac"Du'Flambeau,‘
, PelicanhLake,’Lac'vieux DeSert; and Wisconsin River. Trout
Lake recelved its name from the abundanttlake trout fishery
which'was rare in'thevinterior‘region; the-Chippeua.name'for
this area was,'"Ha-tak4e-ge4Ihik" (175) , N R R

Dozens of primary journals and maps documented the

precise 1ocationeof_the TroutvLake_band. On the southwest
sidelof Trout Lake, at the sourceof“the‘Trout River,'this
«Chippewa‘band-hadfestablished their traditional village. A;d_
B. Gray, a geologist traveling to Lac: Vieux Desert in 1846, |
?made\detailed notes of ‘the. Chippewa camp on- Trout Lake. ".‘;
'f' {wel came t0‘Trout'Lake, where our tents were pltched upon
'1theubank;vin'abeauttful~pine grove, a short distancejabove
“kenisteno's"lodge,fnear-the outlet ofﬂthe lake.(176)  The

best maps supporting the location and status of the Trout

Lake band are the "Lac Du Flambeau District Hap and the trip ,

' ticket map "Northeastern/Routes to Lac Vieux Desert"
| A specialized portage 1inked the Trout Lake band with
Ike Walton Lake and the lower Trout River This route was

[
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slmllar to the speclallzed portage Erom Lac v1eux Desert to
Laura Lake.' The speeiallzed portage allowed canoes to be
lightened by sendlng some passengers carrying packs up the
'trail, the llghter canoes -continued up ‘the Trout River, . -
© £ighting the shallows and swlft current.(177) |
Many prlmary:joutnals lndloated the annual economic. |
,activltiee of the Trout Lake band. In 1847, Dr. Norwood, a
geologlst,,traveled to Trout Lake and observed,fﬁThere is an
Indian;vlllage at Trout Lake which is only occupled;,nowever}
-during the summer and fall months. They have gardeneofor L
coxn and potatoes;at this place, though‘their principal -
dependence‘for food is upon the lake, which yields_themda‘_
plentiful supply of £ish."(178) The fact that the village
was only inhabited during the summer and fall suggests that
the Trout Lake'band had.sugar;camps,ln other areas. The
closest area~£or sugarwcampe,wouldﬁhave been to thel\
| northeast, near Pallet or ‘Allequash Lakes. The nearest
documented_sugartcampvwas 2 miles north of Rest Lake on the
Hanltowish chalin of lakes.(179) |
The 1846 Jjournal of A .B. Gray supported Dr. Norwood's
observatlons'of-the great wealth of food resources in the
‘Trout Lake village area:
Fine»flsh,‘with_dellghtful water, is found
here; and the small patch of-ground, which was but
- rudely cultivated, hadvp;oduced excellent veget-
ables. Several famillies reside upon the its
borders, and Kenisteno, the chief of the band, has
his hunting grounds in thils district. . . .
In the bed of the river, near the shoals, we
saw quantities of fresh water clam; some of them,

upon the inside of the shell, displaying beautiful
colors of a plenty ‘luster.- Heavy growths of wild

\\. / _
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LJ@NW}'rice were passed through the swamps bordering the
ngrjriver. « <« . Observing a kind of bird rising in
--large numbers, one was shot, and I noticed it to be
- ‘identical with the ‘sora,' found at cextain seasons
in Virglnia."(IOO) R :
The Trout Lake vlllage site was excellent £or gardens because
 1t,wou1d avold early frosts due to surrounding waters of the
Trout River and deut*Lake;; The lake contained‘many,iake;
trout, cisco, and whitefish which spawned in the fall and
allowed for easy capture. During the late fall and winter,
the Trout Lake band went down the Chippewa River to hdnt near
the tension,zone.; ‘

.This traditional village was important to the Lac Du.
’Flambeau'Dlétrict £or‘mahy years. During the era of fur
trade,compgtition in Lac Du Flambeau between the North West
Company and the X Y Companf; the Trout Lake band was a strong
supporter of the North West Company.. The Trout Lake‘band |
even fought'thg LacADu Flambeau band to-protect Malhiot and
his traders.(181) An 1843 census, enuﬁeratgd the Trout Lake
band with 16 families and a populationro£‘82 Chippewa Indlans
and no half-breeds.(182) After the 1854 treaty, the Chippewa
of the Lac Du.Flambéau Di#trict were supposed to move into
the Lac‘Du'Flambeau area. The Trout Lake band defied the
treaty and continued& to maintain thei: traditional sumﬁerVand
£all vlllagefat‘the'source of the Trout'ﬂiver'on’Trouf Lake

until the late 19th century (103)

TURTLE PORTAGE BAND ,/

The Turtle Portage, or Turtle Lake, band of the Chippewa

probably received its name from the Chippewa totem, the

/
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Turtle. The “"Portage" portion of thls-bend's name was a.
: result o£ the village site belng next to the portage trall
.from Turtle (Echo) Lake to Grand Portage, or Tank, Lake. The
\Chlppewaename given to~thls area'was “Kltche—non-ah—gef.
vun".(184) 'Theibeet(maps which suppottrthe,locetlon‘and"w |
statue df the Turtle,Portage band are "The Lacdbu Flembeau
Dlstrldt‘uap" and the trip tlcket maps "Tne.Chlppewa River"
and "Lake Superior to-Lac Du Flambeau". |
The Turtle éo;tage»band's vlllege site was one of the

flrst‘locatlons where Chippewa vlllages were establlehed in
the Lac Du Flambeau Dlstrlct.(llSSe In the mld-l?th centufy
Trout Lake and Turtle Portage were transitional vlllage_sltes
for the Chippewa of this area until the Fex and Dakota were .
repelled. Later, the traditional villages of Lac Du
Flambeau, Pelican Lake, Lac Vieux Desert, and Wisconsin River
were also establlehed. | |

Many sources doeumentvthe precise location of the Turtle
Pontage band. in_1847, Dr. Norwood made detalled
observatlons on the location and status of the Turtle Portaée
band" "Turtle ‘portage ls an excellent one, over the plaln
lying between the two Turtle (Echo and Tank or Grand Portage)
lakes, At the east end of 1t 1is an.Indlan vlllage,\lnhablted
during the summer.montheABYOne6fwthe chlppewa}bands;ﬁ(lsﬁ)
The vlillage site was on tne:yesﬁielde of Tank, or‘érand‘
Portage, Lake, a few hundred=ya:ds,northeast of tne;presentie
_toﬁn;ef Mercer, w15conein.; '

- The location of the Tuitle Portage-band‘wae important o
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lkbecause of lts proximity to major travel routes. The Turtle
Portage band was on the intersecting routes to the Chippewa
River, Lake Superior, Lac Du Flambeau, and Lac Vieux Desert
(note-trlp—tickets in Chapter Nlne)  The Turtle Portage band
" was close to several dlfferent watersheds, allowlng for qulck
and easy travel throughout the Lac Du Flambeau Dlstrlct
During the fur trade era, the major"source_of supplies was
Lake’Superior,'all voyagers traveled“through-the-Turtle4
Portage band's village en route to Lac Du Flambeau. The
Turtie»portage vlllage‘was often the campsite of voyagers,
and'ill-prepared travelers were often huner and without
provisions after ascending the Flambeau Trall from Lake
‘superior. The Turtle Lake band would trade food for rum and
trade goods with the vulnerable voyagers.(187)
Interestingly, the present town which occuplies the Turtle
Portage area 1s "Mercer", which means merchant or trade.
In 1846, A. B. Gray camped at the Turtle Portage site
and traveled throughout the’-reglon with an Indian guide:
our course was southwesterly,~and, after walking ten
or twelve miles, returned about sunset. Wwe passed
through some beautiful valleys, and over gently
undulated ridges, with heavy growths of maple, birch,
hemlock, and pine . . . Upon returning our guide
took us by an old wigwam and showed us a beautiful
specimen of the micaceous specular iron, weighing
over one hundred pounds, which, he said, came from
the nelghborhood of the trap range we had crossed.(168)
The mineral wealth of this reglon'ihterested'Gray, ahd‘he g
made these detailed observations for sclentific analysis.

‘Geologists Gray and Norwood wrote detailed and accurate

journals that depicted the early 19th century Chippewa living

s
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ffln the Lac bu Flambeau District.

g The terrain throughout the Turtle Portage area was suited
 £or traveling, fishing, sugar. maklng, and raising qardens.
N;rwood indicated the Turtle Portage was only a summer
resldence, suggestlng that sugar—maklng may have been carried
'out at some other location. Some evidence does support the

' posblbllity of sugar making in the Turtle Portage area.
Gray's jdurnal of travel through the Turtle Portage region
‘indicated the presence of many maple5groves‘su1tab1e for
sugar bushes. Mercer Lake, which 1s one lake south of the
vlllage'of'Turtlg éortage,-ﬁas~named Sugar Camp Lake 6h |
earlier maps, perhapslindicating the existence of traditléna1' 
sugar bushes of this Chlppewa band.(189) ‘

In late September of 1847, Dr. Norwood made these
observations of the Turtle Portage band's economic
activities: "At present it (the village) ls:deserted, the
band having gone north to=th§1r wintgr*hunting grounds.
Potatoes-and coin~are‘ralsed'at this vlllage*g(IQO)i‘Thé
Chippewa of this band probably went north to fish the fall
spawning run. It is likely that the Turtle Portage bahd'
frequehtly went down the Chippewa River to hunt in the
tension zone because one‘of the Chippewa River's sources was
the Turtle Potf&ge area. This allowed the Turtle Portégé 
'band'theléasiest travel of q}l‘ﬂéé Du Flambeau District bands
to the Chippewa River. Th8/1843 Census enumerated the Turtle
Portage band in the Chippewa River District, not the La

Pointe or Lake Supetior District; which further supported the

!
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l?'Turtle Portage band‘s uee\of the Chlppewa Rlver (1'1) The

’;Turtle Portage band probably took ‘advantage of its excellent
locatlon and were economically flexible, travellng down the‘
tchlppewa Rlver and/or to Lake Superlor as resources were
avallable. | | | | | R

~ No documents indicate the location of the wlldrlce
flelds of the Turtle Portage band. It 1is llkely that thls
:band aid harvest wildrice in the Turtle Portage area because
Qf the -abundance of-mode:n wildrice fields in this area.ﬂithe
"Turtle'Portage area is so well-sulted‘for‘wlld:lce that‘ohe\
-o£~only twe wildrice farms in thegstate o£>w13consln is
“located ln this dlstrlct.

Gardens were 1mportant to this band, provlding storable
food and transportable.nourlshment~needed to completevthe
dlfflcult,Flampeéu Trail when en route to Lake éuperior. The
ga:dens were located near the vlllage'on:the,nerrow St:lp“of
‘landvbetween“Echo Lake’and~Grand Portage or Tank Lake; Thls
particular location woﬁldjhelp protectkcrope from?earlyik
E;Qets due to the‘surroundan-lakes;‘k” |
| } This tradltlonal vlllage was lmportant to the Lac Du
.Flambeau District for many years. Durlng the time4o£‘the_£url
'trade in Lac Du,rlambeau,'the-TurtleePortage'vlllage whe an._
llﬁpoztant link in the'logistlcal support of fur traders ln’
ﬁlambeau.‘ After 1837, all chlppewa who chose to partlclpate
in the annulty dlstrtbutlons at La Pointe would travel
through the Turtle Po:tege area. In an 1843 census, the
Turtle,Portage‘banq was enumerated to have}lslfgmllies_wlth a
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"“'population of 68 Chippewa Indians and no half-breeds.(192)
| :;ﬁrs'cousm FI-;VEE'L“!D.'
The ViScons;n,River band was the‘leastéqdcumentedtof the
- six bands in the Lac Du-Flambeéu Dlsérlcé. The-wlscpnsin
" River band was nomadic and traveled from Plover Pdrtage
(Stevens Point) tb the ﬁpper w1scon$1n River during the
‘ 5uhmer and fall. The band -received its name from‘its
-extensive-use of the wisconsin River for travel, trade, and
‘gathering‘food. The early fur traders called this band the
"Oulseconsaint”, which was an early spelling and
pronunciation for “Wwisconsin".(193) - The Chippewa nanelfor'
this band and the area-they.oécupiedrwas,'Honse—o-ne*,
perhaps lndicating the origin of the name for Mosinee,
Wisconsin.(194) | |

; Thé precise locétlon,ofgthe-Wisconsin_River band;is a
matter of debate among,ldcai-reﬁidqnts~and scholars. Most
| belleve -incorrectly that Lake Tomahawk;was the site for the
Wisconsin River band's village. Only three sources found
that indicated the location of the Wisconsin River band, each
source'wlll-be,evaluated 1h an attempt to precisely locate 
-the controversial village site of this band. The best maps
which indicate the two probable sttes"of”the,HlsconSInIRiyer
band are"The Lac Du Flambeau District Map" and~the“tr1p-
ticket “Eastern Route tO'thgdwlséonsln River". On each of
these maps, the two-probabie locatioﬁs of the wisconslnyniﬁer
band are clearly marked.

The History of Lincoln, Oneida, and Vilas Counties
\/
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“;wiéconsin,stated,“?Tho territory in the neighborhood of

Toﬁahaﬁk pakerandeiver'waP occupied.by a'band‘of«abouﬁ:ZOO,
ﬁhose‘head chief in'the'latefoighteenthgoehtury;was;Osh-ka-
ba-wis. . . . he was next in rank'to'the_headwchiofiof‘the
Lac Du Flambeau‘sahd. . .:{198) - This book was published in
11924 and was the\acoumhlationiof old stories which were |
finally-transcribed in#ther20th’century;. There‘is"no'
' documentation supporting this”source,~and many Other"
citations withinfthis‘text are questlonable. |

‘This source does not indicate that.Lako Tomahawk was'the
village 'site for the wisconsin band; it suggests that thervl
site was ‘between Lake Tomahawk and the Tomahawk River.
'kBetween Lake Tomahawk-ahd the Tomahawk River was a well-
documented Chippewa‘pobulatioh'in.the’presont'area of
Hinocqua, Wisconsin. The Minocqua site had the natural |
-resources of wildrice and sugar camps and a network of trails
which usually accompanied a large village.(196) On the “Lac
 Du Flambeau District<Hap";~tho“ninocqua‘Site is marked
| "wisconsin River Band Secondary site" |

Further complicating this issuo, the early 19th contury
name for the Tomahawk- River was the Little Wisconsin |
- River., (197)~»The Tomahawk, or Little wisconsin, River would
l have provided a direct and portage—free route: from the
.Minocqua site to the wisconsin River. - The Tomahawk River may
have received the nameJLittle Wisconsin due to the wisconsin
_ River band's use of this river.
Volume one of the Wisconsin Historical Collections
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ﬂ?statéd’ "The Wisconsin river band numbers about two hundred
.Indians, and occupies the country from Grand Rapids up to

Tommy-hawk Lake."(lsa) Thls source’ gtves a reglon of over .

" one hundred miles as the location of the Wisconsin River ¥

| band. Grand Raplds was just aouth-of Plover, Wisconsin,

'while Lake Tomahawk was near Minocqua, Wisconsin. This 1854
1source'came from secohd hand information and provides only a
vague description of-the w1scons1n River bands area‘of- :
travel. Certalnly the specific location of the WIsconsint.
River band could not be indicated from this source.

The best source.of the Wisconsin River band's ldcatioh
was a hand-drawn map~5y Henry SCHoolciaft. 8choolcraft's map
locéted the Wisconsin River band on the west bank of fhe'
Wisconsin River above the‘outlgt of Little st. Germain |
Lake.(199) This map ac_curately described the location of
several other bands in the Lac Du Flambeau District,.and
would seem valid. ischoolcraft probably drew this map during
his 1832 expedition 1nt6 the interior.reglon, and f£inally
published 1t In the early 1850's to support Chippewa claims
in the_1842~Treaty.< Schoolcraft probably never traveled to
Ythe-Wlsconsin Rive: village, and may have never_traveled tov.
LacaDufFlanbeau;(QOO): The map's contents were accurate .
.beCau:e Chippeﬁa Indians and fur tradersvvho had complete
- knowledge of the are# ofteh dreﬁvor narrative map making for
| government agents .(20Y) - ”

The site next to the outlet of the Little St. Germain

-Lake would place the band close to a water ‘course which would

(N
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" lead near Sugar»Camp,‘Wisconsin. 'sugaeramp,or IndiankLake
vi.ﬁas connecteé with the wisconsin River by Dam Lake, Sand
Lake, and-several creeks. Cnrrently, the Sugar~camp area is
of great concern to many traditional Chippewa Indians in Lac
Du-Flambeau.\ These chippewa believe Sugar Camp, Wisconsin,,
was their ancestors traditional sugar bush and grave -
~site‘(202).Interestingly, SChoolcraft's.location of the.
Wisconsin River band supports modern traditional chippewa ;'

'Indians interpretations of early Chippewa populations in the :

" Lac -Du Flambeau District.

- The SChoolcraft map is the most impressive of all :
available sources indicating the location of the Wisconsin
,River_band._;The_precise ‘location of Schoolcraft's site for
.fthewisconsin,Rivercband is-markedpon the“Lac Du Flambeau
j District Map" as the "Wisconsin River Band.Primary Site".
| Tne twO;different.siteS‘for'the'Wisconsin,River,band-are also
marked on the trip-ticket"Eastern Route to the Wisconsin
RiVer”.k1lt is possible that the Wisconsin-River.band .
| inhabitednbotnnthe Minocgqua site-and the outlet Qf;thtle Bt.
_ Germain Lake'site.jThis;band.ﬁaswthe'most~£luidjand least
understood;ofvall-the"chippeva’bands.residing in the Lac»bu"
,Flambeau-District. Good.evidence»supports each of these
sites as possiole locations for the Wisconsin River band,
vhile no'data found-supports?any~6hippewa establishment on
Lake Tomahawk. = ,,/// N | |

"‘Due to/thevcontroversyover tne'location of the
‘Wisconsin River»band, little accurate analysis can be done on
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" the band's economic activities. During the fall ricing

season, it»was7noted that the Wisconsin River band had to

: trave1~throughout5the'upper VisconsinrRiver basin to obtain

" enough storable food for caches and winter supplies (203)

" The band traveled down the Wisconsin River to gather food; in
" the late 1830'3, members of the Hisconsin River band killed
‘the livestock of settlers near Plover Portage (204) The .
.Hisconsin River band probably hunted the tension zone of the '
Chippeua River during‘the late fall due to changing game»
".populations, encroachment of white settlers, and pressure
£rom other Indian tribes. Sugar bushes of the Wisconsin
River band may have been in the area of Sugar Camp, |
Hisconsin, while no data has been found to support the
location of the band's garden sites

- Inan 1843 census, the wisconsin River band- was
enumerated to have 82 families with a population of 245
Chippewa Indians and half breeds (205) In 1837, the
’Visconsin River band did not sign the chippewa treaty with
the United states Government and later had to officially
-protest its exclusion from the treaty s annuities, i

privileges, and services by petition (206)
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'f cﬂnpwzakvxx :.
| CHI PPEHA TRAVEL | |

To survive in the Lake - Superior region the Chippewa had'
to be experts in wilderness travelm' They used a variety of
: specialized equipmentwand~techniques‘to travel guickly‘
throughout the interior and iake shore regions.. Precise;l’
navigation was critical for a successful journey through the
vchippewa wilderness, and foreign traveiers had to secure an
Indian guide to avoid disaster (201) Following the proper
, routes across Chippewa country was difficult work, a lost
traveler ‘who was unfamiliar with the canoe trails would |
certainly experience extreme hardship or perish.

o Canoe trails were the primary routes used by the
,Chippewa, fur traders, scientists, and other visitors to
traverse the dense wilderness of ‘the Flambeau area. The
‘best neans o£ transportation were birchbark canoes, which ;
were,light, durable, stable, and easy to repair in the
wilderness, The canoe trails were the most direct route
possible, using portages to inteqrate different river basins,'
land- locked lakes, and to expedite travel. 0verland travel
was used to a lesser degree, usualiy to connect distant water '
,routes., However, Chippewa travel did change in the winter
when the water routes were frozen and impassible., Using

direct routes across land, andifrozen swamps and water,uthe

Loy
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ﬂ‘chippewa used toboggans to haul their possesslons.\
?
Three different types of canoes were used for travel ln
: the.Lakefpuperior%region.»the most common waspbirchbark,
£ollOwed~by dugouts, and then by moose-hide‘canoes. - Each
type of canoe had its advantage according to weight |
;durability, stabillty, avallable materials £or construction,
-and purpose,, Alllcanoes;had specialized designs. for
different activities. A ricing canoe.vas~wide‘to‘catch
wildrice tops, but had a low draft for operation in shallow
| water;‘ Small:canoes4were often used in the interior region
because they vere llght for portages and would be easler to
maneuver through rapids.\ Great Lake canoes . typically were =
plong and wide with a high bow, to haul ‘heavy loads of cargo
and navigate turbulent waters. The variatlon among canoes was
'endless and some designs attempted to comblne several |
characteristics to create a more versatile vessel.
o The most frequent mention of travel in most journals
'concerned the portages; where travelers had~to carrxy all
’ptheiripossesslons'between water routes. These portages were
| often over difficult terrain, as Halhiot a North west fur
trader describes. | * | I |
B ;f,‘. of all the spots and places I have seen in‘f'
my thirteen years' of travels, this is the most
horrid and most sterile. The Portage road is truly
"that to heaven because it 1is -narrow, full of over- -
‘turned trees, obstacles; thorns, and muskegs. Men’
who go over it loaded and are obliged to carry
baggage over it certainly deserve to be called 'men’'.
' This vile portage is inhabited solely by owls,
. .because no other animal could £ind a 1living there,

and the hoots of those solitary birds are enough to
frighten an angel or intimidate a Caesar.(208) -
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' The portage Halhiot referred to in this citation was the
}Flambeau Trail a 45 mile required portage to travel £rom
Lake Superior to the Lac Du Flambeau District. -

| The hardship of portages impressed many visitors to
Chippewa country, but - the chippewa had adjusted to these
difficulties and wvere specialists.at-portages. The indians
‘understood that preparation, the most direct route, and
excellent phySical conditioning were requirements,for
attempting wilderness-travel. In 1846, A.B. Gray a

geologist noted the Chippewa travelers on the Flambeau
Trall: "Here

we'found‘one of-the,bands of Indians who had got ahead\of us,
their packs.upon thelground, their iines out, and having
already caught a number of fine fish."(209) The calories
‘which this overland exertion demanded £rom the travelers were
enormous, and a good supply of £ood would ensure warmth,
energy, and the quickest possible completion of the trail

The Indians' burden was great_over the Flambeau Trail,
as A. B. Gray described'

Their packs usually are very heavy, from one hundred

to one hundred and f£ifty pounds weight, and they are

obliged to take advantage of as much water travel as

‘possible. The system of packling, too, is not con-

- fined to men alone; but their women pack equally as

much, and thelir children, down to four years of age,

in proportion. - Upon our expedition I saw an old -

squaw over seventy years of age with a pack welghing

- from 80 pounds to 100 pounds, she carried the whole

portage (210) - I :
The Flambeau Trall had long been a critical route for the
Chippewa Nation and was well-known to the Lac Du Flambeau

District bands.
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, Chippewa women frequently participated more than men in
the burden of transportation across the rugged wilderness.

The Chippewa women had developed spectal techniques which
allowed them to travelnwlth greater ease and efficlency. In
1832,;James Allen a military officer, on an expedltlon T
“through the Lake superior region with Henry schoolcraft,'
noted in his journals the impressive abilities of a Chippewa
glxl on a portage:

The Indian women carry better than the men-belng'”

less indolent, and more accustomed to it. I saw a

small young Indian women, at the close of the day,

carry a keg of one thousand musket ball cartridges

for a distance of one mile, without resting, and

most of the distance through swamp that was frequent-

ly over her knees: this too after having carried

heavy loads all day, and when, with less exertion

than she had made, my strongest men were exhausted.

(211)

Btated 51mply, chlppewa survival depended upon qulck and
efflcent transportatlon 1n the Lake Superlor reqlon.

Portage dietances were meaeured by pauees“, uhich were
rests taken by travelers while - completlng the overland
journey. A pause was: usually a predetermlned place between
six hundred yards and a half—mile apart.(212) The more
difficult the:terraln, the ehorter the distance to the next
pause. The Flanbeaanrall was a 120—pauseeportageldue to its
rough'terraln,-lt‘wae estimated to be "only" 35 to 45 mlles'
'long. On the other hand, ‘the- 6-Pause Portage between Hercer
Lake and the Hanltowish Rlver had easier terrain and covered
2 1/2 mlles. The pauses along a portage were well- |
establlshed, hopefully allowing travelere a dry and
relatively-comfortable spot to rest. Those who had the
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'f}burden of portaging canoes preferred to have a tree along the
1tra11 to rest the front of the canoe. upon, suspending the

v

canoe 1n the alr and thereby avoldlng the effort of holstlng
; the vessel ‘back upon their shoulders.
‘Caches wererfrequentlylused’t0‘store equipment or food
,,near portagesre-The‘end of the Flambeau Trall on hong Leke

was an area of many imoiement cachesftilaj such as canoes,
‘7paddles,‘and heavy or useless ohjects which were too C e
burdensome.to carry on the long trail.(214) The Chippewa
'Seem_to;haveAleft'canoesali’over~the Lac Du Flambeau
district, 'abandonlng theirevesseltho‘proceedion thelr
llmportant journeys. SOme;eVIdence'suggests”that canoes
£llled with trade goods- were actually-sunk -and then. buried to
create‘underwater\lmplement'caches; -In ‘the late 1970's, a
dugout canoe was found by skin divers next to.strawberry
'Island in Lac Du Flambeeu, Inside -the buried vessel were'
traps,'axes; shovels; and a'mysterioue white clay which was
notrfound'anywhere neer.the Lac‘DdrFiambeau'area'(215) The
trade goods found in the dugout suggest that the boat was put
in cache during the 18th or 19th century.r | |

| Local research has indicated that at least three other
u dugout canoes have<been-£ound in the Lac Du Flambeau»region,
apparently.caohed in the same manner. An underwater cache
would befeffective inmpreservihgfall non-perishablelgoods,*ﬁ?
hidlng_eqoipment, protect}hg{boate-from-weather-damage; end‘
keeping'gnawing-rodents fromrdeuaging boate; once ralised
from the bottom, theboatavwould-quickiy‘dry; be repaired,‘

and be ready for use. In the late 1930's, Jack Messing a
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]~white resident found a cached‘dugout canoe on horseshoe bend
.og the Bear River in Lac Du Flambeau, the boat was in such
good condition he used it for several yeaxs. (216) |

i o Canoe travel required some specialized equipment which
‘assisted the chippewa in traversing the wilderness.k Duringka
'portage the ‘person who carried the canoe created a yoke by
Vlashing the canoe paddles under the thwarts (support beams)
of the canoe. The blades £aced £orward and the canoe was
,lbalanced on the traveler 8 shoulders (217) All other goods
: were»carriedvby hand-or in a variety of different packs;,~A11‘
ltravelers had to carry a supply o£ 'gum" with them to repair
"canoes. Gum was concentrate made from pine pitch (sap), and
would}be:heated,Jand;then-appliedwon anylholes-ingthe -
boatsi(21eismhe,gum;quickly hardenito_the'surface of any
material £ron!which the canoe'wasimade, allowing-for quick
and effective wilderness repair.b |

| _ Paddles and poles ‘were: usedrto propel the canoes along
 the water,routesiof theLake'Superior'region.v Paddles were

, madesfron~spruCeltrees:and-specialized to the needs of the
paddlerw(RIS)-aFrancesgDensmore, an early 20th centry
"chippewa Ethnologist,knoted that meniand women.had different_
styles of paddles and duties when traveling by canoe: "There

were always two paddles, one £or the man who sat in the £ront’

and the other for the woman who sat in the stern."(220) The ,f”

paddler- in the bow (£ront) o£ the canoe provided the power,
while,the person;in the;stern‘was‘responsible;for steering.
Poles:were;frequently'used in rivers with shallow’water”

v/
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“and/or rapids. The chlppewa were skllled in the use of
_poles, they would qutckly react to rocks, shallows, and
dengerous currents by pushlng=the canoe-through navigable
-channels. ~In 1832, Allen experienced extreme ‘hardship on thev
'St. crolx and Bolse Brule Rivers of w13consln, he commented

~ with envy on the Chippewa's ability to negotiate rapids.

", . . thelr plloting was of no use, for my men had ‘not the
skill to follow them, or to steer a canoe as they did by
means -of poles "(221) -

James Alien's 1832 journal was the best narrative of .
lil—prepared travei in the interior reglion of Lake superidr.
Allenfs comments géyehanaindlcation of the difficultyrof
travel in the interior region, end‘how the Chippewa were
Vexperts in traversing this wilderness. Allen-was.on an |
~ expedition throughout the region of Lake éuperlor_wlthAHenry
Schoolcraft; at the junction of}the Mlssissippivand st.rc:oix
Rivers, SChoelcraftgand his men went aheed,'abandonlnq Ailen
and his group. The result was a comedy'of-e;rors’by Allen as
he pade hls-way“up-the'St. Crolkraiver;-downethe Boise Brule
Rivef, and into Lake Superior. |

After a few days on the st Crolx River, Allen was over-
come by his hardshlp and inexperience' |

It is not to be supposed that the departmeht would .

require soldiers to travel through such a country

as this, and encounter the extraordinary exposure-
and danger incldent to thelr transporting them-
- selves, without some provision of medical ald; and.

still less could it be deemed practicable for a

detachment of troops to effect a journey through an

unknown, wild, inhosplitable Indian country, without
guides of any'kind to direct, or an interpreter,
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through whose means to obtain guides or necessary ,
- geographic information. But, such was my situation -
o now . . .(222) | : , :
E glf;n and‘h1s7men dontinued to have difficulty travelihg'
but later procured the servides of a Chlppewa guide.(kﬂ

I wished two of them, at least, to guide me to the

source of the river, and that I would reward them

liberally with provisions for such service, but none .

of the village, would consent to go, excepting one

young Indian, the chief's son, who, taking a fancy

for a calico shirt I was wearing, agreed to go two

days' Jjourney with me, on condition of my adding to

my former liberal offer of provislons I had little

else to give them.(223) S
'Thé value of a chippgwa guide was clear Allen had literally
- sacrificed the shirt off his back and-a ‘wealth of provisions.
Allen's disappointment the next morning was understandabie |
after the Chippewa guide had left, taking his shirt, the
provisions, and the morning's‘brcakfast of freshly-baked
- bread. -

Allen continued up-river, whlle_his men became injured
and exhausted from walking their canoes up the;rapids; After
one of-their canoes had been destroyed, Allen entered -into
another inspired trade with a local Chippewa by purchasing a
small birch bark-canoe-foi»more than twice its value in
flour. After cozrectlng a wrong turn into a different river
system, the Allen. expedition £1na11y arrlved at the portage
into the BoiserBrule River.

The. 2 mile portage was easy into the Bolise Brule River
because they had few provlsions left to welgh them down.
';with the anticipatlon»of-a-down—stream trip,‘the Allen and

his men continued toward Lake Superior. uUnfortunately for

i
‘
i
t

\
97



'thisszpodltlon, their lnexperlqnce qulickly led them to

“diﬁaster. These men could not control their canoes in the

fasf’burrent_and-were7cons£ént1y hitting rocks. ". . . all

' my éanoes were leaking badly; they had been so often repaired
‘that their bottoms wbre nearly gummed over, and every'touéh'
;of a stone knocked gomé of 1t off, and opened a léak".(224)
“Each canoe required one m&n to bail conatantly to keep it

afloat. o | | |

A few miles farther, all but one of Allen's canoes had
sunk, and were beyond repair. The expedition had to walk
out, with the exception of a few men, who paddled'theylast_
~ canoe and one man who had gone lame. Alleh hired mére |
‘Chlppewa guldes who promised to assist his overland
expedition, but the next morﬂlhg the Indians had left with
the payment for gulding,-and that morning's bréakfast of
‘-fxeshlj—baked bread. (225) After~leaving the river, Allen's
overland journey to Lake Superior would be best described as .
“pure hell.

The misfortune of Allen and his men illustrate the need
Eoi-expertise, organization, ghidance, and unity when
travelinglln'the wilderness of the Lake Superior region. Thé
trhe fault of this flasco rested with Henry 8ch001cra£t,‘who
had abandoned-of=£11en and his men. Schoolcraft probably
became fiﬁstrated with the s;pw'fravel of Allen and his
greenhorns and mérely went/;head. '8choolcra£t's.selflsh and
lnconsiderate actions raise Questlons-about his competency as |

a leadqr.' Interestingly, Schoolcraft would later become the

/
/
i
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' f;upqr1ntendent of Indians in the Lake Superior area.
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 CHAPTER IX
'I‘HE TRADITIONAL PRIHARY CANOE ROU'I'ES OF 'I'HE
| LAC DU FLAHBEAU DISTRICT BANDS |

, The network of canoe routes, portages and Indlan»i
vlllages that linked the Lac Du Flambeau band with their
,ecqncmlc cycIe and 1ater served the Europeans and Americans
'caaute.ratraccd} Journals, expeditlon maps, and 1and surveysc
made by 18th and 19th century white explorers and government“
_officals give‘good indlcations Qf the tradItional prlmary
canoa routeslcf Chlppawa ccnntry. Hchlppewa guidés led these
thorOugh‘ekpeditions,}which teihforcca 19th cehtutf'journals
ahd maps as the tiacitional.rcutea oftthc Indiaaa. The fiva
fprimary'routéa anaIYzcd«In this chapter dc‘not rcptcsent all
traditional canoe routes in the Lac Du Flambeau Distzict gor
secondary, and mlnor routes exlsted. | ﬁ

Several prlmary routes served the Lac Du Flambeau

Dlstrict bands, and some canoe tralls that had dlfferent
.destlnations used portions of the same lnitlal tralls.’ To
- avoid confusion when descrlblngwcanoe trails which ovarlapped
» aad intersected,a large maéb(ﬁnacou Flambeaa DIStrlct Hapff
‘with color-coded roﬁtes /ls/accessary. This map_ylli be
supplcmented with specltic;trlpftICkat maas; eachctc bc
‘examined regularly withln*the‘textlfoi polntsﬂoi reference

when readinglthls<chapter.'
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A trip- ticket £ormat will be used for developing the
itraditional canoe trails of the Lac Du. Flambeau area. A
trip-ticket descrlbes specific routes of travel according to
ﬁgeographic ciiteria;~ Tﬁe trip-ticket text will be supported
by the Lac Du Flambeau District Map and trip-ticket maps
‘\alldwing easier reading. Theytripeticket text.wili be
divided into numbered blocks of travel, ‘with corresponding
.numbersllncluded dn the trlpétickét maps to indlcaté thé
piedise locatlonS’of the travel blocks. The text will
include primary dafa from old trader and explorer Jjournals,
secondary sources such as'federal-survey reports, and_
‘references toxmap;*to»support the authenticity of the routes
deScrlbed; ‘All references to lakes, rivers} creeks, and
other geographlcai detall will use the modern namos»foi_
consisténcytwlth the Lac Du Flambeau District Map. |
HThe‘beginning of the trlp-tlékets-may-have a short
narrative describing the route or.any 6ther-un1que '
information. The end-of each trip-ticket will have a brief

history describing the historic usage of the trail.
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. “PABLE -OF “TRIP-TICKETS -
#1: ‘Lake--Superior to-the Lac Du-PFlambeau-band's- ‘Indian
Village
#1I: - - Noxtheastern:Route to Lac Vieux Deserxrt .
-#111: 'Bastern Route - to the Wisconsin River -
- #IV: - Southeastern Route to- the Wisconsin River
Ve v~Chippeuu “River -

O D G T T Sy W W < S S P S S D S - - - —-——.——--—--“-------
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TRIP rxcxnr l 1: Lake- Supetiot to- ‘theLacDu- rlanboau band'

\ - Indian-vVillage. -
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.7, TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR THE LAKE SUPERIOR TO LAC DU
“¥ - FLAMBEAU INDIAN VILLAGE TRIP-TICKET

~

L - INTRODUCTION Ly
ﬁ 1. HOUTH OF THE MONTREAL RIVER TO LONG LAKE
2. LONG:LAKE VIA LONG LAKE CREEK TO OXBOW LAKE
3. OXBOW LAKE VIA THE TURTLE RIVER TO
R TURTLE PORTAGE ON ECHO LAKE ~ o :
: 4. TURTLE PORTAGE VIA GRAND PORTAGE OR TANK LAKE 
..~ 'AND MERCER LAKE TO 6-PAUSE PORTAGE . o
"5, THE 6-PAUSE PORTAGE TO THE MANITOWISH RIVER
6. MANITOWISH RIVER TO THE BEAR RIVER
7. THE BEAR RIVER TO FLAMBEAU LAKE AND THE SITE OF THE
‘ TRADITIONAL VILLAGE OF THE LAC DU FLAHBEAU BAND
OBSERVATIONS '

'lINTRODUCTION
XThe-singie—most important trall for the Lac Du Flambeau
" band of the Chippewa was the Flambeau Trail,. which led from
- Lake superior,te Long Lake. This 120-pause~portege-covered
about 45 miles. of the . toughest terrain surrounding the shores
of Lake Superior. When observlng the Lac Du Flambeau
Dlstrict-uap,‘note.thatethe Flambeau Trall is marked inered“
and travels in a,southeast direction frem the mouth of the
Montreal River to Long lake. This portage;had'te govfar
enohghgto_cross theewatershed divide-which separates the
Mississippi Basin from the Great Lakes Basin. Long Lake was
the best cholce for the end of the Flambeau Trall because the |
watershed divide 1s only a few miles north of the lake, which
-leads: lnto a chain of- rivers and lakes that required few
portages. The East and- west Branches of the Montreal. Rlver
parallel the trail but were 1mpasslble due to the steep
‘gradient'of 70,£eet per mile. They elther had.water.levele‘“
too,low\forufravel.or*in“hlgh wateryof springvturned 1nto-
(/ |
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raging totrentS'with waterfalls, rapids, and dangerous
rhydraullcs" (areas ‘of turbulent water). | |
- -~ The portage of the Flambeau Trall is well-documented by
-numerous surveys which grid the trail with plotted su:vey
;‘maps. The Flambeau Trall was thé yost slgniflcant-Overlaﬁd
” route>1n the hlstbric Chlpbewa era and was actually‘sketchqd
in oh'early early survey. |
1. MOUTH OF THE HQ!IEEAL RIVER IQ LONG LAKE

The portage trail, better known as the Flambgau Trail;
is located on the east sldé of the Hontréal River on the .
shorg'of Lake Superior. The 45yﬁ11e,.120—pausé trail leadé'
up a steepvhill and parallels a great waterfall on the rlght}
Eight pauses (3-1/2 miles) later,‘the'trall crosses the
Montreal River one mile above a 79-foot waterfall. In 1847,
Norwood made these observations at“thela-pause crossing of}
the Hohtreél»River: "At the crossing, the trap is exposed in
the bed 6£'the river, crossing it in low_range; bearlng N. wW.
- and 8. E. The country ascendéd all_the_way to-day ln.sgrles
of rldges, with wet, and, in éome 1nstancea,-swaﬁpy valleyﬁ‘
1htervenrng}"(zzs), (A "trap® is a geological term which
refers‘to bas#lt 'a daik rock formation.which is very common
along the trail) |

The Flambeau Trail traverses the Penokie Range, one of
the hlghest mountain rangeg/in the Hidwest, lndicatlng why
‘most travelers noted they/;xperlehced difficulty trave11h§
‘_this route. The up-and-down grade of the“FIambeau Trall also
- 1s marked by many swamps and thickly-wooded areasﬁhlch |

, , | | ,

L
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~ MAP FOR TRIP-TICKET ‘#I: THE LAKE SUPERIOR TO THE LAC DU
o , FLAHBEAU~BAND'S~INDIAN"VILLAGE:~

oy







further -impede travel. 1In 1846,7A.‘B Gray, a geologist 5
4traveling to Lac Vieux Desert, commeénted on the -trail's
. general condition.,'"The heavy rains that had fallen recently’
‘;5;~. ~might have swollen: the streams and cause the. trail to
appear in its worse state, but in our judgement it would be
-difficult to make even a passable road for horses:or mules, .
-"(227) . i

Travel over the portage took between 2-1/2 and 7 days,
depending on the trail s condition, the load which had to be
'carried, and the motivation level of the travelers Hany
camps existed along the Flambeau Trail, usually near streams,
where water and game.wouldabe gathered to maintain the
strength'of'the travelers.a on thelportage near thereo-pause
crossing o£ the Hontreal River, A .B. Gray noted ‘Indians
fishing along one of the many streams which the Flambeau B
Trail crosses.r "A mile or. two further we crossed a deep
'.running streamdflowing easterly, 20 feet wide, and slightly
colored red, though perfectly clear.M Here we found one of

the bands of Indians who had got ahead of us, their packs

upon the ground their lines out and having already caught a
number of £ine fish. "(228) | |

Proper nourishment and adequate supplies were necessary‘
to complete the Flambeau Trail. In the early 19th century,,
when Halhiot a North West trader first crossed the Flambeau
Trail, his men were nearly starved before they-arrived»from |
‘Lac Du Flambeau. "How weak they are! ! i *"l gave,each of

them apdrink'of shrub, two doublelhandfuls of flour, and two
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pounde of pork and they began to eat with such avidity that 1
was twice obliged to take the dish away from them, and,
notwithstanding this, I feared for a long while that
:1njuriou5'cohseQuences\wou1d~resu1t; fortunately they‘all
e5caped'wlth slight twinges of colic".(229)
‘ .The-ao-pause crossing‘of the,Hontreél,River.(about»s'
_mllestefore~Long Lake) and the close proximity of the
watershed divide. Norwood marked this point with detail in
'hls,geologlc.journals: | |
- Montreal River 1is about twenty-five feet wide
at this point, and three feet deep. It has been
- bridged in a rude manner by the engages of the
~Amerlcan Fur Company, who have, for many years,
transported goods over this route to small trading
. posts established among the Indians of Lac Du
. . Flambeau. . . One mile beyond this station we
reached the summit of the highlands dividing the
waters of Lake Buperior from those of the
Hisslssippi (230)
From this point, the travel is easier, crossing some rolling‘
| hills, which are covered by plne, maple, and . aspen forests,
passlng a few ponds, the portage trall can qulckly be
-'descended to reach the north end of ‘Long, Lake.
| _2__ LONG LAKE VIA LONG LAI(E CREE!( TO OXBOV LAKE
At the end,of‘the,portage;on the shore of Long Leke
travelere picked hprcanoes in a predetermined hidlng“place‘
known as an implement cache. The portage ends at the .~
'northern-most portion of the lake on the west bank. Travel -
continuued by canoe southeasterly_theolength-o£ the four mile
Long Lake. 1In the lower southwest corner of the lake Long
Lake Creek enters and would be followed for,about'27miles

until Little oxbowoLakerls-reached.',Long Lake Creek meanders
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somewhat and follows a southwesterly course; be sure to turn
right in a westerly direction upon enterlng'thtle Oxbow Lake
and follow the narrow channel. FallureftO)do;so will lead a

traveler into Spider Lake and north up the Turtle River.

3. OXBOWfLAKE VIA'THE 'l'URTLE RIVER "l'O' i
| TURTLE PORTAGE ON ECHO LAKE

_uponventering the channel to\Oxbow,Lake,}oneﬁsjcanoes
should beitravellng downstream, headlng toward,a,huge swamp;
after‘taklng a sharp left turn, the‘ohannel heads south into
'Qxbow Lake. . Dnoe in the large portion of Oxbow Lake, one
should follow‘the western'shore,-whlch'is,swamp, until a bay
1s reached at the southwest end of the lake. ' This bay marks
“the entrance to the Turtle‘Rlver~whlch will lead to Echo
Lake. The Turtle River is about 2umlles_long,and has high
banks on the northern end, while the southern“part of-the_
:rlver and‘entranoe tO'tho-Lake.ls swampy.r‘
o :» XXX | |
NOTE: PROM THIS POIHT IT 18 POGIIBLI‘!O*PADOLB~HIST AND

FOLLOW ANOTHER ROUTR TO THE CHIPPEWVA RIVER. ' THIS PRIMARY
CANOB  ROUTE WILL BE DISCUSSED FROM THIS POINT FORWARD IN“Tﬂl~'

..l.!!!! RIVER IBI!:IIEE!!;.T:::‘TTCKl? # I CONTINURS.

he portage from Echo Lake into Grand Portage, or Tank
'Lake, is about 1-1/4 mlles south, on the east bank of the“‘
‘lake.. Two points of land must flrst be passed when headlng
rsouth down the eastern shore o£ Echo Lake. The portage trall
1s 400 yards southeast’rrom the second polnt’of land, across
a wide bay.i - o B S
Norwood recorded-llttle about thls section of the canoe

route,from Long pake. »"After leaving Portage lake [Long
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Lakel; weépaesed a'seriee of small lakea, conneoted by
shallow, wlndlng streams, wlth numerous granite boulders in _
'their beds, and finally entered Big Turtle Lake ‘{Echo. Lakel,
Vfrom which there 1s a a‘portage of about six hundred yards’to
Little;TurtlerLake_(Grand portage or Tank Lake)."(231) To
"verlfyﬁthe authenticlty-offthis route or note the dlfferent
namee.of,lakes, seegNorwood's map of this journey.(232)'

4. -TURTLE‘ PORTAGE VIA GRAND PORTAGE OR TANK LAKE

AND MERCER LAKE TO 6-PAUSE PORTAGE
The portage is between 600 and 880 yards in length and
heads east to Grand Portage or Tank Lake. On the trip-tlcket
map, the portage is marked ln red; at-the end of the portage
trail on the shores of Grand Portage or Tank Lake was a
'~ch1ppewa Indlan village. This band was part of the Lac Du
‘ Fiambeau pistrict bands and was referred to as the Turtle
'h,Lake or'Turtle’Portage‘band‘ Both Norwood‘and h.ABk'Gray
(camped at the Turtle village and made extensive notes on the
vlllage, nature of the Indians, and the surroundlng terraln.
: To;contlnue,}GrandnEortage or Tank Lake must be_followed-in a
sonthwesterly,dlrectlon‘along“theﬁwest”bank4of‘the lake to
reach a emall creek Vhich enterexuercer Lake. Theaconnecting
creek enters on Mercer Lake 8 northern shore, a 400 yard ‘ |
southeastly route must be taken across Hercer Lake to a hlgh
bank where the 6-Pause portage beglns.f
The portage begins;by“heading_east1up,a,h111,andithen :
slowly drlftshln a southeasterlyxdlrection, ‘The first
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portion of\itst2-1/2 mile long portage is through valleys,
brush,fand several sandy regions until a difficult swamp 1is
encountered in thedlast mile. Upon reaching the Hanitowish
River, an area of bog with. high marsh grass must be crossed
in order to launch canoes. Dr. Norwood's comments proved to
4be revealing on the route of S-Pause Portage..ﬁThe trail runs
through a sand barren, with the exception of the last half
mile, which runs through one of the worst tamarack swamps I
have ever seen. few stunted pines, with occasional patches’
'of coarse grass, is ‘the vegetation supported onvthe high'
grounds. The Manidowish river at this point comes from the ,
‘Northeast. .. | "(233) The Hanitowish River has a northeast
‘course - for a very short period and narrows the possible
‘beginning of 6 Pause portage considerably. o -

| | ' Xxx
. NOTB: FROM THIS POINT 1T 18 POSSIBLE TO PADDLB NORTHBABT up

THE MANITOWISH RIVER AND FOLLOW-ANOTHRR PRIMARY CHIPPBWA
CANOR ROUTE. THIS CANOE ROUTE WILL BE DISCUSSED FROM THIS

POINT FORVARD IN THE NORTHEASTANN BOUTE 70 LAC VIRUK DESNRT
TRIP-TICKET. TRIP-TICKET § I CONTINURS.

XXX

g 6.  MANITOWISH RIVER TO THE BEAR RIVER

o Enroute to Lac Du Flambeau, a southerly direction is
taken downstream The Manitowish River travels about 5 miles
to reach the mouth ofltheABearVRiver."The"ﬁanitowish River -
meanders 80 much that the actual distance to the Bear River s
mouth more than doubles. The current on the Manitowish River‘
is fairly strong, the dense weeds which cover the river
bottom appear to be driven down flat with the river bed. In‘
the last miles before the Bear River is reached thef

.,’,
ced
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Manitowish River enters a swamp which appears on both sides
‘of the stream. The Bear River enters on the*southern side of
tthe Manitowish River and is easily recognized

: ‘ CRXX
NOTB: PROH THIB POINT 1T 18 POBSIBB‘ TO PADDLE UIBT AND
FOLLOW ANOTHER ROUTE TO THE CHIPPBVA RIVER. THIS PRIMARY
. CANOE ROUTE WILL BR DISCUSSED FROM THIS POINT FPORWARD IN THE
lCH!PPBVA RIVER TRIP-TTCK!!. TRIP-TICKET & 1 CONTINUIB. '
' XXX

1. THE BEAR RIVER TO FLAMBEAU LAKE AND THE SITE OoF THE

TRADITIONAL VILLAGE OF THE LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND

| 1t is easy'to determine whether one has chosen the
proper river, as Dr. Norwood notes in his 1847 journals,
"Soon after entering the mouth of the Lac Du Flambeau (Bear)
'River, which we - ascended to the lake which it is the outlet
large boulders began to show themselves, some of them of ;_
_great dimensions. One which we examined measures fifteenl
;feet in long diameter, and twelve feet in the transverse, and
stood seven feet out of the uater."(234) An object of that
size in a narrow stream should serve as a fine point of
reference for travelers who questionvtheir direction. The ;;
;paddler must fight up—stream against weak current but the =
meandering route limits the momentum a canoe can carry.. Hn
1804, Halhiot described the condition of the Bear River,
,"with regard to the river I will never call it anything but a
small stream, because in many places a mouse could cross it
| without wetting its belly "(235) ‘ B ‘
The distance to Flambeau Lake is about 20 miles, due to
‘therirregular and indirect‘course‘of the Bear River, The

,/last,miles of the river are‘exceedingly swampy and were part
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of the tradltional wild rice fields of the Lac Du Flambeau
Jpand.‘ while paddling the last half mlle of the river before
| Fiambeau,Lakg, notice;the hlgher‘ggpundﬁto the_left where
'pért of the oid Indian'vlllage‘onCe‘exlsted As you paddle-
closer to the lake, the frequency of Indlan sites lncreases.
‘Allhalong,Flambeau Lake, especlally nearwthe source of the
‘Beat.River, thé traditional Lac Du~F1ambeau Indléns set up
thelr wlgwam shelters and establlshed one of the greatest
'Chippewa communities.~ o

R XXX
NOTE: FROH THIB POINT TﬂRll DI?FBRBNT PRIHARY ROUTBB LBAD

. FROM THE VILLAGE OF LAC DU FLAMBEAU TO THE WISCONSIN RIVlR
‘ TRIP-TICRBT I I CORTINUIS.

XXX
- "The multlple.routes to_the w13consln‘Riverfwere:clearlj
‘Illhsfrated by Dr. Noxrwood when héjwas delibezétlnggbn which
course best servgd,the heeds*of his 1847‘exped1tion;g“.Lf .
~there are three routes’from~thls‘1ake [Flambeaquakél.to
[the] Wisconsin river. oOne of them is by a chain of. lakes
south of this point, and 1ead1n§.1nto the Little Wisconsin
‘(Sdglrrel River)*through\ﬁhite squirrel creek} another by/way
-ofLegch‘iake (Hinocqha Lake), Kewaykwodo (Lake Tomahéwk),g
and Swémp lakés (Dorthy Lake); and a third through a serles
of‘iakes towards the‘headﬁaters of the Manidowish (Trout)
river, and thénce,lvla Trout Lake;ahd a series of small =
1akes,,to,V1eux DesertHlakp.ﬁ(é36) “This.detailed_ent;y is .
valuable‘in order toest;blish.kheauthentic canoe~toutga o£
the Lac Du Flambeau District bands. The*thiéekdiffeient_“

routes to the-wisconsin River will be followed in the
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following trip-tickets: Northeastern Route to Lac Vieux

Desert [ 3 II, Eastern Route to the Wisconsin River # III, and

‘Southeastern Route to the Wisconsin River § IV.

- OBSERVATIONS

o band's Indian Village route was important throughout the

Chippewa presence in the Lake Superior region.: From 1680 to
| 1735 the Flambeau Trail was one of the key routes which
'.linked Lake Superior with‘the interior region. During this
period, chippewa of Chequamegon used this route to trade for .
hides and pélts with other Indian tribes. |
| From l737e1784,_this route;into,the interior was
 critical for thexchippewa“of_the Lac Du Flambeau District as
they establiShedicontrol'over the interior‘regionlvThe l
transitional village of Turtle Portage was established at
this time along the Lake Superior route.” | B
During the-period 1784~1825,ethe Chippewa;deCIeased
their use of the Lake Superior route and remained in the
interior, following their economic cycle and trapping. _TﬁQ
fur traders used this route a great deal during this period
to supply the interior posts of Lac Du Flambeau with trade
goods
| The final historic period 1825 1870 as characterized
by increased use of the Lake Superior route. After the 1837
“Treaty between the Chippewa of Lake Superior and the United
States Government the Lac Du Flambeau District bands had to
travel to La Pointe for annuity distributions.' The 1837
\/ '
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annuity process modified

,the economic cycle of the Lac Du Flambeau District bands and
motlvated some-to be more dependent on Lake Superlor

resources.

' TRIP-TICKET # II: NORTHBASTRRN ROUTI TO LAC VIBUX DBSERT
AARRARANRRAR R AR EARAN RN R AR R AT ARRNEARRRARARRNRRATRRRARAARA R

" TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR- THE NORTHEASTERN ROUTES
TO LAC VIEUX DESERT TRIP- TICKET ’

INTRODUCTION | _
FLAMBEAU LAKE VIA POKEGAMA LAKE TO
THE WHITE SAND LAKE PORTAGE
" POKEGAMA/WHITE SAND PORTAGE VIA WHITE SAND S
| LAKES TO IKE WALTON LAKE .
"IKE WALTON LAKE TO THE TROUT RIVER
6-PAUSE PORTAGE TO BENSON LAKE
BENSON LAKE TO STURGEON LAKE
STURGEON LAKE VIA VANCE LAKE TO REST LAKE
“REST LAKE VIA THE MANITOWISH RIVER TO
STONE LAKE AND SPIDER LAKE
'SPIDER LAKE VIA MANITOWISH LAKE TO ALDER LAKE
ALDER LAKE VIA WID RICE LAKE TO THE TROUT RIVER
" WILD RICE LAKE VIA THE TROUT RIVER TO TROUT LAKE
TROUT LAKE VIA STEVENSON CREEK PORTAGE
g TO PALLET LAKE ‘ :
- PALLET LAKE VIA ESCANABA LAKE AND wHITE BIRCH CREEK
©" ' TO WHITE BIRCH LAKE
WHITE BIRCH LAKE VIA BALLARD AND IRVING LAKES
R ‘TO LAURA LAKE :
14, LAURA LAKE TO UPPER BUCKATABON OR LAC VIEUX DESERT
15. ' UPPER BUCKATABON LAKE VIA LOWER BUCKATABON LAKE
o TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER
16. OUTLET OF LOWER BUCKATABON ON THE WISCONSIN RIVER
TO LAC VIEUX DESERT
OBSERVATIONS
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INTRODUCTION
Thls route to the upper w13consln River near Lac Vleux
- Desert was the route chosen by Norwood and w111 be supported

with his and A. B. Gray.s journals. The trip ~ticket will

[

have twoulnltiaL'routes whlchfintereect onvthe Trout River
) ' S\ ‘ :
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before continuing to Trout Lake and Lac Vieux.Desert One
froute will start £rom Lac Du Flambeau, while the other route“
will begin at the end of S-Pause Portage on ‘the Hanitowish
-River Each route is numbered in the text and on. the trip-
ticket map Eor assistance while reading.

1 FLAMBEAU LAKE VIA POKEGAHA LAKE TO

o Leaving the mouth of the Bear River and the traditional
'village ‘of the Flambeau band, one travels east to ‘the channel
between strawberry Island and a peninsula of land on the |
.,north shore of the lake. Head in-between a smaller island
Jand the furthest polint south on the,peninsula, then‘turn
northeast into_a bay on thelleft“t°Follov the northeasterly
,course‘forrabout 200 yards until the channel of Pokegama Lake
is reached. The channel is short and a paddler quickly
| enters the 3 1/2 mile lake known as Pokegama, “J‘. } a nane\
given to any lake connected with another, or with a running
'stream, by a very short outlet. “(237) Continue in a |
northeasterly direction until the portage is reached at the
end of the lake, in the northeast bay. ‘
_ TO IKE WALTON LAKE , ,

M’fi This portion of the trip ticket can be best described by
‘the excellent journals of Norwood.

From the northeast shore of this lake a portage of

half a mlle, over sand hllls, covered with small

pines and elevated about thirty feet above the

general level of the small lakes, which leads to

Lake wepetangok (white Sands Lake),. . . This lake .
is about two miles long, and our course across it
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was northeast to a small channel, four feet wide and
eight yards long, which led us into another small

. lake (Little White Sand Lake) three-fourths of a

~“mile long and half a mile wide, which we crossed :

northeast to a portage of one mile in length, lead-
ing to Mashkegwagoma (Ike Walton) lake. This
portage passed over hills of the same character as
those aeen in the morning.(238)

- If-any questlions posslbly;:emain'concerning the route or

traditional Indian names for' the lakes in‘Norwood's/journals,
eheck‘the map which the geologlcal‘expeditlon made to submit
| £o the 1848 Congress.(239) The portage trail from Little
VWhite Sand Lake to Ike walton lake travels in a northeasterly_
direction, and follows the edge of a swamp for a while before
eending.in a bay on the western side of Ike waltonvLake.

From the portage, Ike Walton lake 1is crossed in a
easternly direction just to the nerth_of a group of islands.
Contlnue east until shore 1s reached; be careful of this lake
- in high winds blowing from the north or south,'as it has a |
- reputation for being‘dangerous. The portage 15 on the eaSt’
shore behind the northern—most.point ofvthe-islands. Prepare
fdg avlong and swampy portage east to the Trout River, as was
noted by Norwood,‘". . « a portage of a m;le and a half to
" the chlppewa or Manidowlsh [Trout) river. The trail}-for |
nearly the whole distance, leads through swamps flooded wlthk‘
water almest lce cold.;(Zlo),»” | ‘

: ' T xxx «
This part of the Trout River marks the lntersection of

‘the two intial routes of trip-ticket l‘II. The end of the
Ike Walton portage Intersects another northeastern route to

t
A
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7 Lac Vieux Desert. This was an issue which Norwood addressed

in his journals to clarify expedient travel for future
expeditions. / A
If it had not been desirable to visit Lac Du
. Flambeau we might have reached this point by .
ascending the river from 'slx pause portage'
- through 'cross' and other small lakes; and thls
was the route pursued by Mr. A. B. Gray and party
“in 1846. . « It is the one commonly followed by
the Vieux Desert and Trout Lake Indlans in passing
from thelr villages to La Pointe, and is in every
respect preferable to the one pursued by us,
.+ . +(241)

‘This alternate route of the Chippewa will be purSuedknext,‘in’
the-trip-ticket supported_by thekjournals ofA; B. Gray'and,
later,‘Norwood. The'intersection of thesettwo‘routes will be
noted in the trip ticket where the Ike walton portage enters
‘the Trout River. | | | | =
If you require information concerning travel £rom the
mouth of the Hontreal River to 6-Pause Portage refer to the.
. trip-ticket "Lake Superior to the Lac Du Flambeau Indian |
Band's Village l I. |

4. G-PAUSE PORTAGE TO BENBON LAKE

j After launching canoes from the marsh grass of 6- Pause
vportage, paddlers should head northeast up- stream. No o
significant landmarks exist before Benson Lake.v The river’
meanders for about 10 miles through swamps and an occasional
highland. Benson Lake seems to be no more than a wide spot
in the river and is shallow. - The Hanitowish River enters and
exits on the. north shore of Benson Lake, a paddler has only
to keep left and maneuver around a point of marsh to

/
/

| .continue. o
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5. g,usou LAKE TD STUROEON LAKE
The Hanitowish River winds for about 1 mile to cohnect
these two lakes. A slight rapids must be negotiated and

canoers heading up- -stream usually have to get out ‘and wade;

Sturgeon Lake is shallow, and a point of land on the right .
- must be passed before exiting the lake to the southeast.'

6. §I!E§§QE LAKE VIA VANCE LAKE TO REST LAKE
The Manitowish River travels for less than a mile befoie<
-it enters Vance Lake from the southwest. The channel to‘Rest
Lake is located to the northeast and is a very short
distance. It will be necessary to get out and pull around a
dam which was established at the outlet of Rest Lake in theA
late 19/th century.
| A_Ng SPIDER ;._A_xg
' The outlet of the Manitowlsh River exits the western
shore of Rest Lake. Traveling east around a point of land, a
large island appears} the island should be kept on the left
~slde of the canoe when traveling about ‘1 mile southeast, to
the'lake's inlet. The Manitowish River contlnues for over a
Amile hefote it entets'the west shores of Stone Lake. This
iake is small and could be mistaken for a wide spot in the
river. _Head southeast less than a mlle where the channel
into Spider Lake starts. J
The short channel in between Stone Lake end’soider
(Cross) Lake was the site for the Indian camp of white

Thunder, as A. B. Gray indicated in his 1846 journals.
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*In the. eveﬁing we entered 'Crossitlake from the river - 80
.ﬂ called- by ‘the Indians from its shape resembllng a cross in
shape- and encamped upon a point of land jutting out formlng
one of the armsﬁof the_cross,m Upon-thls'polnt,are two large
wigwams and,several,acres‘of‘ground‘clearedxahd cultivated,
being the summerresidencefof"Whlte_Thundez','a_tal; and
athletic looking Indian."(242) sInterestingly,'white;Thunder
was an important chief - of the Lac: Du Flambeau District bands
andtsigned>the 1837 Treaty.(243) Splder (Cross) Lake has
been:the\site for severa1~archaeeloglca1 digs, and local =
residents even £1nd remnants of - the Indians who inhabited
this area hundreds of years ago
V,Grayvalso noted the day’ sAof:travelefrom“G-Eausefportage
in his expedltidn journals. rFOutucourse up'river‘for,about'
10 to 15.m11es was easteily;‘although the stream curved
| around in every directien, occasioﬁaily.opening.intofsmall
and‘picturesque‘lakes, surrounded by high land, with |
exdellent.plnerles,'and narrowing agaln to a width barely
vsuffieleht for passage of a caner“(le)‘ The 1040'journals
- of &hgmasvdefferson’cram, who also traveled along this route,
reinforce'the.description by A. B. Gray‘

‘8. SPIDER L_A_KE_ VIA MANITOWISH LAKE 'r_o ALDER LAKE
Splder Lake has many.baysfwhlch'could‘confuse an.
_unfamiiiar‘traveler conCerplngithe prope:_toute. Thecbu:se
to Manltowish. Lake 11es*te the south and the‘ehahnei‘is very
short. Upon entering Manitowish Lake, note the small island

which resembles a 1arge~bump.100 yards on the,right. Somef
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) local residents suggest that the island was the sacred burial
kfysite for the Lac Du Flambeau band of the Chippewa. To exit
Hanitowish Lake, head due south in between the inlet and thep
'island to the river. The Trout River then travels southeast
,for one mile and enters Alder lake on the northeast shore.

9 ALDER LAKE VIA WILD RICE LAKE TO THE TROUT RIVER

e S———— Em— e S————

fThe outlet of Alder Lake is one mile south and leads ‘
down a channel which is referred to as the Trout River. The
distinction between the Trout and Manitowish Rivers is rather
technical, because each occupies a different portion of the
sane'river‘basin.] Often these rivers were confused in early i
journals, the Trout River (as it 1s called today) was called oy
the Plantation,’Manidowish, Manitowish and Chippewa River.r’ .
.On the canoe route map, the channel from Alder Lake is the

Trout River and travels over 1 mile before entering the

| northwest shores of wild Rice ‘Lake. A southeastly course

'l_across wild Rice Lake 1s taken for 1 mile where the Trout

' River enters from Trout Lake.

Zenr, o DSl AN Y2 2223 A L 233l A AL di 3
!

' The Trout River flows southeast 4 miles until the
portage from Ike walton Lake enters on the right side of the
'river Gresham Creek enters on the left side of the river 1/2
mile before the portage trail is reached.‘ | |
' | | xxx | |
NOTE: THE ROUTE: PROH LAC DU PLAHBBAU CAN BB CONTINUBD
' - PROM THIB,POINT. TRIP-TICKBT II COHTINUBS.
| xX%XX A : GEg

Two routes existed at this point in the journeyi one by river

" -and the other by;land. Norwood chosepto'take“the land;route
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»tn‘(highlighted in‘orange on the tripéticket map) while his
"?voyagers paddled‘upstream,' “While'the?men)were sent up river
-with canoe, Mr;dGuerlev andfmvself‘took the trail for Trout~'
’lake. The portage 1is an excellent one, about four miles and
a half long, and passes for distance over a sandy plain
supporting a few scattering pine “(245) A few miles later,t
‘the Trout River turns east and six miles remain.until TrOutv
'Lake\isﬁreached " As canoeists near the lake, wide areas of
the river appear ‘with great frequency. Less than a mile\'
before entering Trout Lake, the stream becomes narrow'and~
swift in-spots,'making it easlier to wadecanoes,the final
’distance to the lake. |
» The expedition of A. B. Gray elected not to lighten
- thelir canoes at the specialized portage near the end of the
*ikeIWalton/Trout River portage. As a result, this expedition
experienced some difficulty going up-stream against the
current of the Trout River. "The river to-day, in some
places, was qulte shallow and rapid, with occasionally rafts
of drift wood, which obstructing our passage, caused us to
lighten ‘the canoes and 1ift them over." (246) |
At the source of the Trout River, many Indians occupied
a village which was immediately to the north. For furtherip
p-information concerning the location and status of the Trout
Lake village, refer to chapter 8.
LMMMMMM,
IQ_hPALLET--I_LALE_:

From the mouth of{the Trout River,ttravel parallel to
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the north shore of lower Trout Lake and maintain a

—-northeastly direction. Several islands will be noticed; be

' sure to keep them to the right of the canoe. A few miles of

travel will bring the canoes to the channel in—between lower
/and upper Trout Lake, the channel 1is narrow and has hills on
.elther route of travel along the portage was described‘well
by Norwood, "The portage between Trout and Lower Rock (Pallet
and Lost Canoe Lakes) lakes is about two miles and a quarter
in length, and runs along the base of drift hills."(247) The
portage trall was to the north of stevenson Creek and
_paralleled a large swamp before entering Pallet Lake on the

northeast shors.

12. PALLET LAKE VIA ESCANABA LAKE AND WHITE BIRCH CREEK

TO WHITE BIRCH LAKE

Dr. Norwood made detailed accounts of Pallet and
-Escanaba Lakes in his journals.

The lower (Pallet) lake is about half a mile in
dlameter. A portage of three hundred yards leads
to Upper Rock (Bscanaba) lake, which 1s one mile in
its largest dlameter, and contalns a number of
small islands . . . They derive their name from
immense number of boulders which line these shores,
and show themselves above the water in the shallow
parts. The island in the upper one are made up
almost entirely of boulders, with thin solil cover-
ing them, and supporting a few small trees.(248)

The portage from Pallet Lake to Escanaba Lake 1s almost 1
mile east across the lake. Once on Escanaba Lake, head east
in between two large islands, the portage trail to White
Birch Lake is to the left of a small creek. |
The portage from Escanaba Lake through white Birch Creekv
to White Birch Lake was described well by Norwood:

[
\\ !
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We had great difficulty finding the portage from
this lake. It begins on the-northeast shore, and

is about two and a half miles long. Its course is
nearly due east, passing a good part of the dis-
tance along the margins of cranberry marshes.
Three small ponds were passed in the flrst two
miles. They are connected a by small stream flowing
‘into Upper Rock (Escanaba) lake, and which is navig-
able for canoes up to the second pond. From this
point a portage of every thing has to be made to
"Lower White Elk (white Birch) lake.(249)

The portage trall entered white Birch Lake on the

_northeastern shore.

TO LAURA LAKE
The journal of Norwood was provides exact detall of the
route from White Blrch Lake to Laura Lake.

Lower Elk (Wwhite Birch) lake, where we camped,
is about three quarters of a mlle long, and a gquart-
-er of a mlile wide. Here we found a number of
deserted wigwams and the remalns of a garden. . . .
We crossed first white Elk (wWhite Blrch) lake,
and, by a stream twenty feet wide and a quarter of a
- mile long, passed into second white Elk (Ballard)
lake, which is about two miles long and one wide.
From this we passed into third white Elk (Irving)
lake, by a river ten yards wide, and three hundred
yards long. This lake 1s nearly circular, and about
. one mile in dlameter. It is very shallow, not
having a depth of more than three feet at any
point, with a mud bottom. . . . ,
From this lake, a portage of a quarter of a
" mile brought us to the fourth white Elk (Laura)
lake. The portage leads due east, over drift,
covered with better soll than any met for several
days past. It supports a tolerably good growth of
sugar maple, birch, oak, poplar, and a few pines.
"This lake is a beautiful sheet of water, about one
mile long and three-fourths of a mile wide. The
bottom 1s covered with pebbles and the shores with
boulders, some which are very large; one of them
being over fifty feet in circumference (250) |

The portage from Irvlng Lake enters Laura Lake on the

northeast shcre.
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The portage trail ro Upper Buckatabon is on the
southeast shore of Laura Lake and actually spllts into two
portages- one to Buckatabon Lake, and a specialized portage
to Lac vleux Desert, - In 1846, A. B. Gray,took the Lac vieux
Desert trall before heading to L?Anse.(251)‘ Many travelers
;using this route chose to hike to Lac Vieux Deserr»rether
than battle the long portage to Upper Buckatabon Lake and the
swift current of. the upper wisconsin River.

- Noxwood headed south down the Wisconsin Rlver and made
the portage into Upper Buckatabon; agarn,'hls journels were
the best source for this 19th—cenrury route'

The portage to the head waters of Wisconsin
River starts due east from this (Laura) lake. 1In
about half a mile the trall divides, the left hand
branch leading directly to vieux Desert lake, the

" other to a small lake which discharges its waters
into the Wisconsin, about ten miles in a direct line
- south of Vieux Desert. . . :

The portage 1s about six miles long, over a
‘'high, rolling pine country, which does not afford a
drop of water from the upper White Elk Lake to with-
in a quarter of a mile of the end of the portage,
where a small stream, ten feet wide, from the north-
west, crosses the path. I did not reach Muscle
(Upper Buckatabon) lake until sunset, and before I
came in sight of it I heard the voyageurs singing
‘and firing guns. They were rejolcling on account of
“having reached a tributary of the wisconsin, and
that long portages were over for this year.(252)

The portage trall enters near the inlet of a creek in the
~ western bay of Buckatabon Lake.

l15 UPPER BUCKATABON LAKE VIA LOVER BUCKATAB N L E

TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER

The route to the Wisconsin River was described well by

Norwood:

P
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‘Muscle (Upper Buckatabon) lake, upon which we began
our voyage to the Mississippl, 1s about, one mile
long and rather more than a half broad. A small
stream about one hundred and f£ifty yards in length,
led us to another (Lower Buckatabon) lake, rather
"one than half a mile in diameter. 1t discharges
its waters into the wisconsin river, through a small
creek, from one to five yards wide, running east.
The creek is very shallow, very crooked, and much
obstructed by drift wood, but without a rock of any
description. 1Its whole course is through swamps .
bordered by sand banks, covered with pine.(253)

Once entering the wisconsinrniver, expeditions like Norwood's
would have easlier travellné 1£ heading south, downtstzeam.-
Those~tra9e11hg north would continue to-struggle 1in route to
Lac Vieux Desert against the swiﬁt current and shallows of

the-uppér wlsconsin.

e e ——— | A ———— ——————————— G C— O ————————

TO LAC VIEUX DESERT
‘The distance by canoe to Lac Vieux Desert 1s 24 miles
up-stream. Not many land marks exist;"andAtraVeieIS»shbuldr
be ready to lighten thelr canoes and wade a great deal. The
upper wisconsin Rlver takes a long and lndirect route to Lac
Vieux Desert. It wiil-soon become obvlous to any travelers
who dttempt fhls up-stream routé why most chose to travel the
uppeitw13consinsR1ver over land. |
The Wisconsin Rlver‘s source 1s Lac Vieux Desert; the
river exits-ln the southwest corner of the lake. - 19th“" e
century travelers: would have headed- northeast to the large
islands and traditional village of the Lac Vieux Desert band
.of the Chlppewaﬁuntilvthe 1880's. For more'detailed
info:matidn oh'Lac Vieux Desert and.the‘traditlonalmchippewa
. (ﬁ .
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Lt<vi11age, refer to chapter 8
X OBSERVATI ONS
Historically,.the Northeastern Route to Lac Vieux Desert
was used frequently by certain bands in the Lac. Du Flambeau
District. From 1680-1736, thiS'route was used by Chlppewa
fur traders who were based in Chequamegon and traded with
other interior tribes The upper Wisconsin River basin was
often an.area of dispute between the Chippewa and Fox,‘ |
therefore little trading activity took place.-
The period from 1737 to 1783 marked a period of
increased fighting between the Chippeua and the Fox and
_ pakota. The'route to Lac Vieux Desert was probably a road to
war against the Fox who were repelled from ‘the upper
Wwisconsin River area in 1783. | R |
' From 1784-1825 the chippewa permanently occupied the |
Lac Vieux Desert area and'were active.in the interior fur
trade. ‘This'route'was used by Chippewa,and‘traders»to travel
throughout the interior reglion to trade for hides and pelts.
" The final historic period from 1825 to 18670, marked the
'encroachment of the white man in this area. The fur trade
- remalned active until the 1640'5,‘but“treaties:began to
change Chippewa movements. The Chippewa of the Lac Vieux
Desert region eventually traveled this route to Lake'Superior
for annuities payments at La Pointe. Intereetingly, all
sclentific expeditlons to- the Lac Du Flambeau District |
traveled the.Northeastern Route to Lac Vieux Desert for thelr
research on north-central wisconsin; In 1840; T. J. Cram,

/
L/
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{'1846, A. B. Gray, énd 1847, J.VG. Norwood, éach dupiicated
their travelrrohte élong the‘NorthéasternkRoute,Lac Viéux
Desert. These scientlsts were prObably followlng the
tsguthern bbrdér of the rich mineral areas tf the Upper
P;ninsulavof Michlgan in the hope of finding more nétural'v

xesouxces.
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TRIP-TICKET # III: BASTERN ROUTE TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER
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TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR THE TRIP-TICKET # IiI: EASTERN ROUTE
TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER

: . INTRODUCTION
1. FLAHBEAU LAKE VIA LONG INTERLAKEN LAKE TO CRAWLING
: STONE LAKE
2. CRAVWLING STONE LAKE VIA FENCE LAKE, PLACID TWIN LAKES
TO THE PORTAGE INTO GUNLOCK LAKE
3. GUNLOCK LAKE VIA SHISHEBOGAHA LAKE TO THE
TOMAHAWK RIVER
4. TOMAHAWK RIVER VIA KAWAGUESAGA LAKE TO LAKE MINOCQUA
5. LAKE MINOCQUA TO LAKE TOMAHAWK -
- 6. LAKE TOMAHAWK TO DOROTHY LAKE
1. DOROTHY LAKE TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER
' : OBSERVATIONS

INTRODUCTION

This route was ldentifled by‘Dr Norwood as a prlmary
route of travel to the wisconsin River for the traditionai
Lac Du Flambeau District bands. Unfortunately,,no prlmary
"journals were found to provide an historlc narrative of this
route. ~Thls‘tx1p—t1ck§t will contain precise directions from
Laé Du Flambeau via Hlnocqua Lake to the ﬁisconsln River and,v
s supported by the trlp tlcket map, Eastern Route to the

_WISconsln River.
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TO CRAHLING STONE LAKE

| Leavlng the source of the Bear Rlver and the tradltlonal
4village of the Flambeau band travel east to the channel
between Strawberry Island and a penlnsula of land on the
north shore of the lake. Head due east between a smaller i
lsland and the furthest polnt south on the penlnsula.' Thls
route wlll lead to a hidden channel whlch enters lnto Long”
Interlaken Lake. The channel makes an B-curve before the
lake is exposed.‘ Travel to the southeastern end of Long
'Interlaken Lake to gain access to the channel into Crawllng

stone Lake.,

_2__._ CRAWLING §;r_c_m_s_ LAKE m FENCE LAKE, PLACID 'rwm LAKES ’
- Travel due east across Crawling stone Lake to galn

access into the channel ‘to Fence Lake. The channel is about.
l/2 mile long and wlll-enter the western/shore of Fence Lake.
"A note of warnlng° both Crawling stone Lake and FencexLake'
-‘are large bodles of water and will be difficult oY dangerous
\to paddle in hlgh winds. Paddle along the western shore of'
the lake headlng south 2 -3/4 mlles., Two peninsulas of land
wlll be passed before the channel into the Twln Placld Lakes
wlll be vlslble. The channel is due south of the last |
penlnsula of land and enters the northern shore of the upper
Twln Lake. Follow a southern route to the channel to the
lower Twln Lake Once‘on lower Twln Placld Lake, head east,
followlng the northern shore untll the portage trail appears.

The portage ls short (200 yards) into Gunlock lake and allows

)
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easy access.

3. GUNLOCK LAKE VIA SHISHEBOGAMA LAKE TO THE TOMAHAWK RIVER
The portage tréil enters Gunlock Lake on the’northwest"'
shoregf PrdCeed‘south for 1 mile, then turn left, heading |
rsouthfeast into a large bay. .At‘the end of;this bayvls the
narrow outlet of Gunlock Lake whigh leads to Shishebogama'
: Lake; .The inlet{tovShishebogama Laké:enters on the»northwest
shore; canoeists must paddle southeast 1/2-m11e}to a-3
peninsula 6£ land. Cbntinue‘southeast’past,the peninsula
before heading east 100 yards to,the“portage;trail,';In;thé;V’
_southeastern end of Shishebogama Lake, to the rlght_df,the e
portage trail, a. creek flows,into the Tomaﬁawk‘River. This
water ¢ourse is~not reasbnéble,ﬁor canoe travel‘bécausegit isA
shallpw and blocked with brush and beaver dams. Theﬁportagerl
to theiTomahaka1v¢r is-l/Z-mlle_long,and takes a | |
southéa#terly‘course. Be sure to:stay‘out of the,large swamp
to the»leftyand north, the'portage\trail parallels this:

swamp.

j,_Upon_enterihg thefTomahawk River,,Canbeists must paddlg
up-sﬁream*1n~a northeasterly d;:ectioﬁfvnrhg river meanders
| horilbly for the initial 4 milés,,and most of the_Tomahawk-y
| River iﬁvshrfounded by swamp. _the'rive:Achéngeévcourse.tq s
‘the‘soﬁtheast,and meandérs;fOQwénother,3 miles\beforg -
entering tﬁo wide areas in the,:iver. These two wide ponds -w
éte‘divided by a nartows; the Tomahawk‘River"then«éntersX,
Kawaguesaga Lake;on”the,southeast shoré. vUpon eﬁter1ng;

[
\
AN

130



Kawaguesaga iake; head south paralleling'the east shere 1
mile; thelchannei'te lake Minocqua will be in a large eastern
bay. When.traeellng'through KaWaguesaga Lake‘keep the
iSiangs'to‘the'rlght of your course to Lake Minocqua.
5. MINOCQUA LAKE TO LAKE TOMAHAWK

‘TraQel east across Minocqua Lake 3/4 of a.miie to a
nakroﬁs_which continues east'for’1/2vm11e. The nqrthein
peninsula of land in this narrows was theAseeondary_site for
the Wlsconsin River band, and is presently thé'lbcatieh for
-the town ef Minocqua. For further information concerning the
location and the»Status of the Wisconsin River band, :efer'to
Chapter 8.' At the end of the narrows of Hinocqua‘Lake‘ls an
~1sland which should be passed on its ‘northern tip. At this
junctu;e, a 1arge island 1s visible 3/4 of a mile away;
proceed to the southern end of the island. Once at the

{

island, head 1 mile east to the channel of Lake Tomahawk.
Taeschannel's course ls south and should not be confused with
]the northeastern channel‘te another chain of lakes. The |
chaﬁnel to Lake TomahaWk?is"almost 2 miles long and enters a
| noréhwest’bay‘of the lake.
: 6. LAKE TOMAHAVK TO I DOROTHY LAKE

A warning: Lake Tomahawk is-a large body of water3thCh'
is difficuit to navigate for unfamiliar travele;s;'and/can‘be.
dangerous in high winds. Aftet enterlng the large”northwest
_bay of this lake, proceed southeast 3/4 of a mile to a |
peninsula of land. chtlnuevsoutheast 1/4 mile past another

peninsula, maintaln a southeasterly course 1 more mile to a

|
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thin peninsula_oﬁvthe souﬁhrside of the lake which is lined
with huge bouldbrs.;wContinﬁing a southeaéterly headlhg;
travel 1/2 mile past Indian mounds point. .Change course to
_fheweast and fQ1;ow the north shdre‘of-Lake?Témﬁhéwk_fdr 2
miles: the portage trail is located in a‘nafrow easté:n_bay,
}Thg,pprtagetovDotdthy Lake 1s 2/3 of é mile iong and heads
east hp a steép hill. The portagextrailathen drops_dqwn a
éteep bank'and.énters a western bay of Dorothy Lakg,

« Dorothy Lake is 3/4\o£'a mile long and is located iﬁ é-,
deep-hollow. Travelers §roceed east, paddling the entire
distance of the lake 1ntp‘the‘easte;n;bay.;'The‘pqrtageft:ail
 to'the Wisconsin River rises out of ;tggp«shorés;ofvporothy

-Lake and has an'easterly course. The trall is 3/4 of a mile
- ‘long and paralléls amswampftowthg,noth,,,Thq;po:tage‘trail
continues ovér.rollingrhills before descgndihgulan the
Wisconsin River basin. |
| From this location, travelerswmayieasily prdceed down-
stream to the Pelican Rivé? and. the Pelican Léke band,.or
qonfinué\down the Wisconsin River to the Mlssissippi River.
Some trayelers may choose to continue‘up-étream‘past thé‘
Rainbow Flowage to:fhe primary site of the Wisconsin River
band. Thejpoﬁslble,?outés_fromthe wisconSIn River are too
rnumeroﬁs to mention, but the Lac Du Flambeau blstrict band's
heéded sgveral.aCCess,roﬁﬁes to this importaht,wate;Way.v
OBSERVATIONS
' ‘;H1sto:1ca11y,~the Eastern Route to the Wiécbnsln River

I
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;_was used frequently by certain bands in the Lac Du Flambeau
MDistrict. From 1680 1736 this route was used by chippewa
fur traders who were based in Chequamegon and traded with
other interior tribes. The WIeconsin River basin was o£ten°d
an area of dlspute'between the‘dhippewa'and Fon,‘which |
limited trading actlvlty.‘::‘ |

The perlod between 1737 and 1783 marked a period of
"~ Increased £ight1ng\between the chippewa and the Fox and
Dakota. The Eastern Route to the wieconsin Ri?e: was
probably}aroad to:war against the Fox who were repelledxfrom
the wisconsin Rlver area by';783;“‘ |

From 1784 until 1825, the'chippewa permanently occupied
the’Eelican Lake and the wisconsin River areas, and were
active in the Interior fur trade. This,route was probabiy
used by Chippewa and traders toﬁtraQel thronghout‘the;
interior reglion to trade,‘hunt; and gather natural resources
necessary for subslstence. o

The final historic period 1825-1870, marked the
encioachment of ‘the white man in this area. By the late
183b's,athe.southern'fange‘of the Lac Du Flambeau District
bands had'been reStricted‘by white settlers near Plover
‘Portage;‘ylndian Agents at La Polnte'were eneou:aging the
.Chippewa of the Lac Du Flambeau District to remain in ﬁhe
northern patt of'the ﬁisconsin‘Rlver. The fur trade:iemained'
active until the 1840‘s:'but-treat1e: began‘to change
Cnlppewa“merMents;' The Chippewa of the’WISconslnrﬂivet
' #ouldgﬁravel th17 route to Lake Superior for annuities

1
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payments at La Pointe.
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TRIP-TICKET § IV: SOUTHRASTERN ROUTR TO THR WISCONSIN RIVER
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'TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR THE SOUTHEASTERN ROUTE
o TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER

- ‘ INTRODUCTION : '
1. FLAHBEAU LAKE VIA LONG INTERLAKEN LAKE
- TO CRAWLING STONE LAKE
2. CRAWLING STONE LAKE VIA SQUIRREL LAKE TO THE
R SOURCE OF THE SQUIRREL RIVER :

-~ 3. ~  SQUIRREL RIVER TO THE TOMAHAWK RIVER

4. TOMAHAWK AND SQUIRREL RIVERS JUNCTION TO

‘ : . THE WILLOW FLOWAGE

5.  VWILLOW FLOWAGE TO HALF BREED RAPIDS

6. HALF BREED RAPIDS TO THE OUTLET OF

R THE JERSEY CITY FLOWAGE ' "

7. JERSEY CITY FLOWAGE TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER
. | ~ OBSERVATIONS

INTRODUCTION

- This route was identified by Dr. Norwood as a primary‘
route of travel to the WIsconsin‘Riverqu;‘the traditlonal
LaC-Du Flambeau‘DIstzict bands. Unfortunately, no primary
journélsvwerg found to prOvidg‘ah\historic nar;ativelofyéhis
route. This trip-ticket will contain precise directions from
LacwDu Flambeau via the Tomahawk River to the w13con31n River

and 15 supported by the trip-ticket map, Southeastern Route

gg’thexw15consin River.

;‘l;;FLAHBEAU LAKE VIA LONG INTERLAKEN LAKE |
~ TO CRAVWLING STONE LAKE
Leaving the source. of the Bear River and the traditional

village of‘the.FIambeap,band, travel east\to the channel.
'_between\sttawberry Island and a peninsula of land on the

[ | | ‘

\/

134



Endrth'shore‘of the iake.  Head}du6 east‘betweeh a smaller
ISIAhd[énd'the £utthé§t point south on the peninsula. This
;pﬂtq,will lead to a hidden channel which énters into Long
Interlaken Lake;:'Thechanhél m&kéSvah s-cﬁrv¢“be£ore the
lake is exposed. Travel to the SOutheééternyénd of Long -
Interlaken Lake to galn access to the channel into Crawling
Stone. Lake. ' » | |

" 2. CRAWLING STONE LAKE VIA SQUIRREL LAKE

' The channel enters thé northwgst shore of Crawling Stone
Lake; canoeists should proceed southeast 1 mile arohnd a long
narrow peninsulé;;“bnce pastythe;peninsula,‘gﬁ south 3/4 of a‘
‘mile to the portage trall, which is zbo-yardsweSt‘bé'é large
swamp. The portage trail to squirrel Lakeﬁis'2_ﬁllesfiong;’.
‘the f£irst 1-1/4 miles of the trail lies due south until a
‘swamp redirects the trall east for the final 3/4 of a mile.
The portage trall enters a 1’m11¢ narrows which is Ehe'. ‘
northern-most porﬁion”di squirrel Lake. Squlrxéiubake is 3
' 1/2 miles long and travelers proceed 1 mile due south until
the lake widens. At the end of the narrows change directions
to:the'SOUtheast past'a'large’penin3ula'and‘foliow the |
eastern shore. once past the large 1sland in the middle of
'thellake,_ébntinue'sodtheaStv1—1/2 miles to the southern most
poition of the lake where the Squirrel River exits. |

3. SQUIRREL'RlﬁﬁR"TofTBE TOMAHAWK RIVER

A —  ——— N ————————  —————

:Inltially} the‘SqulirelaRiver'sacoursé‘ls east for 1-1/4
miles through a wooded area; the remaining course of this
/ S
\/
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river meanders threugh’swamﬁ. The Squirrel‘River chaﬁges
direction to the north for 1-1/2 miles, before redireéting'
southeast for 6 miles before entering the TomahawkfRiver.

| 4. TOMAHAWK AND QUIRREL RIVERS JUNCTION

TO THE VILLOW FLOWAGE

rThe Tomahawk‘River meanders 7 miles threughswamp to the
w111ow Flowage. 2-1/2 miles down—streem from the Squirrel
and Tomahawk Rivers! junctlon, Kaubashine'Creek enters from
the east. Continuing southwest down-stream 4-1/2 miles,
cedar Falls is reached, The mandatory portage around Cedar
'Falls is short and on the left side of the river. |

| S. WILLOW FLOWAGE TO HALF BREED RAPIDS

The Tomahawk River enters a northeast bay of the Willow
Flowage; both the inlet and outletrqfthe Tomahawt River are
located.en the eastern shore of the flowage; A nete of
warnlhg: canoeists should be aware that this flowage is
large, difficult tq‘natlgate, and can -be dangerods in high
winds.. Travelers should follow the eastern shorellne for 2-
1/25m11es until past a large peninsuia,“then-change course
east £or'over_1'm11e to the dam of the Willow Flowage.
Portaée to the 1e£t o£ the'dam, then continue downestreem for
5 miles to Half Breed Rapids.
e G__EA_L_FEE_E;E_I_)_RAPIDS TQ THE OUTLET OF

THE JERSEY CITY FLOWAGE
Half Breed Rapids . is dangerous and should be portaged on

" the left bank. Those who are experienced 1n whitewater

canoelng‘can attempt this rapids on elther side of the

t
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island'which divides the rapids. Continue down the river £or!
' another 12‘mi1es.untii Prairie Rapids is reached; this rapids
~has a portage trail on the right bank. . Prajrie Rapids is
easier than Half Breed Rapids,~butlthe‘£irst drop is_shallow
and may~damage loadedvcanoes.‘ After Prairie Raplds the river

enters a north central bay of the Jersey CIty Flowage

o Follow the bay south for 1-1/2 miles to the-main body of the

- flowage, then travel due south 1 mile to the outlet of the
Jersey City Flowage. |

7. JERSEY CITY FLOWAGE TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER

" ~In its flnal 3 miles, the Tomahawk River widens and
maintains a southerly course. The Tomahawk River enters the
Wisconsin River.at Mohawksin Lake,»forming,a-large body of
‘water. From this juncture, travelers can easily proCeed_up-
stream topthepPelican Riwervand;the Pelican'Lake'band, or
continue down,the.Wisconsin River to the Mississippi River,

The possible routes from the wisconasin River are too numerous-

- to: mention, but the Lac Du Flambeau District bands needed

several access routes to this important waterway.

‘-J. = : OBSERVATIONS

) Historically, the Southeastern Route to the Wisconsin

© River was frequently used by certain bands in the Lac Du

Flambeau District. From 1680 to 1736 this route was used by'
chippewa fur‘traders<who were based in Chequamegon and traded
with other interior tribes. The wisconsin River basin was.
often an area of dispute between the Chippewa and Fox, which
limited trading ictivity. | |
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The period 1737 1783 marked an increase in £ighting
between the Chippewa, and the Fox and Dakota ,The
Southeastern Route to the wisconsin River was probably used
by the Chippewa as ‘a road to war against the Fox, who were
[repelled £rom the wisconsin River area by 1783

From 1784 until 1825, the Chippewa permanently occupied
‘the WIsconsin River area, and were active in the interior fur
trade.” This route was probably used by Chippewa and traders
to travel throughout the interior region to trade, hunt trap '
and gather natural resources for subsistence. ,

The £inal historic perlod 1825-1870, marked the
encroachment ofhthe whiteman in\this"area.V'The‘fur’trade
remained active until the‘1840'3,'hut_treaties;began.to»
changefchippewa movements.}vThe Chippewa of the Wisconsin
River would_traveluthiserouteitoiLakelSuperior for annuities

payments at La“Pointe.

‘ tl.*tt*.ttt‘l*ttttit*ttt*t"tt*ttttt.tt*lﬁl*t‘l!l*.t.tltl*tltit

TRIP TICKET & V: THE CHIPPEWA RIVER
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| TABLETOF‘CONTENTS FOR THE CHIPPEWA RIVER ROUTE

e el INTRODUCTION
1. ECHO LAKE VIA RICE LAKE AND THE TURTLE RIVER
~© 7.:TO PIKE LAKE |
2. PIKE LAKE VIA THE TURTLE RIVER AND LAKE OF THE FALLS
' TO THE TURTLE-FLAMBEAU FLOWAGE =
3. ' THE TURTLE FLAMBEAU-FLOWAGE TO THE DAM ON THE
©© . 'NORTH FORK OF THE FLAMBEAU RIVER e ‘
4. MOUTH OF THE BEAR RIVER TO THE TURTLE FLAHBEAU-
. ¢ FLOWAGE NARROWS : ‘
5. THE NARROWS OF THE TURTLE-FLAHBEAU FLOVAGE TO THE
. NORTH FORK OF THE FLAMBEAU RIVER
6. TURTLE DAM TO BEAR SKULL ROCK
7. BEAR SKULL ROCK TO PARK FALLS
8. PARK FALLS TO BABB'S ISLAND
. \‘/'
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9. BABB'S ISLAND TO THE JUNCTION OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH
FORKS OF THE FLAMBEAU RIVER

10. THE JUNCTION OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH FORKS OF THE

: FLAMBEAU RIVER TO BIG FALLS DAM -
11. BIG FALLS DAM TO THORNAPPLE DAM
12, THORNAPPLE DAM TO THE JUNCTION OF THE FLAMBEAU AND
CHIPPEWA RIVERS
OBSERVATION

I£ more information isvr:::ired concerning the travel
route from the mouth of the Montreal River to Echo Lake or
Bear River, refer to the trip-ticket "Lake Superior to the
Lac Du Flambeau Indian Village". ‘

XXX
INTRODUCTION |
" This primary route of the Lac Du Flambeau_Diotrict
~bands, to the Chippewa River was documented by the‘19/th
century journals and‘maps of Henry Schoolcraft, A. B. Gray,f
Dr. Norwooa, Victor Halhiot,fahd numerous letters from the La
Pointe Indian Agency. The'trip-ticket_will have two initial
routes which intersect at theRoutlet of the Turtle-Flambeau
Flowege, before continuing“down the North Fork of the |
- Flambeau River to the Chippewa River. One route will start
£rom ‘Echo Lake, while the other route will begin at the mouth
of the Bear River. Each route 1is numbered in the text and on
the tripéticket mape for assistance while readingi

Unfortunotely,'no primary journals‘were found to provide
an historic narrative‘of this route. ‘This trip-ticket will
contain precise directions and is supported by two trip-
ticket maps, "Chippewa River Map 1" and chippewa River Hap
2,
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0 PIKE LAKE

At the‘lnigt of ﬁhe Turtle River on Echo Lake head
southwest less than 1 mile to the channel to Rice Lake. Thef
-Rlce Lake channel is about 1/2 mile long and enters on the
east slde of Rice Lake. From the mouth of thewchannel.heéd;i
northwest for 1/2 mile to‘the end of a swampy point of land,
then'head due éouth into the Turtle ﬁiﬁer. The Turtle River
meanders for about 3 miles before it enters Plke Lake on the

horthéast shore.

‘2. PIKE LAKE VIA THE TURTLE RIVER AND LAKE OF THE FALLS

TO THE TURTLE-FLAMBEAU FLOVAGE
From the Turtle River inlet on Pike Lake, travel
southwest for 1 mile to the outlet of the fiver. the 'furtle
Riverrfrayels about 2 miles befére enfering‘on the northeast
shore of Lake of the Falls, Head sbuthwest down the left |
shore.of'Lake of the Falls for aboht>1-1/2 hiles,-then tutﬁ'
‘southeast around a swampy polnt into the bay which leads to a

channel Be careful as about 1/2 mile down the channel there

is a Vater'fall\which must be;poftaged. The Turtle-Flambeau

Flowage ls only a 1/2 mile paddle away.

The‘Flambeau-Turtle flowage ls very large and is covered

withvislaﬁds_which can eastlyfbe mistaken for the shore.
Many unfamiliar travelersﬂhave‘become,disoglented and‘lost on
this body of water. It is 1mportant:to~have a -good map, .

compass, and directlons to travel directly to the North Fork

g |
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of the Flambeau (Chippewa) River;t If a travelernbecomes'lost
and enters,the larger‘portion of the flowage, navigation'will'
become more difficult and'highfwinds wlll force a traveler to
head for shore.

when entering the flowage from Lake o£ the Falls, travel‘
southwestgfor;ijiles until the lake doubles\innsize.‘,This
is a critical point: continue traveling southwest, do not go
hsouthlinto the larger part of theyflowage;‘ The land to the -
'south is actually’a large island which will’be followed all
the way to the river. Take a southwesterly course for 2- 1/2
| miles before the channel of the flowage turns south and -
travels 3 more miles to the source of the North Fork of the
Flambeau Riwer._ It Is easy to determine‘the location of the
river's mouth, because the huge body of the Flambeau—Turtle
Flowage is just past the river. Obviously a dam exists at
the beginning of. the river and a small portage is necessary

xxXx

The outlet of the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage marks the
intersection of the two initial routes of this trip-ticket.

The trip-ticket text will continue its narrative at the mouth

 0f the Bear River. It will be noted in the trip-ticket text
when these two . initial routes intersect and combine.
XXX

'ngmwmrgm
TURTLE—FLAHBEAU FLOVAGE NARROWS 7
From the mouth of the Bear River, proceed west down-'«
qstream, this marks the beginning of the North Fork of the '
Flambeau River.‘ The river meanders almost 3 miles before_ .
widening and becoming part of the flowage.' Continue in a!;t
| westerly course, following the northern shore for 3 miles.
144



This 1s the narrows‘of'the‘fioﬁage; the maln body of water
~should be visible to the south west. Be sure.to have a good
map and compass before attempting to traverse this body of
water. Many islands ‘and bays quickly confuses an unfamiliar
‘traveler. | |

5. THE NARROWS ' OF THE TURTLE-FLAHBEAU FLOWAGE - TO THE e

’*From the narrows proceed southwest 4-1/2 miles, weaving
through islands and channels, to the North Fork of the
Flambeau River. Be'care£u1o£~high winds when crossing this
large‘body of water} even moderate winds can create‘dangerous -
waves for canoes. Another word of caution: waterieyels
Eluctuate a-great‘deai on this flowage, and possibleiroutes '
of travel may change throughout the year.',” ~

| ' L oxxx
NOTE: The route from Echo Lake can be. continued fron this
point. TRIP-TICKET # V CONTINURS. ‘ '
7 o XXX “
) . i_ IQEILE DAM TO BEAR §§QLL BQE& /
| A short portage is required the trail is west of Turtle'
Dam, and be sure to put in well—away £rom the dam site. _nn
jold coffer dam from the logging era will still be visibie R
down-stream of the put-in.‘ Four rapids exist on the upper
part of the North Fork of the Flambeau River and a11 can be
run in canoes with little dlfficulty. |
‘The flrst rapids is about 1/2 mile down stream and is
to be shot on the right side. If necessary, a portage trail
exits on the right side of the river.’ Traveling 100 yards‘v

through a small swift the next rapids can be seen.' The
\‘// ) .
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\portage is on an island dividing the river; the left channel
is. blocked by an embarrass (log jam) from the logging era.
'The rapids on the right is swift and:short.‘hThg,third set of
rapids is.éncountered in a few hdndredvyards and the portage
'trail.is on the right'Shore.‘ The £inal set dfrapidsvis:
divided by an island with the only,good‘channei being‘onhthe
1e£tg The‘bgstlpoxtage trail is on the right sidé;of‘thg';
river and takes an 1ndirect route due to the two courses of
the river. It_is about 4 miles to Bear skull Rock and only
one mindr~rapid must be negotiated. Bear Skull rock;is easy
. to identify, it is a large rock with a cedar tree growing out
of*if;_it;is,ih~the middleof‘the'river and resembles a
beér's skull. |

7. BEAR SKULL ROCK TO THE PARK FALLS DAM

_‘Canoeists must travel down-stream about 10 miles to
reach the Park Falls Dam.,;several,rapids'exist in the first
4 miles of travel to Park Falls; it may be necessary to get
~out and scout the rapids before an attempt to run them.

- Portages are clearly marked along shore, 1f any travelers
doubt’their abilitie;.-‘ln the middle of the rapids section
thdrd is an old driving dam from the logging era; this dam
Still parﬁialiy‘blocks one of the river's naturaldchannels.
The’remaining‘5 miles is £lat water which isﬂbacked_Up from
the dam. BRI :
k - : LME}_\_L_LLS_Q_A_H TO BABB'S 'ISLAND

The portage around the dam is 1/4 of a mile long and 1is

located'on—the~1e£t shore of the river. Thé river from Park

[

i
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Falls Dam to the Pixley Dametravele 7 miles and has
fluctuating river currents»according to water releases from.
the dam. The portege route past Pixley'Dam is short and
located on the west bank. Traveling srmiles*downetream the
Crowley Dam ls encountered “the portage ‘trail is on the left'
shore. Contlnuing down-stream 3 ‘miles, a 1/2-m11e -set of
The‘remalning's miles is flat water which is backed up from
‘the dam. | ; | ‘_ |

8. PARK FALLS DAM T®: BABB'S ISLAND ‘

. The portage around the dam is 1/4 of a mile long and is
;ioCated on the left shore of the river. The river from Park
‘Falls‘Dam'to the Pixley‘Dan travels 7 miles and has |
fluctuating river currents according to water releases from
the dem.' Tne‘portage-route'past‘Pixley‘namlis ehort and'
located on the west bank. Traveling 55m11e57dOWnetream'the
crowley bPam is encountered;‘the*portage trail is on the left
shore. Continuing-d0wn-stream“3miles,‘a.1/2-mileeseteo£~’
Veasy‘raplde:nust'be traversedtbefore'contlnulng'another'7
miies to Babb's Island. |

- XX .
NOTE: It is necessary to switch- trlp-tlcket naps £rou
"Chippewa River Map 1" to “"Chippewa River Map 2" ﬂu!-
'TICKBT . V’ CONTTNUBS. xx ‘ o

9.BABB'S ISLAND TO THE JUNCTION OF THE NORTH AND

| SOUTH FORKS OF THE FLAMBEAU RIVER
8ix miles below{Babn's Island there are’i~1/2 miles of
easy raplds, 3 mlies £urtner‘ie‘Wannigan'Rapids; The main
’channel £or-Wannigan;Rap1ds is located in the center of the

' \J
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‘river, a portage may be advised. ‘Flambeau Falls is 1/2 mile
farther-dowh—stream; thls rapidé'is the most dlfficolt
encountered thus far, the portage trail on. the right shore
should be~ueed . At the junctlon of the North and South Forks
of the Flambeau River, the amount of water and current
increases significantly The difficulty of travel through
rapids also increases from this point forward. - The South "
Fork of the Flambeau River was an unreliable route of travel‘
for the Lac Du Flambeau District bands. ‘The South Fork~has"
many difficult rapids and often does notvhaﬁe ehoogh Qater o
for canoe travel |

10 THE JUNCTION OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH FORKS

Cedar Rapids_is,3—1/2 mllee downfgtream and has four
differeht pltches (drops). The first drop of Cedar,Raplds
has a good,chahnel between two rocks in the mlddie of the .
rlver. Those-who chooae;to portage will f£ind the trall on
the left shore,‘hear a highvriver bank. The second, thirxd,
and fourth pitches of cedar Rapids are in a 1-1/2 miles long
stretch of river, wlthoa variety ofhopeh channels, depehding
on~water leyels; \Portaging should not be necessary. ITwo S
more minor rapids will be‘encouhtered in the next 1“1/2~;;A
miles; these rapids can be dangerous during high water,and;
may,require a portage. Cohtinue down-stream 4 mllos to the
Blg Falls Dam and portage from the left shore. |

| 11. BIG FALLS gpgf_ TO THORNAPPLE DAM |
.Travelihg‘down-stream 4-1/2 miles to the main_body of
[, ,
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Lake Flambeau, continne;l mile»southweétito a long peninsula.
The dam 13 almost 2 miles southwest of the peninsula, and the
- portage 1s to the right. The portage trail is 1/4 of a mile -
long and ends in front of an island 1ln the river, Continue
down-stream 5 miles; the river remains wide to Ladysmith Dam.
A short portage is located to the left of Ladysmith Dam; the
river is swift after the put-in for the next 1/2 mile. The‘
distanCe'From the Ladysmith Dam to the Thornapple Dam is 10
miles. The only point of naviéational interest is a'slight
rapids 6 MIles down—etreamwfrom'the Lady-Smith Dam. The
shortrportage'around'Thornapple Dam]is'located on the left
 bank. -
FLAHBEAU AND CHIPPEWA RIVERS

Three an one—half,miles down-stream of Thornapple Dam
are the Pilne Islandai these two large~islands are nearly 1
mile in length and splits‘the‘Flambeau River. Immedlately
-downestream ef Pine Islands, there is a small rapids where
-the river narrows. 'After 2*m11es of flat water, three easy
raplds are spread out over the next 2 mlles of the Flambeau
River,~ After the third rapids, the Flambeau River widens and
‘is divided by.an island 1/2 mile long. From the end of this
kieland, the'jnnctionkof the Flambeau‘and Chippewatnlvers is
"onlyf1/4,of a mile_away,k}/jy.‘ !
| __From'this location;itravelers'could easilf proeeed down
stream to Brunet‘Raplds, the tension zone;'er cdntlnue down

to the Mississippl Rlver.h’SOme\travelers may choose to
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.contlnue up—stream to the Lac Court dreliles bands of the
Chippewa,¢ The routes from the Chippgwafaiver’are“ﬁﬁmerOus,
'aﬂdrwere,critical'for linkingxthe~txad1t16hél Lac Du Flaﬁbeau
District bands5w1thV1mportant-reSources;vother Chippéwa
bands, and as IOadsjtd“war;' -
| | |  OBSERVATIONS .

 H1stor1cal1y,‘the Chippewa River'route’waS'USedk“‘
' frequently bj most bands in the Lac Du Flambeau District.
From 1680 to 1736, this route was used by Chippewa‘fur»*
traders who were based in Chequamegon7and‘traded‘with other
interlor tribes. The Chippewa River basin was an aiea”of
| Intense trad1ng activity betweén theVChippewa‘and'Dakota.
By The period from 1737 to 1783 marked an increase‘lh ‘
fighting between the chippeﬁa,_and the Fox and Dakota. The
Chippgwa River was used by.the Lac,Du Flambeau Dlstrict bands
as_a‘road to war against'the Dakota. 'All 1nter’ior'ch1ppewa“‘-1
bands were attempting to establish the lower Chippewa River
as a winter camp'to hgnt and trép in the game rich-tension
IZOné. | | | | :
" From 1784 until 1825,'the‘Chippewé‘permanentlyroccupied
J ﬁhe upper Chlppewaxnlver,atea,'énd;yeré active in the
interior fur trade. This route was used by most-inte;ior
Chippewa bands and tradeisyfor travel to wintér camps near
the tehé{on zone tovtrade,xhunt, trap and gatherfnatural
resources for subsisteﬁbé.  i |

_The final historic period, from 1825 to 1870, marked the

encroachment of the white man in this area. The fur trade
: / 1 thl ‘
\

/
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:emalnéd actlve untli.the 1840's, but treatles began to
change Chippewa movements. After the freaty»of 1837, thé_
United statés\covernment established a black smith shop and
- farm £§rrthe Chippewa at Chippewa Falls. The location of
‘these government services and‘goods wére he1p£u1, and.'
‘complemented the-traditlonal‘economib cycleiof the interior
bandé of the Chlppeﬁa. The Chippewé_would travel south to
thebchlppewa Félls area in the fall‘and winter to hunt;‘these
~governmental services would be bgst utilized during this |
«period. In the 1840's and 1850's, encroaching white settlers
| weré7threatenedfby the ‘on-going war~between.the Chippewa and .
Dakota tribes. As a result the interior bandg of the
VChippewa;were‘slowly;forced out o£1th§ chippeﬁa_River area
and onto reservations. |

| | CONCLUSION

" This marks the end of the trip-ticket despxiption 6£ the

five primary canoe routes ﬁsed_by:the tradltional Lac Du
VQFlambeau District bands. These routeé effectivély linked the
Chippewa.with,every major watershed within the interlor |
:égion. 1f ahy modern adventurers wish ﬁo follow these
traditional canoe toutes, Chapter 9 wlll provide valuable

" guidance.
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CHAPTER X .
FINAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE HISTORY AND TRADITIONAL CANOE
L ROUTES OF THE LAC DU FL‘AHBEAU DISTRICT BAND'S
“'The traditional canoe routes of the Lac Du Flambeau
District Chippewa are of great hlstorlcal:importance,:'Iﬁdian_
tribes, cblonialvpoyers,‘fh: traders, explorers, the
térritory and state of ﬁlsconsln,,and the united states have -
benefited from these traditional routes which covered
Chippewa c6untry‘i1ke a spider<webQ} Canoe routes were the
first highways, énd-serviced all'inhabitants‘of Great Lakes
area for over three centuries. | | |
The‘chippewa canoe routes repfesen£<a heritage andv
tradltlon_nearly‘excluslve;to the state of‘w13consln.
Never before defined in a'systematic,documqnted ménner; these
primary canoe routes of the,Lac‘Du F1ambeau bistrlCt bands
1llustrate this heritage. To better understand three
centu:ies of wisconsin history these canoe roﬁtes must be
identified with the greatest possible.accuracy.v Thé research:
on the tradlt;onal cahoe routes of the chippewa must be done
noQ,,whilé'the best resources a:e'sfill available. The
alterlngIO£ the land of Chlppewa‘country,°passing of =
génerations, and loss_of,manuscripts and'maps\will soOn,‘
éonceal«this chapter of histoiy.r»'
'~TAdd1tlona1 canoé‘routes exlist throughout:otherfd15tr1Cts
L/
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of the Lake Superior area_whiCh would be much'easier‘to ,
‘identify'than those in fhe Lac Du Flambeau District, the most‘
“d1fficult of all the regions. The Lac Codrt_orielles, Mole
Lake, st:JCroix; Ontonogan, Lake.Chetéc; Bad River; and other
chippewa bands haVe similar heritages, with the great .
quantities of.documehts availablé to support the ,
‘idenrification of the traditional routes ﬁsed by them;r,

‘The described canoe routes of the Lac;Dﬁ Flambeau
'Chippeva represent only their primary routes. Throughout
'nbrthern'Wisconsin numerous chér secondaryvtrails and water-
routes assisted the chippewa in transportation,
communication, warfare, hunting, and'gathering other
sﬁbsiétenceiresources. The Chippewa Indians were semi-
nomadic and quite flexible relative to the avallability of
resources. The canoe routes could not be static, as
conditions demanded the Chlppewa had to alter them to trével
~to different areas. Competition from the Fox, Dakota, and
other Indlan trises, éncroaching‘white'settlers, and Changes
inithe environment.would cause the Chippewa to modify their
rbutes of travel. | | |

chippewa did traveled throughout wisconsin on canoe
’routes and over portages which connected most lakes, rivers,
‘and streams. Auay from the primary routes of the Chippewa,
there is an amazing portage“bétween'star Lake and Pldm Lake,
“near Sayner, Wiscon5£n{J/The.star Lake portage 1s by far the
most beautiful of more than two hundred dlfferent portages
examined by the author. Traveling from Plum Lake the 1/2

, - , :

%
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mile portage is flanked by‘an eagle's nest to the eaSt The
.canopy of mature maples is so thick that little sunlight can
penetrate, the forest floor is dark and vacant except for the'
trunks of huge trees When portaglng, the canoe which rests
‘upon your shoulders limits your vision, and all that isf‘; ‘
visible is a carpet of{thick vegetation that 1is so soft youri
can tread\through,it.in'your bare feet. As the traveler |
nears the end of,thebportage trail, a‘large‘birch tree.fr
that grows in a perfect arxch £acing Star Lake becomes
visible. Local residents relate, that the Chippewa bent the
tree as a sapling in a traditional method o£ marking the
portage.' The arched sapling was easier to see than a blaze
upon a tree—trunk from a tomahawk and would stand for

| generations to mark this.traditional portage,
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